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PREFACE. 

l^HESE Lectures are published at the request 
of many who heard them, and who are desirous 
of possessing them in a more durable form. 
Painfully conscious as I am of their imperfec- 
tions, since they " but half reveal '' the truth 
I would express, the importunity of my hearers 
must be my apology for their appearance. 

My object in their delivery was to present 
the Sacramental and Evangelical aspects of 
Catholicism before my hearers in their true 
unity. In this way I hoped to be able to 
guide some into the life of the Sacraments, 
and to win others to the love of our Lord in 
the recognition of His Love. May these hopes 
be still realized in them ! 



vi PREFACE. 

It is difficult to say to whom oniB is indebted 
for thoughts in Lectures such as these. My 
special obligations are to him to whom they 
are dedicated, the Eev. R. Twigg. I am also 
anxious to express my debt to the Rev. J. H. 
Newman, to whose ^^ Lectures on Justification^^ 
I have constantly referred. But the teacher 
from whom I have chiefly endeavoured to learn 
on this question is S. Bernard. 

Conscious, however, of my own ignorance, 
and of the perplexities of the question, I desire 
in this, as in every question of faith, to submit 
myself unreservedly to the authority of the 
undivided Church of Christ. 

KiBKBT MiSFEBTON BeCTOBT, 

Advent, 1870. 
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LECTUEE I. 



JUSTIFICATION THE WANT OF HUMANITY. 



Job xxv. 4. 

" How can man be justified with Grod ? or how can he be 
clean that is bom of a woman ?" 



A TRADITIONAL character belongs to these 
"*^ Lent Lectures in this church. You have 
been led to the consideration of the Spiritual 
Life, as seen in the light of some great dogmatic 
truth, or as giving expression to some fundamen- 
tal law of Christian practice. Thus, one who 
is known and loved as a master in Israel, has 
taught you to gaze on it as the Imitation of 
Christ, then as embodying in itself the great 
Laws of Sacrifice, and then as perpetuating in 
the life the Penitence of the pardoned soul. 
Last Lent, desiring to sustain this character, 
I directed your thoughts to the great Mystery of 

B 
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Temptation as it meets those '^who come to 
serve the Lord /' and now I would again lead 
you to look at the Life of the Soul as the Life 
of Justification, an aspect most comprehensive 
in its range and arresting in its importance. 

It was in our power to approach the con- 
sideration of this question on its theological side, 
for of all controversies, with the exception of 
those which gather round the Person of the 
Son of Mary, there is none- more absorbing 
than that of the Doctrine of Justification. The 
question of the Ancient Patriarch might thus be 
looked on as embodying the great Cardinal 
subject of theological dispute for the last three 
hundred years in Western Christendom. From 
every portion of its wide domains I hear this 
question of debate proposed, " How can man 
be justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman ?^' The great divi- 
sion between Catholic and Protestant theology 
stands plainly revealed in the conflicting 
answers that are given. Nor has it become a 
question of the past, for to-day on every hand 
it is the subject of debate ; it is recognized as 
affording a sure * test, if not of the state of the 
Soul before God, yet of the theological position 
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of individual Christians. We might well then 
be tempted, and that not without profit, to 
linger here, and to consider this question in 
the light of these controversies. And, there- 
fore, when I call on you to consider this cry of 
the Patriarch, not as proposing a subtle ques- 
tion to the conflicting schools of theological 
thought, but as unveiling a want deep-felt in 
the Conscience of Humanity, an explanation is 
needed for the adoption of this course. 

I have not then the qualifications needed for 
him who would be your teacher on the theo- 
logical history of this question, since I have 
not such an acquaintance with its vast litera- 
ture, especially on its Lutheran side, as would 
enable me to speak to you with that fulness 
and impartiality which he needs who would be 
your guide into this subject, so sadly marked 
with polemical bitterness, and rendered so difii- 
oult through subtle refinement of thought. 

Even were it in my power, however, it were 
not necessary in this place to linger on the 
threshold of the question. We have found a 
solution of the difficulties that beset it as a 
theological problem in the embrace of the 
ancient teaching of the Catholic Church — that 

B 2 



4 JUSTIFICATION [lect. 

it is througli actual Incorporation into Christ, 
througli the Spirit, that we are justified with 
God, and that this Incorporation is the result, 
not of an emotional movement, nor of an intel- 
lectual conviction, but of a Eeal Act of God's 
Grace, external to ourselves, whereby He brings 
us into union with Himself. We have learnt 
to believe that Faith must realize that which 
God has created if this Justification is to be 
an abiding state. Hence we cling with all 
tenacity to the great Catholic Doctrine of Jus- 
tification by Faith. We reject, with all our 
power, the sad perversion of this great Truth, 
upon which so vast a proportion of our modem 
religious systems are reared. And, in the 
sphere of the intellect, we are at rest in our 
embrace of the Catholic Dogma, for in it we 
find an escape from the misery of rearing our 
belief of our Union with God on the ever-shift- 
ing sands of sentiment or opinion, and the 
blessedness of our position as those who are 
built into the Eock of Ages. And since the 
question of Justification, as a theological pro- 
blem, is with us, thank God, a closed question, 
it is not of necessity to consider it at this time. 
Close we our ears to the conflicting cries of 
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theological disputants, and rather consider this 
question as one unveiling a conscious want of 
Humanity, where alone it can be thus considered 
—sitting at Jesus' feet. 

Nor, indeed, is this the time to rush into the 
Babel of Controversy. Times there are when 
the soldiers of the Church of Jesus Christ 
must enter into the conflict and contend for 
the Faith, but at this time it is my lot to come 
before you, not to arm you for the battles of 
the Truth, or to win you to Orthodoxy in intel- 
lectual belief. Now we come into the wilder- 
ness with Jesus, to listen to His voice ; now 

" We shut the door to sight and sound 
Of the busy world around, 
And in patient watch remain." 

Now our object is the contemplation of the 
Incarnate as the Manifestation of the Ever- 
blessed and Eternal Trinity ; now we seek the 
growth of our own spiritual lives as we cast our 
eyes within, and examine into our position with 
Him in whom alone our Salvation is. At such 
a time the controversies of Christendom coming 
into the presence of Christ's people and marring 
the repose of Lent are simple impertinences, asj 
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coming between us and the blessings we seek. 
Shut then your ears, beloved, to the strife of 
tongues around us; for if approaching this 
question we can olily gaze on the unveiled 
wants of Humanity in every condition of its 
course, and then can see these wants satisfied 
in Christ Jesus, we shall have faced for our- 
selves our own need, and our own benediction, 
for this Cry is yours and mine, as it is the 
Cry of all : " How can man be justified with 
God ? or how can he be clean that is bom of a 
woman V 

I. Justification has been in all times the one 
great conscious Want of Humanity ; without it 
light but increases human woe, and unrest is the 
condition of human life. It is not alone as a 
question of theological difficulty that the cry of 
Job has been heard. It has a history far more 
ancient than the contending cries of Protestant 
and Catholic ; it is heard borne to the listening 
ear from a far more extended sphere than that 
of Western Christendom; its history reaches 
back to the remotest ages, and finds ex- 
pression in the oldest records of humanity. 
In every language, among every people, in 
every age, and in strangely-varied forms of 
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expression in word and in actioii, there comes 
to us borne along the ages with ever-increasing 
power, a cry which, in its wearisome monotony, 
and in its agonizing perplexity, challenges 
the attention of us all : " How can man be 
justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman ? ^' Let us linger then, 
and mark the history of this cry, ere we pass 
on to examine the wants that it reveals. 

Its antiquity first arrests our attention. 
Each age has its own special perplexities in 
the realms of Nature and of Faith, but the per- 
plexities of to-day give place to the certainties 
of to-morrow, and so the cries of yesterday are 
stilled to-day. But there is no staying in this 
old question, even at this time ; there is no age, 
of which we have knowledge, in which it was 
not asked. The thoughts and perplexities of 
each succeeding age find an abiding expression 
in the literature of its day, and give to its suc- 
cessors the materials out of which to create the 
history of its thought. Certainly the historian 
of the religious thought of the nineteenth cen- 
tury will have, in his careful record of the 
perplexities reigning among us, to give no 
unimportant place to the controversies that 
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directly and indirectly gather arotmd this cry. 
And so also when we trace it to its first record 
in the literature of our race, we find, if the 
writings of an age are the unveiling of the 
problems that perplex its mind, that then there 
is none that comes to us with an antiquity more 
venerable than this. The time of the writing 
of the Book of Job is a matter of controversy, 
and therefore it were wrong to dogmatize 
where uncertainty still reigns. Yet it seems 
most probable that the book was written some 
time between the call of Abraham and the 
Exodus from Egypt; and if this be the case, 
it is one of the oldest, if not the oldest written 
Record of the Past that has come to us. Hence 
we have an historical origin to this question of 
Justification, as it finds expression in the litera- 
ture of our race, reaching back over a period 
of nearly 2400 years. The cry thus given 
utterance to by Job has found a voice, genera- 
tion after generation, throughout all suc- 
ceeding time ; for age after age, in perplexity, 
has written boldly on its records, " How can 
man be justified with God ? or how can he be 
clean that is bom of a woman V^ 
But it is not from the Gentile world alone 
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that this cry arises, nor is it in the literature of 
" the people who dwelt in darkness ^^ that the 
question is alone discussed. The same all- 
absorbing problem is recorded in the writings 
of those ^' whose were the promises/^ and in 
the Sacred Books of the people of God I come 
face to face with the consciousness of the same 
want. Scarcely are the people escaped from 
their Egyptian bondage ere the writings of the 
Pentateuch are placed in my hands, and under- 
lying all its . varied Precepts and complex 
Ritual I recognize the presence of the well- 
known cry. It matters not whether you assign 
to these writings an origin human or divine. 
If they be human, they at least give voice to 
the yearnings of the heart of Israel ; if divine, 
they are God^s answer to His people^s cry : but 
in either case these are the words that ring in 
mine ear as underlying these ancient records 
of a people^s worship, '^How can man be 
justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman ?^' 

The same question is still asked as Israel's 
history draws to its close. Eight hundred 
years have rolled away, when again the old cry 
meets me, still unanswered. I care not whether 
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it be regarded simply as the record of Balak's 
cry to Balaam in the wilderness, or as an em- 
bodiment in living words of the perplexity of 
the age ; the proposing of the question and its 
well-known answer gave to it a present reality, 
as one that grappled with a problem of the 
day, ^^ Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, 
and bow myself down before the High God ? '' 
Another 700 years have rolled away, bringing 
marvellous changes in their .course, and at 
length the wished-for days have come when the 
voice of the Incarnate is heard in Jewry, and 
He who comes to minister to human sorrows 
and to solve human perplexities has to deal with 
the same question as one comes and kneels to 
Him and cries, ^' What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life ? '^ 

It is to the consciousness of this want, and 
to God^s satisfaction of it in Christ Jesus, that 
the Apostles appealed, when seeking to lead 
the masses they addressed, or those they indi- 
vidually ministered to, to yield to the rule of 
their Lord, and so awakened a multitude " of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues,'^ to give vivid expression to the wants 
of their common humanity, as they ask, '' Men 
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and brethren, what shall we do?^' Another 
400 years has rolled away. The religion of 
Jesus has fought its fight and won its victory ; 
the Cross of Jesus is raised aloft, the faith of 
Jesus is the profession of the civilized world, 
and yet I find the old question still unanswered 
in the person of him who, to the consolation 
of Humanity battling to its God, has in his 
Confessions opened up to us the perplexities 
that to him beset this great question, the difii- 
culties and opposing obstacles that stood in his 
path as he struggled towards the light, and 
the agony of that conflict which, taking voice, 
seems to cry, ^^How can man be justified 
with God ? and how can he be clean that is 
bom of a woman ? '^ And as it was 1400 years 
ago so is it to-day. Our writers in these varied 
spheres give expression to the sanae great want 
of our common humanity. 

But we can trace the history of this question 
to an age much more remote, when we see it 
finding expression in another form. It is in- 
deed true that we can in letters only recognize 
it for 2400 years, because our literary records 
reach no farther back, but in the language — 
the expressive, eloquent language — of action. 
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we hear its echoes long before. It is the evoD- 
ing of the sad, sad day of the Fall. The Voice 
of the Lord God is heard walking in the gar- 
den. Consternation fills Adam^s heart, and he 
runs and hides himself among the trees of the 
garden. Why ? He knows not how he can face 
God, and his perplexity is this, "How can 
man be justified with God V o, cry which has 
been hanfled on from age to age in the persons 
of his sons who, begotten in his likeness, and 
so conceived in sin, have cried, " How can he 
be clean that is born of a woman ? ^^ 

This question underlies the Mystery of Sacri- 
fice. Be the origin of Sacrifice what it may, 
be it of God or of man, it is a world-embracing 
Fact, and as such, if it be nothing else, and 
have no other powers, it gives expression to a 
Conscious Want. The existence of this Want 
it is folly to ignore ; for rightly or wrongly, 
alike from Jewish and from Gentile altars, it 
cries with moving power, " How can man be 
justified with God? or how can he be clean that 
is bom of a woman V^ 

The intensity of the cry, through which 
man has given expression to his yearning for 
Justification, is the next point that arrests our 
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notice. It is the cry for liberty, coming from 
a race in which oppression has been powerless 
to crush out a freeman's love of liberty, and 
a freeman's impatience under bondage.* This 
intensity is seen in this fact; whenever the 
cry has come up from the penitent heart it has 
ever been an all-absorbing cry. Whenever 
the need it expresses has been brought home 
to the conscience beneath the power of the 
Holy Spirit, it has always made all other 
questions dwindle into a contemptible insignifi- 
cance as face to face with the thought of God, 
and of his past, his present, and his future, he 
has cried out with an exceeding bitter cry, 
'^How can man be justified with God? and 
how can he be clean that is bom of a woman V 
See this intensity finding voice in the great 
Psalm of Penitence. Take it this Lent into 
your closet, and there before your God, upon 
your knees, weigh it word after word, enter 
into its absorbing agony, and learn the reality 
of the cry. Or again, gaze at that Publican 
standing in Israel's temple before the blood- 
stained altar of his God. Unconscious of those 
whose gaze is fixed on him, imconscious of the 
contempt of the Pharisee, conscious only of 
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his own sin, he gives utterance to a need which 
casts all other needs into the shade, as he cries, 
'^ God be merciful to me a sinner/^ Yet again, 
gaze on one whose mighty intellect is con- 
quered, whose resolute will is subdued, and see 
the intensity of this great question as you watch 
him through three days and nights of fasting 
and prayer, crying for mercy to his God. Or 
even yet again, read the Confessions of S. 
Augustine, and see in every page of that mar- 
vellous record of the workings of a human heart, 
the overpowering intensity of the awakened 
sinner^s cry. 

But here again actions speak out the feelings 
of the heart. Yearning for deHverance from 
the burden of sin beneath which he groans, 
man, rejecting the claims of a common huma- 
nity, and hardening his heart against his bro- 
ther's cry, has poured forth his life-blood in 
sacrifice, that so he might be at peace with 
God. The bitter austerities of heathen devotees 
have given intense expression to the same great 
want. Who is there among us who has not 
shuddered with horror as he has heard or read 
of these strange self-inflicted tortures ? Or who 
does not seek for some all-absorbing motive 



I.] THE WANT OF HUMANITY, 15 

to account for such conduct ? Who does not 

see in them humanity, 

"Falling with its weight of cares 
Upon the world's great altar stairs, 

That slope through darkness up to God," 

and hear the cry of those whose dwelling is in 
the gloom of night ? 

Nor, brethren, believe me, is the intensity of 
the question to be recognized only in ancient 
days, or in heathen lands. On the contrary, 
never was its intensity more manifested than 
it is to-day among those whose dwelling is 
beneath the Shadow of the Cross. For in the 
same degree in which the Being of God is re- 
vealed is this cry wrung ifrom the depths of the 
heart. A people whose conception of God is 
low know but little of the sinfulness of Sin, 
and where this sinfulness is unrealized there 
the intensity of the cry is wanting. But as 
the seekers after God grasp the thought of 
the Being of Him whom they seek, as His 
Immensity, His eternal Years, His limitless 
Power, His boundless Eoiowledge, His un- 
fathomable Love, become unveiled to their 
vision, the progress of this unveiling can be 
recognized in the increasing earnestness where- 
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with the question is proposed, ^^How can man 
be justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman V Thus the sense gf 
sin which underlies this cry is more plainly- 
recognized under the Prophets than in the Law; 
repentance finds fuller expression in the Psalms 
than on the road through the Wilderness ; for 
as the thought of God revealed to them is 
grasped by the mind of Israel, the sense of sin, 
and so of the sinner's need, grows in proportion. 
But it is not in heathen or in Jewish records 
that you must look to see the fiillest expression 
of the soul's want ; it is found in the pages that 
record the agony of the penitence of the Chris- 
tian heart. For it is when God is seen as re- 
vealed in the person of Jesus Christ ; it is when 
in Him we recognize our position as God's crea- 
tures, and our sin, that this cry is heard in its 
more piercing accents ; and never, never perhaps 
more than in this land, and in this day (who can 
say if not from some here ?) has this great con- 
scious want, that desolates so many a life, and 
leaves cheerless so many a heart, been poured 
forth, as men have demanded an answer to the 
question, "How can man be justified with God ? 
or how can he be clean that is bom of a woman ?" 
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• n. But what is the meaning of this cry 
which in its course thus binds humanity in 
one ? What are the conscious wants to which 
it gives an expression, that speaks out at once 
the perplexity of its mind and the hunger of 
its heart ? We must linger here j because, if 
the Gift of Justification is the stilling of this 
cry by the satisfaction of these wants, we can 
find no surer guide through its perplexities 
than by clearly recognizing what those wants 
of humanity are which must be satisfied before 
its agonizing cry can give place to its thanks- 
givings to its God. 

(1.) It is the cry of orphaned Humanity for 
the embrace of its Father: '^I want God; I 
want to know God ; knowing God, to be united 
with God ; united with God, to love God/' The 
Holy Ghost Himself has taught us to see in 
Gentile worship and speculation man ^^ feeling 
after God, if haply he might find him/' And 
the cry of man wearied in his unrest, and 
perishing with hunger in the far country to 
which he has wandered, even in the moments 
of his deepest degradation, as he seeks to stay 
the inner hunger that consumes his life, is, 
"Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us/* 

c 
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God has created man for Himself; has given 
him a being endued with power to rest in God, 
and God alone can satisfy him. 

Unrest must be the condition of him whose 
life is not united with the Life of God. Hunger 
and thirst must be his imtil he knows the 
embrace of the Eternal Arms ; until his heart 
is flooded with love as God kisses him with 
the kisses of His mouth, until he finds ^^ the 
peace of God that passeth all understanding.^' 
''The knowledge and the love of God:'' in 
other words, the vision of God and the embrace 
of God are the great wants of fallen man. 
Herein lies the strength of all systems of belief 
that seek to satisfy the cravings of the religious 
spirit. They all profess to lead man back to 
God, and so each system first unveils to the 
soul its conception of God, and then points out 
to the inquiring mind how this God is to be 
approached. 

The idea of God as Force, simply an Absolute 
Power, is perhaps one of the most ancient and 
even to-day is the most powerful of these con- 
ceptions on which religious systems have been 
reared. Morality, at least in the sense in which 
we speak of it, is not here associated with the 
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thought of God, who is the Almighty, but not 
the All Holy or the All Loving. The way of 
approach to such a God is through the pro- 
pitiation of costly sacrifices, to the practical 
exclusion of the need of obedience. Man is 
made to humble himself before God as a dog 
cowers before his master. God rules by mere 
caprice, and the way of reconciliation lies in 
the purchase of His forgiveness. In this sys- 
tem of approach there is no stilling of man's 
cry. Its fundamental idea of God is false, not 
because absolutely untrue, since He is the 
Omnipotent, but because of its imperfection. 
Hence its remedy for human ills is found to 
fail, and still the cry goes up, "How can 
man be justified with God V 

Then has come the conception of God as of 
a loving and indigent Father, the embodi- 
ment of one great quality — " Love.'' Just as 
the Fatalism of the day is virtually the exalta- 
tion of Force to the Throne of God, so the Theism 
of the day believes in the God of Love. All 
men are the children of God, and the heart of 
the Great Father ever yearns for His children's 
love; and, without the intervention of any 
mediator, the true way of approach to God, 
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is, ignoring the barrier of sin, to come as .a 
child to its father and throw oneself with all 
confidence upon the heart of God. But modem 
Theism is found incapable of silencing the cry 
of humanity. In times when the realization 
of the unseen is weak, then it is clung to as a 
beautiful theory, but in the great crisis of life 
it is found to fail the soul. It enters not iixto 
the depths of the need of man, it proposes to 
him a conception of God which is manifestly 
imperfect, since He is Holiness as well as Love, 
and points out to him a way of escape in which 
he is powerless to tread; for when the soul 
thus approaches in . the knowledge of itself to 
the realized presence of its God, its heart bids 
it hesitate, and overmasters the mere specula- 
tions of the intellect. It rejects the idea of 
God thus proposed to it, and still cries, " Show 
us the Father, and it sufficeth us/^ and so 
crying reveals to us that its great want still is 
union with its God. 

And this yearning for real union with God is 
a necessary condition of our nature as creatures. 
You can conceive of Being under two aspects. 
There is absolute and self-existent Being, there 
is derived and dependent Being; the first is 



I.] THE WANT OF HUMANITY. 21 

the Life of God, the second the life of the 
creature. Vast as the distance between the 
Mighty Seraphim before the Throne and the 
meanest insect on the earth, it is as nothing to 
the distance between the Seraphim and God. 
In the one case it is a diflFerence of degree, for 
there is a unity of being linking all created 
life into one. The life wherewith the creatures 
are instinct is drawn forth by them moment 
by moment from Him ^^ in whom is Life" and 
thi^ life is drawn forth from Him by each in 
a measure fixed by His Omnipotent Will. But 
the Being of God is absolute — a Being no 
tongue can tell, because no mind can grasp- 
It is an unfathomable Oceaijt of Being, and 
hence not until the tiny shell can contain the 
waters of the mighty ocean shall created mind 
be able to grasp the Being of the Infinite God. 
Now this infinite Being has called into exist- 
ence His creation, He sustains it ; and this that 
it may realize the law of its existence as it 
bows down itself before the great Truth ex- 
pressed by the heavenly Choirs as, praising 
God, they sing, ''Thou hast created all 
things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were 
created.^* Bu tsince God has created Man for 
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Himself^ and given him a nature with capacities 
fitted to embrace Himself^ Grod alone can 
satisfy the hunger of his being, for he can 
only attaiQ to the end of his creation by entire 
rendering back to the Creator of that whole 
being which He has created and which He 
sustains. God has given him a mind that he 
may be enabled to approach to the knowledge 
of Himself, and nothing short of this can satisfy 
it. He has given him a heart that he may be 
enabled, in the power of a love drawn forth from 
Him Who is love, to cleave to God in love. He 
has given him a body to be the servant of his 
mind and heart as it gives expression to their 
inner workings. He has given him a will that 
he may be enabled of his free will to yield 
himself to God, and so to give him a service in 
some degree worthy of Himself, in that it is a 
reasonable service. But when, in the myste- 
rious power of the free will, man takes up an 
independent position, and allows his heart to 
set itself upon something short of God, by so 
acting in his fancied rise he falls, like Satan 
from heaven; he sinks from the spiritual to 
the material, and wanders to the far-off country 
of the earth. And as it is impossible that in 
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the service of the creatures he can be ever satis- 
fied who has a nature fitted to embrace the 
Creator, from the land of his exile, yearning for 
return to His Father^s House and Father's love, 
he cries, " How can man be justified with God? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a woman ?'^ 
(2.) For the cry for Justification gives ex- 
pression not only to man's yearning for union 
with God, but also to a consciousness of the 
existence of a barrier between himself and God. 
Be it a merely superstitious fear or not, on all 
hands it gives expression to the consciousness 
of sin as involving estrangement from God. 
To me this sense of sin affords no difficulty 
when I have grasped the 'proper position of 
the creature as in the presence of his Creator. 
Think, but for a moment, brother, of what sin 
is in man. In the depths of eternity God con- 
ceived the thought of each one of us. He 
there determined the surroundings of our lives, 
the talents that should be given us, the spheres 
in which we should live. When the fulness 
of the time was come, God gave expression to 
His eternal thought in our creation, and He 
sent us forth as His creatures to show forth His 
praise in responding to His will. But through 
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sin each sinner says, " I deny the right of Him 
who created and sustains me to rule my body, 
mind, or heart. I shall do just what I like ; I 
shall believe just what I please, and I shall love 
just what I choose/^ Thus he takes the powers 
which God has given and sustains, and deli- 
berately wields them against Him ^^ in Whom he 
Hves and moves and has his being/' Yes, this is 
Sin ; it is not merely the breaking of this law 
or of that, it is the casting off of the Will of 
God as a Law of Life. But when the creature 
has thus braved the Creator, and when he 
comes to a knowledge of himself and God, 
what can he do but in his weakness hum- 
ble himself in conscious guilt before that 
mighty Being Whose Authority he has defied. 
Whose Laws he has broken, and Whose Pur- 
poses he has, if not frustrated, at least opposed. 
At least, this consciousness of sin does reign 
within the heart, and on all hands men give 
expression to this yearning for the cleansing of 
the conscience as they cry, "How can man 
be justified with God ? or how can he be clean 
that is born of a woman V 

(3.) But there is yet another need expressed 
in this cry. As the sinner stands speechless 
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befpre the thought of God, and asks himself 
whence this sin in him arises, he becomes con- 
scious of the inner disorganization of his whole 
being, so that " when he would do good evil is 
present with hini/' He is possessed by an in- 
dwelling principle of evil, which overmasters 
his better self, and drags him as a slave to the 
commission of actions he hates, and to the neg- 
lect of that which he loves. Remember again 
the Confessions of S. Augustine. For what is 
it he wrestles, and agonizes, and prays ? A 
mere judicial acquittal, a mere imaginary deli- 
verance, a being proclaimed clean when he is 
unclean ! God forbid ! It is a real deliverance 
from indwelling Sin for which he cries, and 
nothing but such a deliverance can satisfy the 
cravings of the soul that has grasped the 
Thought of God. It is no gospel for such a 
one to be told that he shall be saved by an 
'^ imputed'^ righteousness whilst remaining 
unrighteous in himself; for, urged on by the 
agony of a present bondage, and yearning for a 
real deliverance, his cry will still arise, '^ How 
can man be justified with God ? or how can 
he be clean that is bom of a woman ? '' '^ Sin 
dwelleth in me '' is the confession of humanity 
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struggling towards God. The outward deeds of 
sin are but the manifestation of the inner princi- 
ple of sinfulness which pervades consciously our 
whole being. It is the common lot of humanity, 
born in us at our birth, for ^^in sin did my 
mother conceive me.'^ I know, my brothers, 
how this doctrine of the Catholic Church is 
rejected to-day. I know how plausible are 
the arguments of its opponents, and how they 
appeal to much that is noble in ourselves. I 
can but meet them with the eloquence of facts. 
For if the doctrine of the Church be rejected, 
whence comes it then that, as every parent 
knows, with the unfolding of the character of 
his child, he can detect in him weaknesses to 
be corrected, ay, and vices to be crushed ? Ah 
what a sad comment will parental experience 
give to the emphatic statement of the Psalmist 
as he says of some, ^^ as soon as they are born 
they go astray^^ ! Or whence comes it that sin 
is so entwined with our ownselves ? Ever 
since we can remember are we not conscious of 
a duality of being ? There is a Self within us 
capable of responding to the grand and the 
true, and this Self yearns for God ; but there 
is another Self which chases us through life, 
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whose workings in onr inmost being we can recall 
as far as memory will travel, which drags us 
often down into sin, and draws from us the 
cry, ''How can man be justified with God? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a 
woman ?" 

III. We can, then, now understand what 
is the justification humanity is seeking, and 
which can alone satisfy its wants, and still its 
ancient cry. 

There must be granted to humanity a free 
acquittal from the sins of the past. The very 
idea of Justification derives its special force 
from our being by nature sinners and culprits. 
It supposes a Judicial Process, a Judgment- 
seat, and a Prisoner. Such is our condition. 
As sinners, with guilt in the past, there can 
be for us no Justification but in the Divine ac- 
quittal. Justification viewed as connected with 
the past can mean nothing else. Not in our 
power is it to unlive the past ; we cannot un- 
say the words we have spoken, or undo the 
deeds we have done. Would to God we could ! 
but we cannot. And here God comes and 
freely pardons ; and such a pardon really pro- 
claimed, and leading the sinner into the know- 
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ledge of the forgiveness of sins; is the Justifi- 
cation that can alone satisfy the cravings of the 
sin-burdened heart, and change its agonizing 
cry into the deep thanksgivings of him ^^ whose 
transgression is forgiven, and whose sin is 
covered/^ 

But it must give more than this ; it must 
not only pardon, it must renew. ^^A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you/' The Justification that 
can be embraced as sufficient must be not only 
• an Acquittal, it must be a Eesurrection also. 
In the .power of this great gift, the will must 
be set free from the tyranny of self, and in 
body, mind, and soul, there must be a raising 
to newness of life : " old things pass away, and 
all things become new.'' The original bene- 
diction of the Divine indwelling must be re- 
stored to the creature, so that through its con- 
trolling power, in an ever-increasing degree, 
the whole being may acquire its liberty to 
mount up to God ; and when the soul is lost 
in the contemplation of God, when the mind 
lingers on the thought of God, when the body 
goes out as the minister of mind and soul, 
then indeed the ancient cry is stilled, for the 
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ancient want is satisfied, as the uncleanness of 
disorganized humanity gives place to the pure 
beauty of the harmony of God. 

Nor even does this exhaust the whole yearn- 
ing of humanity, which sighs not for pardon, 
nor for renewal, but for God, in union with 
Whom is pardon and restoration. ^^ Union 
with God^' justification must afford. The de- 
cree of banishment must be cancelled, and 
humanity must be relinked to God by ties of 
nearness even mightier than those in Paradise. 
The sons of God, in the gift of Sonship, are 
brought to their Pather^s House, and there, in 
the joy of the Divine Embrace and in the 
satisfaction of the Divine Peast, each want of 
the creature is satisfied, and his sorrow changed 
into joy, as he finds his happiness in the recog- 
nized Patherhood of God. 

These blessings are offered to us in Christ 
Jesus. There is in Him pardon from all sin, 
for He has borne the sins of all ; there is in 
Him renewing grace, for He comes to be the 
Renewer; there is in Him the gift of the 
Divine Sonship, for He comes to make us the 
sons and daughters of the living God. Yes; 
as I gaze on the ranks of the redeemed now. 
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and hear the echoes of the songs of triumph in 
which they bless the Lamb, I too catch np 
their strains, and pour them forth to Him in 
gratitude who for me and for them has found 
the answer to the world-wide cry borne to us 
from remotest ages as He proclaims Himself 
our Righteousness and Peace. 



LECTURE IL 

CHEIST OUR JUSTIFICATIOI^. 

Gal. ir. 4, 6. 

" But when the fulness of the time was come, Grod sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 
to redeem them that were xmder the law, that we 
might receiye the adoption of sons." 

T ISTEN, brethren, to these words. They 
-^ bring to us the answer of God to the 
question — ^whose world-wide echoes riveted 
our attention last week — '^How can man be 
justified with God? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman V^ Gaze on the per- 
son of the Son of Mary, see realized in Him 
the Ideal of humanity, mark in the onward 
progress of His life the manifestations of a life 
united with God and perfect in the inner har- 
miony of His nature; and then know that in One 
of our race the answer to this question has 
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been found, for He is a man who walks as 
just before God, and clean though " bom of a 
woman/^ Not however for Himself, but for us 
His brethren, is this life lived by Him who 
came in the "fulness of time,^^ to still the 
agonizing cry by the satisfaction of that hun- 
ger to which it gave expression, as He presents 
Himself before the great company of men as 
the Way unto the Father. 

Come then, my brothers, in thought to 
the blessed fields of Bethlehem. It is the 
first Christmas night. The crowded village, 
shrouded in its midnight darkness, is wrapped in 
sleep ; all surrounding nature is in repose. And 
the ^^ shepherds are abiding in the fields, keep- 
ing watch over their flocks. ^^ It is very early. 
Hush ! How still and silent it is ! still with the 
stillness, silent with the silence of the night. 
There, as is their wont, the shepherds keep 
their watch, when lo, ^^a glory ^^ above the 
brightness of the mid-day sun " shines round 
about them,^^ and the silence of that night is 
broken as an angel voice, the pioneer of the 
great band of Evangelists, proclaims to these 
poor elect souls the Gospel of the Incarnation : 
" Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy. 
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which shall be to all people. For unto you 
is bom this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
Who is Christ the Lord/' Lo, even as he speaks 
another vision bursts upon their astonished 
gaze, and they see the multitude of the heavenly 
host, deserting the throne of God, in one 
great band gather together over the plains of 
Bethlehem. There angelic Choirs sing the first 
Christmas Carol, and give expression to their 
joy in the Incarnation, as earth hears their Gloria 
m Excdsisy ^' Glory to God in the Highest, and 
on earth Peace, Goodwill towards men/' And 
now earth catches up the same glorious anthem 
taught by angelic ministries to the sons of men, 
and in deep thanksgiving the voice of man is 
heard responding to the angelic song, for 
as the shepherds return praising God, the 
xmioix of earth and heaven is manifested in 
the unison of that glad hymn which gives 
expression to a common joy. Eighteen cen- 
turies and more have rolled away since that 
night, working mighty changes in their course ; 
but still, as Christendom gathers round the 
Holy Manger and falls in adoration before its 
Infant God, it sings the same song of joy in 
the Incarnate. Age after age in the Catholic 
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Churcli has that triumphant burst of praise, 
blending with the songs of angels ascended up 
to God; for the children of the Church of Jesus 
Christ have ever Uvedas one, as they haveKved 
in the light of the dogma of the Incarnation, 
and have rejoiced in its joys. And not without 
due cause is this intensity of Christmas joy, for 
''unto us is bom a Saviour, who is Christ the 
Lord/' Hey taking manhood into God has in 
His humanity solved the problem that per- 
plexed human thought ; He has hushed into the 
repose of faith the agonizing heart, and has 
changed its wail of despair into that trium- 
phant burst of praise that mounts up from the 
whole Church living and departed to Him, who 
as the Redeemer sits upon the throne. Grather 
we then around the Person of the Incarnate, and 
see how in Him our wants are fully met. In 
Him humanity stands accepted in the presence 
of God, in Him humanity is recreated in righteous- 
ness and true holiness, for in Him is given the 
gift of the Divine Sonship unto all who receive 
Him, even to them who believe in His name. 

I. To give to man this privilege of Sonship 
is the primary object of the Incarnation, and 
it is the ignoring of this truth which is the 
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cause of mucli error in our midst. True it is 
that Jesus is the Redeemer,, and that He took 
our flesh and blood in order to redeem us. 
(Heb. ii. 14, 15.) Yet He redeems us as a 
necessary step towards the attainment of an- 
other object, and that to make us " sons and 
daughters of the Lord Abnighty.^^ The sha- 
dow of the Cross is cast upon the Holy Manger, 
for He is bom that He may die ; and the 
shadow falls on the Babe of Bethlehem, that 
the emancipation of humanity may be won, 
through ^^ the shedding of blood, without which 
there is no^remission.^' But then He redeems 
that He may raise us to the Divine Sonship. 
Look at the various steps in the words of S. 
Paul* See the mystery of the manger, ^^ God 
sent forth His Son, bom of a woman, bom 
imder the law.^' And then the mystery of the 
Gross — ^^ to redeem them that were under the 
law/' But why ? ^' That they might receive the 
adoption of sons/' Oh blessed privilege of the 
Licamation ! Thou hast but a limited view of 
the love of Gpd for thee ; but a limited view of 
the privilege of the Licamation ; but a limited 
view of thy blessing in Christ Jesus, if thou 
but thinkest of thy redemption in Him. God 

D 2 
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became man that thou mightest be redeemed. 
True, most blessedly true ; but there are bless- 
ings for thee even beyond this. Listen; He 
redeems thee that thou mightest become His 
Child 1 

God created man that He might confer on 
him this gift of Sonship by " adoption and 
grace/^ It is true that in one sense all men 
are God^s children, just as Adam is called the 
Son of God (S. Luke iii. 38) ; but it is only 
in the same sense in which all creation is God's 
child. There are two ideas connected with 
the term fatherhood. We may use it, to express 
the idea of derived being, as when S. Paul 
says that ^^we are God^s offspring," Jn this 
sense all creation is God's child, for from Him 
all, from the mightiest Archangel to the tiniest 
insect, Hve, and move, and have their being. 
But the idea of fatherhood also implies com- 
munity of nature, as when Adam '' begat a son 
in his own likeness.'' The son is united to the 
father not only by derivation of being from 
. him, but also by oneness of nature with him 
from whom he springs. This gift of community 
of nature is not among the gifts granted to 
man at creation. But it was the eternal pur- 
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pose of God, electing him out of His creatures, 
to give to him the gift of Sonship, in which 
he should become a ^^ partaker of the Divine 
nature/' and so be united with Himself by 
unity of being. Linger in meditation on this 
thought. God created man for this purpose, 
not only that he might enjoy those gifts which 
are his by nature, but higher gifts than they 
by being raised to a supernatural position in 
his receiving the adoption of a son of God. 

There is a marvellous and attractive power 
in this truth which acts upon the soul as medi- 
tation opens up to us its depth. We saw last 
week that there are two aspects of being, 
the absolute, and the dependent; — that of the 
Creator, and that of the creature. We saw 
the Unity of Being that links all creation into 
one in the participation of a derived life. Then 
we saw the vast distance of being that lies 
between creation and its Creator; a distance 
that cannot be measured, for it is one not of 
degree, but of kind. So, even after creation's 
mom, God's solitariness is undisturbed because 
infinite is the distance between Him and His 
creatures. But, in His mighty love^ God 
yearned to bridge over this vast chasm, and to 
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link creation to Himself by taking some one 
of created natures into Himself. Hence the 
Incarnation appears as an eternal purpose in 
the mind of God, the real reason of which is 
to be found not in the position of humanity, 
but in God Himself. His elective choice fixed 
itself on man as the one in whom, through 
union with Himself, this chasm should be 
bridged over. Had He so willed. He might 
have given effect to this purpose by taking 
into union with Himself the nature of those 
glorious spirits who bow unceasingly before 
His Throne. Yet " He took not on Him th^ 
nature of angels, but He took the seed of 
Abraham/^ and so, in the Incarnation, gave 
effect to His eternal purpose, who had willed 
to place man naturally " a little lower than the 
angels,'^ that, by his elevation supematurally 
above them, he might be crowned with " glory 
and honour.^^ 

The union of the regenerate with God, 
whereby they call Him, Abba, Father, is there- 
fore a union of far greater dignity and near- 
ness than that of man in his primitive inno- 
cency. The gifts and the calling of God in 
Christ Jesus do not merely restore us to a 
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position forfeited, that is, redemption ; but they 
raise ns above that position in making us sons 
of God. With all the wondrous blessings that 
beset his path there was something which Adam 
lacked, and, lacking which, the wants of his 
nature were unsatisfied. God had given him a 
nature capable of union with Himself, and until 
that union was effected, and they ^'were as 
God,'' there was a want unsatisfied in him. It 
was to this want the tempter appealed. He 
knew that God had created man to raise him 
up to union with Himself; — for, in all proba- 
bility,' the purpose of the Incarnation was the 
provoking cause of his revolt; — and hence, 
knowing that God must have given him capa- 
cities fitted for this higher state, he came and 
spoke to this aspect of his nature when he said 
" Ye shall be as gods.'' To be one with God 
was his position in the Eternal Counsels, and for 
this he yearned ; the gift of Sonship was the 
gift for the possession of which he was framed, 
but which even in his innocency he possessed 
not, and to this want Satan successfully ap- 
pealed. Then came the Fall, and " sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin." Yet God 
never for a moment wavered in His purpose. 
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for '' the gifts and the calling of God are with- 
out repentance." So that though the power of 
evil had found an entrance into His creation^ 
desolating the fair face of humanity^ and making 
that which He had proclaimed very good to be 
very evil, He was not driven vanquished from 
the field. No ; for still His purpose stood to 
raise humanity into oneness with Himself in the 
gift of Sonship, through the taking of manhood 
into God. 

Nofc that the Pall has not cast a shadow over 
the Incarnation, for since humanity has fallen 
into the bondage of sin there must be in it the 
element of redemption. Not only must there 
be the embrace of humanity, and the communi- 
cation to the sons of men^ through union with 
the humanity embraced, of the gift of sonship, 
but the barriers that block man^s path to God 
must be removed, and man must be ^^ redeemed 
out of the house of bondage." Or, to speak in 
the language of the actings of the Incarnate, 
there must be the Cross as well as the Manger ; 
not only the takiug of Flesh and Blood in the 
Incarnation, but the rending of that Flesh and 
the pouiing foo'th of that Blood in the Cruci- 
fixion. But, my brothers, if it be true that the 
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yearning of man is for the embrace of God^ 
and that in that embrace alone he can find 
satisfaction — ^if it be true that this embrace is 
man's in the taking of his nature into God by 
Christ — if it be true that through Christ the 
gift of Sonship reaches to all who willingly 
embrace it — ^then in Jesus is found the answer 
to man's ancient cry, for He has broken down 
the barriers of sin, and raised man up to union 
with God. 

n. Jesus is the Redeemer of the world, for 
in Him humanity is led back to God and united 
with Him by the reception of the gift of son- 
ship. He is the Redeemer, for before the 
Throne, gathered into the Father's House, 
I see '^a great multitude that no man can 
number;" and thus I recognize not only a 
Redeemer revealed as such in dogma, but mani- 
fested as such in fact. There, before the Throne, 
gathered into the Father's Home, they rejoice 
in the Father's love, and live the lives of the 
Sons of God. He is the Redeemer also on the 
earth. Around us on every hand are those 
whose joy of life is the recognized Fatherhood 
of God, to Whom, basking and revelling in the 
sunshine of His smile, they cry with holy con- 
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fidence, ^'Abba, Father/' There is then no 
need for me to linger now to prove that Christ 
blesses us with the joy of all joys, the restora- 
tion and recognition of the Divine sonship; 
for every victorious soul in Paradise conspires 
with every pardoned soul on earth to witness 
to humanity that there is ^^ redemption in 
Christ Jesus '^ for all who yield to His will. 

Bowing down our whole being, then, before 
the Son of Mary, and hailing Him as the 
Redeemer of the sons of men, we are drawn 
on to notice in what His Redemption con- 
sists. 

(1.) He is the Redeemer, since He is our 
Forerunner in the paths of life, in Whose blessed 
Footsteps we may with safety tread. There is 
even in man an instinct attracting him towards 
the good and the true. But too often it is 
but an indefinite yearning, and finds strangely 
grotesque expressions, for it needs an answer 
to these questions, ^^ What is the good ? what 
is the tr.ue V ^ To these questions of humanity 
men of varied talents have given their conflict- 
ing answers, rendering ^^ confiision worse con- 
founded,'' and increasing the perplexities of the 
mass of men. Above this Babel of conflicting 
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cries the voice of Jesus is heard, arresting the 
attention of all inquirers and fixing it on Him- 
self, as He says, ^' I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life/' He comes forth and solves our dif- 
ficulties, not only by teachings given, but by a 
life lived. That life is a life essentially human 
-^ — ^to the nobility of which every honest heart 
responds — the dignity of which is the glory 
of our race. He places Himself as the Ideal 
Man at the head of the ranks of men, and 
proclaims Himself ^Hhe Forerunner/' Men 
gaze on Him who is "The Light of the World,'' 
and are attracted to the imitation of His 
life, for in Him goodness becomes something 
tangible and definite, and they see that it is 
this — to walk in His steps, to relive His life, to 
bear His sorrows, to endure His temptations, 
and, if God call them to it, to die for Him as 
He died for them. And thus in the imitation 
of Christ man finds his redemption. 

For, mark you, brethren. His is an all em- 
bracing Life. There is nothing limited in J esus 
Christ ; His Example reaches to all. Many are 
the divisions in which men are marked off one 
from another. The family of man falls into 
its great races, its races are divided into its 
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nations^ its nations into its classes^ its classes 
into its families^ its families into its individual 
members. So again one age is marked off from 
another by strange and unmistakable marks. 
Yet there is beneath all this something which 
is conmion to us all ; there is something in all 
of us which is not Kmited or local, something 
which binds together, as members of a common 
family, all the sons of Adam. All travel the 
same course from the cradle to the grave— aU 
• are exposed to the same changes in life as 
they pass from health to sickness, or from joy 
to sorrow. The wants of body, mind, and soul, 
varying in degree, are yet in all alike in kind. 
In each one is found the great trinity of being— 
of body, mind, and soul. Yes, we are one in 
the possession of that common human nature 
which underlies all the diversities that mark off 
man from man, and it is this humanity which the 
Bible calls '' flesh and blood '' (Heb. ii. 14) . It 
is this human nature which our Lord has raised 
into union with Himself by taking manhood into 
God. He did not take into union with His 
Divine personality any human personality by 
wedding it to Himself. So to believe is heresy ; 
for if so, there were not one but two Christs. 
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There are not two Persons, the one man, and 
the other God ; there is bat one Person and He 
'' the Son of the Father, Very and Eternal God,'' 
''in the fuhiess of time,'' through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, in the womb of the Blessed 
Virgin and of her substance took into union 
with His Divine Personality " flesh and blood ;" 
and of these two natures is one Christ, God 
and man, who was bom of Mary, died on the 
Cross, rose from the tomb, and ascended into 
Heaven. Hence the Blessed Virgin is the 
Mother of God, because " that Holy Thing that 
is born of her" is "the Son of God." 

The instinct of humanity gazing on the Son 
of Mary has seen that there is nothing limited 
in Jesus Christ. Kings fall down before Him, 
whilst the mechanic owns the power of the 
Carpenter of Nazareth. Women are attracted 
to Him by the all but feminine sweetness of 
His character, while men find in Him the ideal 
of the heroic and the true. The barbarian 
joins hands with, the man of civilization as to- 
gether they bend in adoration to the Crucified. 
Xt is of Jesus the little child loves to speak, 
and the man of ripe old age still clings to that 
Precious Name. Jesus is the King of the bar- 
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barian and the civilized. Master of the ignorant 
and learned. No one outgrows the love of 
Jesus, however he may fall from it. He 
embraces every aspect of human life in His 
example. 

Behold also how the life of Jesus is moulded 
on the common pattern of the lives of men. 
He has not chosen to live the life of a recluse, 
or to present Himself to us as the ascetic, for 
'^the Son of Man comes eating and drinking.'' 
He came, it is true, to be the great preacher of 
repentance, the great awakener of humanity. 
Yet He is unlike the great preachers of repent- 
ance who have been ascetics. He is not in 
His life as the Baptist in the wilderness, or as' 
Elijah on the mountains of Gilead, or in the 
village of Tishbi. He is with men in the com- 
mon ranks of life, " the Friend of publicans and 
sinners/' It was in a cottage home that the 
Child grew. In the carpenter's shop of Naza- 
reth He awaited His call to His ministry as He 
toiled with the mechanic's toil. As one with 
them on the meeting-ground of a common life. 
He went in and out among the men of His day. 
Look at the earthly life of Jesus, and as you 
gaze on it realize its essential oneness with the 
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lives that are lived around us even now. Poverty 
and its struggles are not unknown, yet society 
and its temptations are not unfelt. If you 
would be imitators of Jesus Christ, and tread 
in His blessed- footsteps, you need not go 
into a sisterhood or monastery. No, thank 
God, for Jesus has imprinted the traces of His 
footsteps on the life of home, and in the sweet 
relationships of parent and of child. I can 
imitate Jesus in toil, for He was the carpenter 
of Nazareth; in society, for He went in and out 
among us ; and, lo, thfe blessed Incense of His 
Presence lingers in the house of feasting and 
the home of woe. And thus as humanity 
gazes on the essentially human life of the Child 
of Mary, the grace of hope is quickened in its 
heart, and it is attracted with an attraction, to 
which its nobler self responds, to the imitation 
of Christ. 

Yet again is His life the redeeming life of 
humanity, in those who are won to walk in His 
footsteps, in that it is a life freed from the 
bondage of selfishness, and giving expression 
to the independence of the sons of men .in a 
life of unselfish toil. Selfishness is the great 
bondage of our life, the great source of our sin, 
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the one grand secret of the degradation of 
human powers, and of the sorrows of the human 
heart. ^^ None of us liveth to himself is the 
great law of our life, and man's well-being 
hangs on his recognition in mind and life of 
this fact, for then only is man free with ^' the 
glorious Hberty of the children of Gk)d '' when, 
for the love of God, he toils and suflfers for 
human kind. But here surely, Jesus is our 
model. All through the three and thirty years 
who cannot see the yearnings of the Sacred 
Heart to come forth into 'the ranks of men, and 
there to pour itself out — ^yes, to the draining of 
its very life-blood — in toil and sorrow endured 
for them, so that those among whom He lived 
might be happier and purer through His life. 
The good of humanity is the one master pas- 
sion of that life. No detail of our common life 
is too trivial to claim His attention, no obstacles 
avail to turn Him from His path. Ah I look 
with fascinated gaze on that marvellous life of 
self-sacrificing toil, and see how the great 
thought of the Priesthood of humanity under- 
lies it all. 

Behold Him in the cottage home. There 
is a widowed mother, whose lot in life it is to 
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be one witli the toiling many, dependent on 
her Boy's labour for bread, and the supply of 
every want of life. There, first of all He lives 
His life of sacrifice, as He lives for that 
mother's comfort, and toils for that mother's 
support. Oh, sweet Home of Nazareth ! whose 
consecrating benediction has shed its holy 
influences over the homes of Christendom; 
thou art the Temple, where on the altar of a 
mother's love, Jesus, Priest and victim, offers 
Himself " a living sacrifice " unto God. Surely 
as those to whom God has given the blessed 
gift of home, we can imitate Jesus in this, and 
in this imitation find a redemption from that 
selfishness which robs home of its peace and of 
its joys. 

Behold Him again in Nazareth accepting the 
law of life that God by circumstances binds on 
the vast proportion of mankind. He takes His 
place among the sons of toil, and leaving His 
cottage home for the carpenter's shop, "He 
goes forth to His work and to His labour until 
the evening." Behold Him at that bench, 
whence "iu the sweat of His brow He eats 
bread," and as He toils in what men call the 
drudgery of daily life. It is no such drudgery 

£ 
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to Him, for there He yields Himself up to His 
Father as a whole burnt ofiFering, as He bends 
the energy of His being to His toil, and 
accepts it as the God-appointed sphere in which 
He may yield obedience to His will. That 
village shop is indeed a temple, that carpenter's 
bench is an altar; and there in His daily 
labour the Mechanic of Nazareth, in His 
priestly office, presents unto the Most High 
God " an offering of a sweet savour,^' on which 
He looks and is satisfied. There you can 
imitate Him, men of toil, and in your imitation 
find an escape from your many dangers, in the 
realization of the dignity of labour. 

Behold Him yet again. Nazareth has given 
place to Capernaum, and now He passes from 
the seclusion of that village, in among the 
ranks of men; henceforth His life gives ex- 
pression, in unselfish toil for others, to that 
enthusiasm of humanity which is the passion 
of the Sacred Heart. As now, so then ; there 
were the hungry to be fed, the naked to be 
clothed, the sick to be visited, the ignorant to 
be taught, the fallen to be recovered, and mcui 
to be led back to God. Oh blessedness of 
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being! Oli dignity of life ! in which Hving men 
become the channels through which God^s 
sustaining food and God^s consoling gifts are 
poured forth from Him, in Whom all is centred, 
on needy humanity. Look at Jesus, brother, 
and see what thy life is in the Divine Mind. 
His work is thy work; His life thy life. 
Hungry ones are around us in this vast city, 
thou canst feed them; naked ones, thou canst 
clothe them; ignorant, thou canst teach; fallen, 
thou canst raise ; and thus in love for human 
kind, thou canst shed blessings around thy 
path as thou passest through life. Yes, Man 
can imitate Jesus in His life of unselfish 
toil. But if life can thus be lived, as man 
walks in the steps of the Forerunner, is not 
man, thus co-operating with God, brought 
back to union with Him as His redeemed? 
As with admiring gaze I fix mine eye on the 
sons and daughters of charity — ^I use this term 
in no limited sense — going forth to labour and 
to sorrow for the good of human kind, with 
hearts stirred to their deepest depths as they 
live in the Ught of Him who ^Haid down 
His life for the sheep,^^ — ^behold I gaze on a 

B 2 
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redeemed humanity from whicli the bondage 
of selfishness is cast away, and to which the 
liberty of self-sacrifice is given. 

(2.) But there is another way in which the 
Incarnate is seen as the Redeemer, The imita- 
tion of Christ is an impossibility to the sons 
of men in their natural position. Had the Son 
of Mary only come as the Forerunner, and in 
His example exhibited unto us the Ideal Life, 
and so had stirred within us the longing to 
follow in " His steps/^ without also communi- 
cating to us the power to reduce our yearnings 
to actions, He had not been the consolation of 
sorrowing humanity, but the intensifier of its 
woes. There is within each and all of us the 
bondage of a corrupt nature, and it could but 
have led us to the refinement of misery to have 
deepened and intensified our yearnings for God 
whilst the power to reach unto Him was far 
from us. Behold, then, Jesus as the Redeemer, 
not only as the Ideal Man, and so the Fore- 
runner — ^but as the great Champion of humanity 
freeing him from sin. Bethlehem leads to Cal- 
vary, and the Shadow of the Cross is cast on 
the Holy Manger. He is born that He may 
die. "Forasmuch as the children are par- 
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takers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 
likewise took part of the same, that by death 
He might destroy him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil, and deliver them who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage/' Yes, His life of action 
leads to His Passion, and the joumeyings of 
the sacred Feet of Him who ^' went about doing 
good'' are ended, as they are fixed by nails to 
Calvary's tree; and there, in His dear wounded 
Form, He presents the vision of Himself to 
men as their Redeemer from the guilt of 
sin. 

There was need of such a vision. As 
humanity gazes on the manifestation of good- 
ness, appealing as it does to the Godlike that is 
in man, the more intense its agony becomes ; 
so that, as we saw last week, with increasing 
power its cry is heard, ^'How can man be 
justified with God? or how can he be clean 
that is bom of a woman?" Age after age 
wearily went by, and it seemed as if the dream 
of humanity could never be realized, nor its 
heart triumph in the liberty for which it did 
not cease to sigh. ^'A strong man armed" 
held them in a bondage of more than Egyptian 
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rigour, and they toiled as Satan's slaves. I 
cannot consent to tone down the message of 
God's Bible, or the plain, stem teaching of the 
Catholic faith as to the personality and reign 
of Satan to suit the enlightenment of the age, 
Satan is a real personality, and his empire a 
real power. It is revealed; your rejection can- 
not crush him out of being, your recognition of 
him does not caH him into Hfe. It is with him 
as with God. God is ; you do not create God 
by your thought that there is a God. You do 
not rob Him of existence when with atheistical 
presumption you say, "There is no God.'' 
The impertinence of the mind of man as it 
dares to deny the realities of the unseen ! "I 
cannot justify the ways of God to myself," is the 
cry, " and hence I refuse to believe that there 
is a God or a devil ;" and this when the Creator 
has spoken from heaven, and called the creature 
to the obedience of faith. 

Brethren, Satan is a reality, and the power 
of the kingdom of evil around us is a real 
power, Satan is a creature of God; and in his 
pride he has taken that created being and 
wielded its powers against the God who gave 
h. Hence comes the discord of creation; the 
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will of the creature comes in conflict with 
the will of God ; and, since it is intolerable that 
the harmony of heaven should be broken, Satan 
is cast forth. From that day Satan has been 
a power working against God in His creation ; 
and when at length man appeared on the stage 
of a world which God had pronounced to be 
'' very good/' he was warned of the existence 
of ibk Evil One when his assigned duty in 
paradise was not only to cultivate it, but to 
guard and keep it. Even then there was one 
who, as the thief, prowled around that fold, 
seeking to kill and destroy him whom God had 
created "in His own image,'' and to spread 
the death- veil over the face of humanity. Hence 
temptation comes, and Satan appeals to intellect, 
to passion, and to heart ; and leads man, by 
yielding to his voice, to take his place among 
the ranks of those who in His creation have 
unfurled the standard of revolt against Al- 
mighty God. And so the " strong man armed" 
holds humanity as his slave, and in a bondage 
beneath which he agonizes and cries. 

Satan tempts to sin and man groans beneath 
the weight of conscious guilt, and lives in " the 
bondage of fear " at the remembrance of sins 
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committed. The thought of God in man pro- 
vokes the recollection of sin. Directly a man 
begins to face the thought of the Eternal One, 
a fear and tremblings as it were by instinct, 
arises in his heart. And well may he quail 
thus before God in the consciousness of sin 
committed. Remember what sin is : 'H dfiapria 
iarlv 7} avofiia. It is the throwing off the 
restraints of God^s will ; the rejection of the 
law of the creature^s life as manifested in the 
person of the Son of Mary, who, when He came 
into the world, said, " Lo, I come to do Thy will, 
God.*^ And when the sinner realizes his re- 
bellion, and the being of Him against whom he 
has arisen, well may he quail before Him who 
is his God. 

There must, then, be a redeemer from sin if 
man is to be justified. I need not linger now 
to bid you fix your gaze on eyery aspect of our 
redemption from the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. But at least this redemption must set 
us free from the bondage of hell, and deliver us 
from the , consciousness of guilt. No gospel 
will be recognized as such by the instinct of 
humanity that does not recognize and satisfy 
these two wants of its heart. The strength of 
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Catholicism, whereby it lives f5pom generation to 
generation, lies in this fact, that the Church 
has never compromised her teaching on these 
points. Other systems have arisen, flourished 
and died, proposing a more inviting remedy for 
sin, or proclaiming a more welcome message 
to man, and lo ! " now the place that knew them 
knows them no more/' Humanity has pressed 
eagerly to them as ^'to the wells of living 
water,'' and has drank of the doctrines they pro- 
claimed, but, thirsting still, has gone mournfully 
away. But the CathoUc Church from age to age, 
ignoring compromise, in the proclamation of the 
faith of Jesus Christ, stills the thirst of her sons 
and daughters, and bids them ^' go in peace ;" 
and this she does as she tells the sons of men 
of One Who is bom of woman that He may be 
the Redeemer of His brethren. 

Lo, the beloved disciple passes "within the 
veil" in his vision at Patmos. He gazes with 
mingled awe and love on the person of Him 
on wham his eyes had gazed in the midst of 
the sorrows and the shame of Calvary. How 
all is changed! Now the Crucified is surrounded 
with the splendour of the palace of the great 
King, and the crovm of thorns has given place 
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to the crown of pure gold upon His Head. 
And as he gazes, overpowered with awe, the 
silence of the heavenly courts is broken, and 
the voice of Jesus is heard proclaiming Him- 
self, not to St. John alone, but through him to 
all the adoring tribes of earth, as the Re- 
deemer of humanity from Satan^s tyranny and 
the agony of conscious guilt. " Fear not, I am 
He that liveth, and was dead, and behold ! I 
am alive for evermore, and have the keys of 
hell and of death.'' The living Lord has become 
the Incarnate Redeemer, the Son of God has 
become the Son of Mary ; and in our nature, as 
our Kinsman, has grappled with him who held 
humanity beneath his hated sway. We hail 
Him victor in the fight, for as He rises from 
His tomb on Easter mom. He brings with Him 
the keys of hell and death, and has overcome 
the wicked one. Now there is '^ redemption 
in Christ Jesus,'' for in the power of His resur- 
rection He comes preaching deliverance to the 
captives, and setting at liberty them that are 
bound. How canst thou question the reality 
of His redemption ? Thou hast stood in the 
chamber of death by the side of one mayhap, 
who, even in the hour of agony, has triumphed 
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in the reality of that glorious redemption as 
with dying breath he cried, " death, where 
is thy sting ? '' And as in death so is it in life. 
Many a soul, burdened and heavy laden with 
the sense of its sin, has gone to the cross of 
Calvary, and there kneeling at the feet of the 
Crucified, and looking unto Jesus, has seen in 
Him his sin nailed to the cross, and in the 
recognition of Christ^s redeeming grace, '^ his 
soul set on fire with the joy of the Divine for- 
giveness,^' has sung to Him who loved him to 
the death his triumphant thanksgiving. Yet 
it is not here, in death or life, that the joy of 
the redeemed attains its fall development, but 
before the throne of God and of the Lamb; for 
there, in the intense realization of redeeming 
love, age after age they sing, " Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive glory, and 
honour, and power; for Thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood/' 
Hence, brethren, Jesus is our Redeemer, not 
only because He calls us to the imitation of 
Himself, but also because in His precious blood 
we find redemption from the bondage of Satan 
and from the anguish of sin. 
. (3.) There is yet another way in which Jesus 
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is the Emancipator of humanity. Not only is 
He the Ideal Man, not only is He the great 
Eedeemer from sin, but in Him the gift of son- 
ship is communicated to God's elect, since He 
is the one in whom we are bom unto God. 
And it is this gift of sonship which is the 
highest of the gifts of grace communicated to 
us in Christ Jesus. It is more than the gift of 
redemption. God who looks on us, creatures 
bom of Adam, and sunk in sin, might have 
restored to us Adam's forfeited position 
through the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 
Christ. That were to redeem us, but He adds 
something more : having redeemed. He gives 
to us '' the adoption of sons,'' and so in this 
gift of sonship the hunger of humanity is 
satisfied as it is brought home to God. 

Pass we from the Cross of Calvary to the 
Heavenly Land. Standing before the throne 
of God, I see ^^ the Lamb as it had been slain" 
with outstretched hands, on which are graven 
the sacred wounds. There in His Person is 
perpetuated, through the ages, the Mighty Mys- 
tery of the Priestly Intercession, and through 
His pleading there flows forth from beneath 
the throne the river whose streams make glad 
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the City of God, even the Holy Spirit in His 
sevenfold gifts. Through the channels of Hifi 
grace it reaches to the earth, and here on every 
hand, in its living energy, it permeates the 
ranks of humanity, and laying hold on the 
children of Adam, and baptizing them into 
Christ, makes them to become the members of 
the Incarnate, and through this membership 
^' the children of God by adoption and grace/' 
Oh, strive to grasp the grandeur of this thought 
in Christ. One with Christ are the regenerate, 
not by a union of sentiment, not by a union 
created by our faith, but one with Him in the 
power of those joints and bands whereby in the 
energy of the Eternal Spirit the members of the 
Body of Christ are knit unto the Head. '' In 
Christ,^' — not only redeemed by Christ, — ^but in 
Christ ; — taken up into Christ so as to become 
"members of His body, of His flesh, and of His 
bones.'' And through this membership, I repeat, 
they " received the right to become the sons of 
God." O my soul, rejoice thou in the thought. 
In Christ thou hast become a ^' partaker of the 
Divine nature." Thy God has seen thee in the 
far country, thy God has found thee wandering 
from Himsalf, and now thy wants are satisfied. 
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and thy rest is found in the dear embrace of 
the Eternal Arms. Oh, joy of regeneration ! 
My soul, thou art God's child, for the gift of 
Bonship is thine in Jesus Christ. 

Brethren, what more can we need? In 
Christ our sins are forgiven, for ^' there is no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.'' 
Ah, in Him who can perish ? Perish ! in the 
embrace of the Sacred Arms. Perish! when 
nestling to the Sacred Heart. Perish ! in '* that 
Home of homes, the Heart of Jesus Crucified." 
Perish ! iu the Fold of the Good Shepherd : that 
can never be. No; in Christ Jesus I have 
''access to the Father," and it is the joy of joys 
to know that we, who by nature '' are far off, 
are brought nigh by the blood of Christ." 
For this restoration implies renewal. It can- 
not be that He can embrace me, ay, dwell in 
me, and leave unchanged my fallen nature; 
nay, my hope of victory over indwelling sin is 
built upon the fact of His Divine indwelling 
Who comes " to make all things new." He is 
in me Who is Omnipotent, He is in me Who is 
altogether Holy ; and His omnipotence is the 
assurance to me that He can trample beneath 
His feet all within that is of sin, and His holi- 
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ness is to me the pledge that what His power 
avails to do shall be surely done. 

But if this be so, is not the answer found in 
Christ Jesus to man's ancient cry ? Jesus is 
our Justification, for in Him sinful man stands 
'^just before God/' in Him is the recreation of 
humanity, whereby he becomes ^^ clean that is 
bom of a woman." In Him redeemed humanity 
on earth in its songs of praise gives expression 
to the satisfaction of its heart. In Him the 
redeemed before the Throne, gathered ^^from 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues '' into their Father's Home, gaze with 
intensity of delight on the beauty of God, 
recognize in Him their Father, and for ever 
bask in the Father's smile, amd sing the 
Father's praise. And they are but in unison 
with God Himself, for as the Father gazes on 
the family of His children gathered in Christ 
around His footstool, the Heart of the Eternal 
responds to the joy of justified humanity, and 
gives expression to its joy, as it cries, '^ This 
My son was dead, and is alive again ; he was 
lost, and is found." 
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Eph. i. 6. 
" He hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 



It 



"DEJOICE, ye sons of men! Catch up the 
■*-^ thrilling strains of the Gloria in JExcelsis 
Deo, wherewith angelic choirs ushered in the 
Lord on that first Christmas night. Catch up 
the joy that flowed through the hearts of those 
poor shepherds as they listened to the angelic 
message in which the first Evangelist pro- 
claimed the tidings of a " Saviour born.'' Re- 
joice, ye sons of men ! the hunger of humanity is 
satisfied ; the thirst of humanity is quenched ; 
the distance separating the Creator from the 
creature is bridged over, and the prodigal is 
returned to his Father's House. Rejoice, ye 
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sons of men ! humanity is accepted with God 
in Christ, and in that acceptance is found the 
coming in of all joys, and the passing away of 
all wants and sorrows. 

I. Of the fact on which the joy of the re- 
deemed rests there is no doubt — ^there is ac- 
ceptance for humanity with God, Trace yet 
again that wondrous Life which we have traced 
before ; that Life so essentially human, whilst 
so manifestly divine. It finds Its earthly be- 
ginning in the house of the Annunciation in 
Nazareth, when, ^^by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, He was made very man of the sub- 
stance of the Virgin Mary, His Mother.^' It 
manifests itself at Christmas when in the cave 
of Bethlehem the Holy Mother brought forth 
her first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swad- 
dling clothes, and laid Him in the manger. 
There the verity of His embrace of our common 
manhood is clearly recognized as with pro- 
foundest adoration we fall before the Babe of 
Bethlehem, and mark how He has clothed Him- 
self with the dependence and weakness of the 
new-born babe. Watch that Life as it pro- 
ceeds, and so learn again Its real humanity. 
Bethlehem gives place to Egypt, Egypt to 
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Nazaretli, Nazareth to Capernaum, Capernaum 
to the Holy City, and to the cross and tomb. 
Yes, gaze on that life of the Man Christ Jesus 
as He travels over the road marked out for all 
living from the cradle to the grave. Behold 
the Babe nursed in a mother's arms, and nest- 
ling to a mother's breast; then the Child grow- 
ing stronger and stronger; then the young 
Mechanic of the Galilean village increasing in 
wisdom and stature; then the Carpenter in 
the workshop; then the Teacher of Jewry; 
aild then the Crucified on the cross. Be He 
more than man or not, of His essential hu- 
manity there can be no question. Be it so, 
then trace that manhood still. Behold Him 
on the cross. He is wrapped now in the close 
embrace of death. The sacred Form is stretched 
upon the tree, and no longer moves with the 
impulses of life ; the sacred Tongue no longer 
speaks of that which belongs to man's ever- 
lasting peace; the crown of thorns no longer 
pains the sacred Head; and Calvary is the 
death-chamber of the Son of Mary. And now 
lovingly and gently the Body of Jesus is taken 
from the tree, the bearers carry the still, cold 
Form ; the women, as the mourners, follow, as 
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a Man goeth " to His long home." Now they 
lay Him in the new tomb hewn out in the rock, 
and taking one long, lingering look of that 
dear Form the sepulchre is closed, and Jesus 
is buried in the rich man's tomb. But to Him 
the grave is no " long home/' On the third 
day Life comes back to that dead Form; the 
Eye that was glazed in death sees ; the Hand 
that was powerless in death is lifted up in bene- 
diction ; the Feet that found their rest in death 
again tread the Holy Land; and the Heart 
that was stilled in death again beats with the 
throb of Life, for Jesus has risen from the tomb, 
breaking the *^ bands of death.'' And, when 
the great Forty Days had passed on, that hu- 
manity taken of Mary, and nourished in Naza- 
reth, — ^the humanity of Him who is the Babe, 
the Carpenter, the Teacher, the Crucified, the 
risen Jesus,— in the sight of men, and amidst 
the anthems of angelic choirs, passes within 
the veil, and its triumphal progress ceases not 
until it reaches the Throne of God. There, 
by His Father's Will, He is seated on the 
Eternal Throne from whence the Son of Mary, 
in the verity of His nature, sways the destinies 
of all creation, and in His humanity reigns 
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over the Kingdom of His Church. Yet still 
is He perfect Man, ^^bone of our bone, and 
flesh of our flesh/^ And as we gaze on this 
wondrous exaltation of our nature in Him who 
is the Son of Man^ we see that at least in Him 
there is acceptance for humanity with God. 

Yes, there is acceptance for humanity with 
God, and not alone for Him. He is not only 
one of the members of our race who dwells in 
the ^^ presence of God,'' not alone is He in 
that great benediction of humanity, for around 
the feet of Jesus I see circling in mystic order 
^^a great multitude of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues ;" who, clad in their 
robes of spotless whiteness, before the throne 
for ever sing the songs of an accepted people to 
Him who is their God. Are not they accepted 
who, days of wandering over, are gathered into 
their Father's Home, there to bask in the sun- 
shine of His smile, and to revel in His love ? 
Are not they accepted on whom " the best 
robe" of the Divine righteousness has been 
"put"? Are not they accepted who live in 
'^ the joy of the Divine forgiveness," sealed to 
them by the reconciling kiss of God ? Are not 
they accepted in whom each single power of 
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body, mind, and soul has been perfected in the 
.Vision of the Eternal ? And hence, whilst with 
rapture I gaze on the Lamb as It had been 
slain before the Throne, and rejoice in the ac- 
ceptance of humanity, how is that joy intensi- 
fied, as I dwell in thought on ^^ the great multi- 
tude,'^ who, one with me, even in my sins, are yet 
now, their wanderings over, resting in one com- 
mon Father's House; for each one speaks to me, 
and Siays, " Heaven's door is open, the Father 
waits, there is with Him acceptance for thee." 
Ah ! but I hear some one saying. That is be- 
yond the grave ; then the redeemed shall enter 
into the joy of the Divine embrace, but can 
there be acceptance here and now ? That there 
is no absolute impossibility to one of us entering 
consciously and really into the blessings of the 
Divine acceptance is clear from this — ^there has 
been one at least who knew what it was whilst 
here on earth. I speak of S. Mary the Virgin. 
It is quite true that alike in the joys and sor- 
rows, the blessings and the responsibilities of 
the Divine Maternity she dwells alone, separated 
from all other creatures, in the solitariness of 
that dazzling magnificence wherewith "He 
who is mighty hath magnified " her in choosing 



70 UNION WITH CHRIST [lbct. 

her with His eternal election to be the 
Mother of His Son. But S. Mary is not only 
the Mother of God, she is also the model of an 
accepted life : in her we see embodied the joys 
on earth of the Divine embrace. Jesus Him- 
self has turned our gaze on her in this light. 
One cries out in her enthusiasm as she hangs 
on the lips of the Son of Mary, ^^ Blessed is the 
womb that bare thee, and the paps that thou 
hast sucked;" and to her He replies, "Yes, 
indeed (fievouvye) ; but also blessed are they 
who hear the Word of God, and keep it." 

** Ave Maria ! Blessed Maid ! 
Lily of Eden's fragrant shade. 

Who can express the love 
That nurtured thee so pure and sweet, 
Making thj heart a shelter meet 

For Jesus, Holy Dove P 

" Ave Maria ! Mother blest. 
To whom caressing and caress'd 

CUngs the Eternal Child ; 
Favoured beyond archangers dream. 
When first on thee with tenderest gleam 

Thy new-bom Saviour smiled. 

" Ave Maria ! thou whose name 
All but adoring love may claim. 

Yet may we reach thy shrine ; 
For He, thy Son and Saviour vows 
To crown all lowly, lofty brows 

With love and joy like thine. 
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" Bless*d is the womb that bare Him, — ^bless'd 
The bosom where His lips were press'd, 

Bnt rather bless'd are they 
Who hear His Word and keep it well, 
The living homes where Christ shall dwell. 

And never pass away." 

Gtbze we then, thus, on S. Mary, in her home 
in Nazareth, not in the light of the Divine 
maternity, but in that of Divine acceptance. 
For the Life of the Blessed Virgin falls 
into two grand divisions; she is first the 
Maiden of Nazareth, and then the Mother of 
God* Look then at the Maiden of Nazareth, 
and see in her, before the mystery of the 
Annunciation, acceptance with God. For her 
purity and holiness began not then, when 
at the moment of 'the Incarnation her God 
tabernacled in her womb ; nay, it was that 
very purity and holiness communicated to her 
ere this in the power of the grace of God, 
which fitted her to become the woman of 
whose substance Jesus should take flesh and 
blood. This fact is made certain to us by the 
terms of the angelic Salutation. When the angel 
said to S. Mary, ^^Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured " (S. Luke i. 28), he did not merely 
hail her as one then passing into the realm of 
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grace, but as being one whose abode had been 
there in the past. In this portion of his saluta- 
tion he did not effect the creation of a new 
character, but proclaimed one already existing. 
This was indeed the ground of the salutation 
that followed ; it was because she was already 
in a state of Divine acceptance that she was 
fitted to be the Mother of God, for it was only 
from the number of those who had yielded to His 
grace, that the woman long expected, who was 
to be the Mother of Messiah, could spring. 
And it is in this state of grace in which she 
lived her life before the Annunciation, and in 
which she still lived on until the end of her 
earthly life, that the Blessed Virgin is the type 
of an accepted, that is, of a justified life. 

The character of the Blessed Virgin is un- 
veiled to us in the narrative of the visit of 
S. Gabriel to her home in Nazareth, and as we 
gaze on her, remembering what the three 
blessings were that are wrapped up in the idea 
of justification, we see how in her the idea is 
realized, for by her these blessings are found. 

(1.) Behold then, in the first place, a life 
united with God. How wonderfully is this 
opened up to us in the History of the Annun- 
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dation! There, in the quietness of her de- 
meanour in the angelic presence, we can see 
one who had " passed within the veil,^' and who 
lived in the thought of God. Her character 
stands unveiled to the children of faith as, 
unstaggered by the wondrous salutation, she 
meekly bows her head before the message of 
God, and says, " Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ; be it unto me according to Thy word/' 
Her whole being is yielded up to God, and great 
as is the chasm between the sinner and the 
Eternal, for her at least it is bridged over, who, 
as the Lord's handmaid, dwells constantly in 
His realized presence, and is at home with God, 
(2.) But this life of Divine union implies 
the blessing of forgiveness, and the absence of 
that sense of guilt which is the agony of the 
unjustified soul. When Adam, after his sin, 
'^ heard the voice of the Lord God walking in 
the garden,'' he '^hid himself from the presence 
of the Lord God," because "he was afraid" in 
his consciousness of sin, and the cowering of 
man, in real or superstitious fear before the 
supernatural and the unseen marks the pre- 
sence of the same fear, arising from the same 
cause, in his descendants : and hence the cry 
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is heard — *^ How can a man be justified with 
God, or how can he be clean who is born of a 
woman ?^' But in the heart of a maiden of 
Nazareth no such fear finds place; from her 
lip on that day there came no such agonizing 
cry. She had learnt with simple trust to look 
up into the face of God, and in the light of 
His countenance, untroubled with the sense of 
guilt, she lived in His peace. 

(3.) And then in the Blessed Virgin is seen 
the recreation of our nature, under the power- 
ful actings of the grace of God. In her is seen 
what humanity may become in the beauty of 
the Christian virtues. Look at this wondrous 
character. Its foundation is laid in that which 
is ever the first grace in holiness — ^humility; 
that humility, I mean, which empties a man of 
self, and leads him in his conscious self-depen- 
dence, hungry and thirsty, in every thing to 
hang on God. The Holy Ghost has rendered 
illustrious the humility of the Holy Virgin, 
as He moved her by His secret inspiration in 
the grand strains of the Magnificat to sing to 
Him ^^ who fiUeth the hrmgry with good things,^' 
and ^^who exalteth the humble and meek.^^ 
Following upon this humility, and closely allied 
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with it, is her wonderful purity, by which I 
mean " the stilling of the motions of sin in the 
members,^' the restoration of that inward har- 
mony of being which finds an unmistakable 
expression in the outward repose of her life. 
And side by side with this is that unworldly 
hiddenness of life which is the great character- 
istic of the saintly life. " Mary kept all these 
things, and pondered them in her heart/' Thus 
in the retirement of her village home, in that 
life of quiet meditation, of constant listening 
and little speaking, of earnest rapt contempla- 
tion rather than excited action, she listened to 
catch the words of Him who speaks to His 
elect with ^^ a still small voice;" and then when 
its sweet echoes fell upon her ear she trea- 
sured up its faintest accents, and sought to 
draw forth from them those hidden depths of 
meaning which ever lie beneath the surface in 
the words of God. 

And with these we see in her the grace of 
faith; a faith which ^^ staggered not at the 
promise of God,'' though never was such a 
demand made on a creature's faith as was made 
by S. Gabriel on that of the Blessed Virgin, 
when he announced to her that she, the maiden 
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of Nazareth, was to become the Mother of her 
God. Paint the scene. It is early mom, for 
God^s visits of grace are often in the morn, as 
His visits of judgment are in the night. In 
some cottage home in that village of Nazareth, 
hidden among the Galilean hills, is one alone 
and bowed down in prayer. And now she is 
conscious that her retirement is invaded, and 
lo an angelic form is by her, and angelic lips 
are heard uttering those words which Catholic 
Christendom has treasured up as the memorial 
of the Incarnation, — "the Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee j therefore also that holy 
thing that shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God." S. Mary's faith co-operates 
with the Divine Benediction, for she is a will- 
ing instrument in the Incarnation ; her action 
is not merely mechanical, but by her faith re- 
sponding to God's message she becomes the 
Mother of the Incarnate: and thus when we 
remember all that has come to us through the 
blessing of the Incarnation, well may we per- 
petuate the benediction wherewith one of old 
saluted her, and, recognizing the greatness of her 
faith, cry out, " Blessed is she that helieved, for 
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there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord/^ But, oh 
brothers ! in one in whom humility is found to 
reign, in whom the pure harmony of being is 
restored, in whom the voice of God is heard 
speaking the marvels of His grace, and from 
whom "the living sacrifice ^^ of obedience is 
willingly offered to the Creator in the power of 
faith — in such a one surely humanity is re- 
stored to its lost dignity and is made new in 
God. 

All these varied blessings are in their mea- 
sure the heritage of all who yield themselves 
to God, and pass into the life of Justificatfcn. 
In my text it seems to me that we are led to 
gaze on the Blessed Virgin as realizing to us 
the ideas of the great blessings of the Hfe of 
the children of God. The word which here is 
translated ^^accepted^^ {i)(apLT&<T€v)f and which 
teaches us what the blessings of the Church 
of Jesus are, is the same as that in the an- 
gelic salutation which is translated ^^ highly 
favoured^' — {K€X(ip('TcofjL€vrj) ; and so the bless- 
ings given to us in a state of acceptance with 
God, in kind though not in degree, must be 
the same as those which we have seen were 
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the blessings of S. Mary^s life before she was 
^^ magnified^' tlirougli God^s electing her to be 
the Mother of His Son. 

Is it not so ? In the Church of Jesus Christ 
we are called upon to enter into the benedic- 
tion of Him who hath said, ^^I will receive 
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty/' But he whom God receives is 
by Him accepted; he whom God makes His 
child is to Him united, for he has returned 
from the far country, and in the Father's 
embrace is brought home to the Father's 
Hcfuse. And he who is thus accepted is for- 
given. " I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people ; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more " (Jer. 
xxxi. 83, 34). The kiss of reconciliation 
which the Father gives to His returning chil- 
dren is the very seal of that acceptance, and 
as He runs and falls on the penitent's neck, 
and enfolds him in the embrace of the Eternal 
Arms, He gives him as His first gift of love 
forgiveness of the past, and hence the first 
beatitude of the life of justification which the 
penitent realizes is this — " Blessed is the man 
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whose unrighteousness is forgiven, and whose 
sin is covered/' And he who^ is accepted is 
recreated in the inner man. It is quite true 
that this recreation is not fully manifested in 
the life, for the virtues of the Christian cha- 
racter are only gradually formed, and that after 
earnest, persevering eflFort. Yet, even whilst 
still "the nature of sin doth remain in the 
regenerate,^' the new nature is communicated 
to the justified, and they are renewed by God : 
'^ old things pass away, and all things become 
new/' Ah, brethren, since there is such an 
acceptance for humanity, did I not well to bid 
you rejoice ? 

II. Yes, you say, I grant it ; there is accept- 
ance for humanity with God : I see it as on the 
Mount of Olivet, at Ascension-tide, I watch the 
triumphal progress of the Man Christ Jesus to 
the throne of God — I see it as I gaze on the 
countless multitude of the redeemed in para- 
dise who live in the presence of God. I see it 
as a state to be attained on earth as I dwell in 
thought on '' the highly-favoured Virgin," and 
" tiie accepted sons of God." But ere I can 
sing the song you bid me sing, I must find an 
afUswer to this question, — There is acceptance 
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for humanity, how then can I pass into this 
blessed state ? how can I thus know the joy 
of the embrace of God ? The answer comes^ 
'^ He hath made us accepted in the Beloved ;'' 
or, as a living prelate has expressed the truth, 
^^wo are accounted righteous before God as 
the members of a righteous person/' Through 
union with Christ we are accepted with God, 
and this union is through an actual incorpora- 
tion into Him whereby we become ^^ His mem- 
bers,'' and so our whole nature is brought into 
oneness with His. 

In the Holy Scriptures we recognize dis- 
tinctly the necessity that exists — if its language 
is justifiable — of the actual incorporation of the 
whole nature of the regenerate into Christ. 
Thus, in the prophecies of the ancient Scrip- 
tures, the figui'es under which. this union is 
spoken of manifest this necessity. He is to 
be the Root, and we the stem of the Yine of 
God. He is born as the Babe of Bethlehem 
that He may be the Father of a new race. 
" Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and His name shall be the Everlasting 
Father.^' In each case the figure is misdirect- 
ing if it be intended to point out any thing 
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but a union of incorporation. When we pass 
from the Old Testament to the New, and listen 
to the words of Jesus and the Apostles, it is 
still the same. He is the Head/ and we the 
members, whereof is made one Body, which in 
one place is called by the name of Christ. 
(1 Cor, xii. 12.) And as though he would 
render it impossible by a figurative applica- 
tion of the words, to make them express any 
thing short of a union of incorporation into 
the humanity of our Incarnate God, the Apostle, 
piling word upon word, says that ^^we are* 
members of His body, of His flesh, and of 
His bones.^' He drives us away from the 
miserable thought of a merely emotional union 
into the realization of that oneness wherein in 
body, mind, and heart we are united to the 
whole Person of the Incarnate Head. Thank 
God, the union between Christ and His people 
in the kingdom of H is grace is real, tangible, 
and objective ; a union far grander and more 
satisfying than that which drives me back into 
myself, and makes my faith to create what it 
can but realize. Ah I he builds securely who 
builds upon the Rock of Ages; and he who 
recognizes the grace of God uniting him in tho 

o 
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fulness of his being to the Incarnate, shall 
find in that recognition a consecrating power 
and an abiding strength which they can never 
know who, in a system of miserable subjectivity, 
fixing their gaze within upon the actings of the 
soul rather than without on the embrace of God 

« 

in Christ, are building their hopes of accept- 
ance with God in Christ on the movements of 
the intellect, or the emotions of the heart. 

Christ is pointed out to us in the writings 
of S. Paul as the Second Adam, and in Him 
humanity has opened unto it a new source of 
being in the mystery of regeneration. The 
power of this thought is intensified in the 
proportion in which we can grasp its reality. 
The Son of Man, who is the Second Adam, 
takes into union with Himself, existing in the 
verity of His Divine Being, the same humanity 
which was in Adam. He has the same bodily 
and mental nature. In will and affections they 
are constituted alike. In one point only, in 
the outward course of their lives, do they differ; 
for whilst the first Adam appears in the fiiU 
development of his powers, the Second Adam 
becomes the Babe of Bethlehem. The tempt- 
ations of Eden and of the wilderness are the 
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same; there is the same nature appealed to, 
and in each case the appeal is made to " the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life/^ Behold the Second Adam 
tracking the first along the path he walked, 
that He might manifest His oneness with him 
in his humanity. But where the first Adam 
fell, the Second conquers. Never for an instant 
does He waver in the fight; but thrice assaulted 
He is thrice victorious, and at last " the devil 
leaveth Him^^ as Master of the field. Adam 
through his sin becomes the rejected of God ; 
for he is driven out of paradise, an angel with 
a flaming sword bars the entrance to the Tree 
of Life, and Adam goes forth manifestly losing 
his primitive purity and blessings. The Second 
Adam is proclaimed as ^^ the Accepted of God,^' 
not only by the voice from heaven at the 
Baptism and the Transfiguration, but more 
especially in that He is declared to be '^the 
Son of God with power through the resur- 
rection from the dead.^^ 

God looks on Adam, and sees in him hu- 
manity, which is in his loins, '^ fallen and re- 
jected.^^ He looks on the Second Adam, and 
sees in Him regenerate humanity reclaimed and 
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accepted. When Adam fell others fell in him, 
and this fall reaches unto us ; for we, as Adam 
was, are ^^by nature the children of wrath/' 
This, not by imputation — for Adam's sin is not 
imputed to us — ^but by inheritance. We were 
''in the loins of our father'' Adam when the 
tempter met him, and we in him were con- 
quered by the foe : the whole race of humanity 
was then summed up in him ; for the human 
life of to-day is but the extension of that life 
that was then summed up in Adam and Eve. 
So in him of necessity we fell, and when Adam 
begat a child he begat him " in his own like- 
ness," for who can bring ''a clean thing out of 
an unclean ?" and so, as a matter of experience, 
we do inherit a nature prone to sin. And this 
nature is communicated to the sons of men by 
that natural birth whereby we are linked on 
to the humanity of Adam as the members of a 
race to its head and source. 

In the Second Adam our wants are met. 
He is incarnate, that He may become the Head 
of a race of men who are ''living to righteous- 
ness," as the first Adam is the head of a race 
of men " dead in trespasses and sins ;" " for as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
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made alive/^ Yes, Jesus the Child of Mary is 
'^ the Everlasting Father ^^ of the Church, and so 
the Father of ^' a new creation/' This new crea- 
tion might have been called into being, had He 
so willed (ignoring the existence of the family of 
the first Adam), through the energy that comes 
forth from Him whose word is a creative 
word, and who in its power makes things that 
are not to exist. But not so is the election of 
God. He wills to make His new creation out 
of the elements of the old; and so Christ 
comes to be the Regenerator of His brethren, 
'^in whom we are a new creation, old things 
having passed away, and all things become 
new/' So, in the mystery of His grace. He 
unites us to Himself — ^body, soul, and spirit: 
hence, as we are in Adam by nature, so are we 
in the Second Adam by grace ; and hence, as 
humanity fell in the person of Adam as being 
in him, so the family of Grod is saved in the 
Second Adam as being in mm. Itisbynatnral 
birth that the stream of life is extended and 
perpetuated, and it is by the mystery of the 
new birth that the family of the Second Adam 
is increased ; for as by natural generation we 
enter into the world, by spiritual regeneraticn 
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we enter into the Churcli. For ^' being bom 
again of water and the Holy Ghost^^' we ^' enter 
into the Kingdom of God/^ and so become 
members of Christ. Real is the tie that links 
us unto Adam, since it is that of a derived and 
communicated life ; equally real is that linking 
us to the Second Adam, " of whose fulness all 
we receive, and grace for grace/^ On this real 
union of our whole being with the Person of 
the Incarnate hangs our sharing in the bene- 
diction He is shedding on His Church ; for this 
is the condition of our justification, since '' we 
are made to be accepted in the Beloved/' 

m. But how are we thus brought into one- 
ness with the Person of the Second Adam? 
What is the power in which we are thus joined 
to Christ ? Who is the Agent of this wondrous 
union ? It is God the Holy Ghost. It is He 
whose work it is to unite men to the Person of 
the Son of Mary, and it is in the energy of the 
Eternal Spirit that the union of the Head and 
the members in the mystical Body of Christ is 
created and sustained. It is the special office 
of the Blessed Spirit to be the bond of union. 
This is His special office in the Godhead, for 
He has been called ^^ the term of the Godhead.'^ 
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The Father in one eternal action begets the 
Son; from the Father and the Son, or 
from the Father through the Son, proceeds 
the Holy Spirit in one eternal procession. 
But beyond this, there is no more extension of 
the Being of God, for '^ the Catholic Faith is 
this, that we worship one Grod in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity/' The Spirit as it were 
returns back on Him who is the source of the 
Godhead, and so He becomes the bond of 
union in the Eternal Trinity, And as He is in 
the Godhead the bond of union, so is He the 
power uniting creation to its Creator, That 
which unites us to God is the fact, ^^ that in 
Him we live and move and have our being /' 
ours is a God-given and a God-sustained life. 
The angels were called into being through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost, for '^ by the word 
of the Lord were the heavens made, and all 
the host of them by the breath of His mouth/' 
So again, when the morning of the creation of 
this lower world dawned amidst the songs of 
the angelic bands, who then, as at the advent 
of the . new creation on Christmas-night, 
'^ shouted for joy,'' it was in the energy of 
the Spirit that life was communicated to the 
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creatures, for '^ the Spirit of God brooded over 
the face of the waters ; and then God said, Let 
there be light, and there was light/^ And 
when at length God created man, and so gave 
expression in him to His Eternal Idea, He 
took of the dust of the earth, and breathed 
into him the breath of life ; whereby he exists 
through the Eternal Spirit. In the Incarnation 
again, when He would celebrate the marriage of 
the Creator with the creature, wherein humanity 
and divinity should be united in one Person, 
the Holy Ghost came upon and overshadowed 
the Holy Virgm, and in His energy the two 
natures meet in the one Christ. So again, it is 
in the Life of the Catholic Church ; the Spirit 
of God, descending at Pentecost on the mem- 
bers from the Head, unites them into the One 
Body, whereby the Holy Spirit is the soul of 
the Church, in Whose wondrous power it is 
united to Jesu& Christ, and is filled with that 
invincible energy in which it lives and grows. 
And so is it with the individual soul, for " we 
are bom again of the Spirit,^^ and so become 
God^s children in Christ Jesus ^^ by adoption 
and grace.^^ It is the Holy Ghost who perfects^ 
the union of each member of Christ thus begun ; 
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it is He who leads him to yield to God in the 
power of converting grace ; it is He who gives 
him true contrition; it is He who leads him 
into conscious peace as ^' He bears witness with 
his spirit that he is the child of God/^ Prayer 
is a necessity for Christian livings but it is in a 
supernatural power that we pray even in the 
power of that Spirit, '^ who maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered/* 
There is no true perseverance or progress in 
Christian life without mortification, but it is 
" through the Spirit that we mortify the deeds 
of the flesh." The Christian life is a life of 
progressive illumination, "shining more and 
more unto the perfect day ;" but this illumi- 
nation is ours through His energy, for as we 
gaze on the Person of the Son of Mary, "we see 
reflected as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
and are changed into the same image from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of .the 
Lord." The full development of the life of 
Christ in His elect can never be realized here, 
but " the day draws nigh " when the redeemed 
shall enter into the glories of the Father^s 
House, and body, soul, and spirit shall attain 
their perfect development in the vision of 
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Christ ; but this shall be theirs in the power of 
the Holy Ghost, '^ for if the Spirit of Him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by His Spirit that 
dwelleth in you^^ (Eom. viii. 11). Yes; it is 
through the Eternal Spirit, proceeding from 
the throne of God, through the intercession of 
*^the Lamb as it had been slain,^^ in the per- 
fection of His sevenfold gifts, that the collective 
Church, and each faithful soul in her, is brought 
into that living oneness with the Incarnate 
from which flows to us the benediction of being 
the accepted children of the living God; and 
it is our especial blessing in the Catholic Church 
that we are among those who know ^'the 
glories of the ministration of the Spirit/' 

rV. The action of the Eternal Spirit is free, 
but in His great love He has been pleased to 
reveal Himself to us as acting according to 
fixed, definite, and organic laws. The reign of 
law, whereby God of His sovereign will wills 
to act on His creation, is as real in the kingdom 
of grace as in that of nature. Our Lord Him- 
self has taught us this. Once in reply to the 
charge of working His wondrous works by 
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Satanic agency. He, in the first apology for 
Christianity, opened up to His people the real 
power of His work. ^^If I by the Spirit of 
God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of 
God is come upon you/^ The Spirit of God 
then acts on humanity through the kingdom of 
God. It was to found such a kingdom that 
the Incarnate. came. Of such a kingdom the 
prophets spake — its near advent the Baptist 
proclaimed — its presence among men, its laws, 
its nature, and its destinies the Incarnate 
pointed out — and its constitution, officers, and 
work were assigned to it by Him who after 
His resurrection first created His apostles the 
Princes of His Kingdom, and then, during forty 
days, ^^ spake to them of the things pertaining 
to the kingdom of God.^^ This kingdom is the 
Holy Catholic Church. This Society actually 
existing in our midst to-day traces its history 
up to Pentecost, and claims as its Pounder Him 
who said, " Upon this Eock I will build my 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.^^ It is not a disorganized mob, but 
it is an organized kingdom with an established 
form of government, with a definite confession 
of faith, with fixed marks of citizenship, and 
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with a common life ; " for they continue stead- 
fastly in the Apostles^ doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread and in prayers/^ 
This Society, perpetuating the life of the 
Incarnation, is at once of earth and of heaven; 
of earth, for it is, at least in part, a visible 
organization of living men ; but of heaven, for 
it is instinct with Divine life and endowed with 
heavenly powers. The Incarnate breathed into 
it the Spirit to be its soul, and ^^ the one Body 
instinct with the one Spirit ^^ goes forth upon its 
mission wise with Divine wisdom and strong with 
Divine strength. The Spirit of God dwells in 
it, and it is that living organization whereby He 
acts upon the world and pours upon us age after 
age the blessings of the Incarnation. '^ Grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ,^^ and the 
Spirit in the Catholic Church hands on these 
gifts from age to age. ^^The Church of the 
living God is the pillar and ground of tfee 
truth,^^ and from her lips the generations of 
men have learned the faith of Christ, but it is 
through the work of that " Holy Spirit who 
guides her into the whole truth.^' The grace 
of Christ is poured forth on men wherever the 
Church of Jesus reaches in her blessed minis- 
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try, but it is because the Holy Spirit gives 
energy to her acts in the means of grace. 

For, brethren, in the Church of Jesus Christ 
the Holy Spirit brings men into union with the 
Lord through Christian Sacraments. In Holy 
Baptism we are taught to believe that we are 
tnade ^^ members of Christ,^^ and so are taken 
into the number of those who are ''accepted^' 
or '^justified with God/' Christ is the vine, 
and we who by nature are of '^the vine of 
Sodom'' are '^grafted contrary to nature," i.e. 
in a supernatural way, into the true vine, Christ 
Jesus, ^^from whose fulness" through this 
engrafting we draw forth '^ grace for grace." 
This blessed union is ours because we are 
^' baptized into Jesus Christ." Again, we are 
''the* children of God" as the necessary result 
of our being in Christ, for ''in the bath of 
regeneration we put on Christ," and so become 
members of God's family which is in heaven 
and earth, for in our baptism "we are bom again 
of water and the Holy Ghost," and so enter 
into the Kingdom of God. But all this won- 
drous benediction that reaches to the regenerate 
in the waters of baptism is through the work- 
ings of the Holy Ghost. By the one Spirit we 
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are ^all baptized into the one body/^ and the 
gift of the Holy Ghost is the one great gift of 
Christian Baptism. The promise "to us and 
to our children^ and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as God shall call/^ is that then 
"we shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost/' 
Baptism, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
thus then unites us to Christ. 

But the union thus created requires to be 
confirmed and increased. The whole grace of 
Christ is not communicated at once to the soul, 
but "it is infused into Christian men by de- 
grees, planted in them at the first by baptism, 
after cherished, watered, and strengthened* as 
by other virtuous offices which piety and true 
religion teacheth, so by the rite or ceremony 
of Confirmation*;'' and hence "the ancient 
custom of the Church was after they had 
baptized to add thereunto imposition of hands 
with effectual prayer for the illumination of 
God's most Holy Spirit to confirm and per- 
fect that which the grace of the same Spirit 
had already begun in baptism^." Confirmation 
is essentially the Sacrament of the Holy Spirit, 
for there He communicates His sevenfold 

1 Hooker, Book v. 66. 9. . » Ibid. 66. 1. 
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gifts, to the enlightenment of the Christian 
understanding, and the strengthening of the 
Christian character. There in the obedient 
soul, as each portion of its being is laid on 
the altar of God, is shed the benediction of 
the Holy Ghost, whereby the union of the 
soul with Jesus "is sealed unto the day of 
redemption,^' and they are manifestly de- 
clared to be 'Hhe accepted '^ of the Lord, 
and know the joy of the Divine acceptance as in 
the peace of God they "heartily thank Him 
who has called them to a state of salvation '^ 
in that Saviour who hath embraced them in 
thS arms of His mercy. 

Then follows the Blessed Sacrament, the 
great central act of worship in the Catholic 
Church, where Jesus, God, and Man is present 
"verily and indeed '^ to meet His accepted wor- 
shippers. There the Divine acceptance of the 
children of God shines out brightly and clearly. 
^ They who at His Altar Throne worship Jesus, 
and in Him the mighty God, singing the songs 
of the ransomed of the Lord within their 
Father's House, rejoice in their restoration to 
the Divine Presence. They who there in the 
Sacrifice of the Altar plead before the Eternal 
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Father the merits of the Crucified, in the way- 
He Himself hath ordained, rejoice in the for- 
giveness of the precious blood* They who 
there ^' eat His Flesh, and drink His Blood, 
so that their sinful bodies are made clean by 
His Body, and their souls washed through His 
most precious Blood,^* rejoice in that renewal 
of nature which comes to us from Christ. Oh 
how real our union with Jesus is as seen in the 
light of the Blessed Sacrament ! Can union be 
more intimate, can embrace be closer than 
this when ^^ through eating His Flesh and 
drinking His Blood, Christ dwells in us, and 
we in Him^^? Thus '^ by joints and bandfe ^' 
are we ^'knit unto the Head,'' by those great 
sacramental ties which the world has ever 
gainsaid, but can never destroy. Yet the Holy 
Sacrament is what it is through the power of 
the Holy Ghost, for He is the consecrating 
energy whereby in sacramental mystery the 
/'bread and wine'' after Consecration are no 
longer " common bread and common wine, but 
the Body and the Blood of the Incarnate 
Jesus." 

The progress of the soul, however, is not 
unchecked, for "the nature of sin doth remain" 
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itt the regenerate, breaking out — ah! how 
frequently! — into sin. Venial sin constantly 
arising, and mortal sin, alas ! ruining the soul 
for whom " the Saviour died -/' for when mortal 
sin is in the soul the Divine union is suspended, 
and may be destroyed. The spiritual life then, 
as the natural, needs its remedial aids, and 
there is balm in Gilead, "and a physician 
there/^ Now in the Church of Jesus the Holy 
Spirit waits to minister to souls diseased, and 
when, beneath His reproving power, the slum- 
bering conscience is awakened to a sense of 
sin, it leads the soul to the discipline of Con- 
fession, that there its wounds may be probed 
to their depths, and the cleansing of the pre- 
cious Blood be brought home to the penitent 
in Absolution. But in every step in the path 
of penitence we see the Spirit^s love ; it is He 
that awakens contrition in the soul; it is in 
His grace that the cleansing and renewing 
power of Christ^s pardon, whereby the soul is 
restored to healthy union with the Lord, is 
brought home to the heart ; it is in the power 
of the Spirit that alone we know the blessed-i 
ness and peace that flows through that heart 
in which, as S. Bernard says, " the Blood of 

H • 
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Jesus proclaims the forgiveness of all its 
sins. 

And there is yet another remedial aid which 
God has created in His Church, but which 
alas ! is for the present lost to us. The Church 
has her Sacrament for the sick-room in the 
Anointing of the Sick. " Is any sick among 
you?^^ says the Holy Ghost by S. James; "let 
him call for the elders of the Church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the Name of the Lord ; and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up, and if he have committed sins they 
shall be forgiven him.^^ My brethren, the 
neglect of this plain command is a very serious 
fact, for which its manifest misuse in Western 
Christendom is and can be no sufficient plea. 
It is a loss which we must bear patiently as 
long as our Father wills; but alike as men 
who would " walk in the commandments of the 
Lord,^^ and as they who prize the blessings 
here promised, be it yours and mine to labour 
and to pray for the restoration of this holy 
anointing in this English Church. Yet when 
the day shall come in which it is restored to 
us, we shall but have to recognize the actings 
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among us of one of those blessed means of 
grace whereby the Eternal Spirit communicates 
to man the blessings of the Incarnation in the 
Kingdom of Christ. 

Yes, we "are accounted righteous before 
God as the members of a righteous person -/' 
in other words, our justification consists in this, 
that we in the verity of our being, body, mind, 
and soul, are united to the person of the Second 
Adam, who is very God and very Man, and 
thus are "accepted in the Beloved/^ The 
righteousness in which we stand accepted before 
God is not an imputed but a communicated 
righteousness. It is communicated by no 
arbitrary decree, but flows to God^s elect as 
a portion of that inheritance which is theirs 
through a real union with the Second Adam. 
As we are not outcasts from the Paradise of 
God through the imputation of Adam^s sin, 
but through an actual inheritance of it; so 
we are restored to God^s presence not through 
the imputation of Christ^s righteousness, but 
through inheritance of it*. 

By nature we are in the first Adam, "in whom 
all die -/^ by grace we are in the second Adain, 

3 Note A. 
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in wliom the regenerate are " made alive /^ Our 
Lord communicates the merits of His Passion 
to all who are in Him, even as the poison of 
sin flows from Adam to all who were in him. 
There is pressing need to-day for the grasping 
of this truth, as in the embrace of it many an 
anxious mind will find a way of escape from 
many serious and perplexing doubts. There 
is a system of religious thought, more or less 
prevalent around us, which is provoking the 
opposition of earnest minds, who, believing this 
system to be the exponent of " the truth as it 
is in Jesus,^^ are taking up positions hostile to 
the Church of Christ. For instance, Theodore 
Parker protests against nearly all the distinc- 
tive features of the faith of the Incarnate, but 
that which provokes this opposition is that 
^' popular theology '^ which will commend itself 
neither to the intellect nor the heart of a large 
number of earnest men. The religion of the 
Incarnate in the Catholic Church is so widely 
diverse from this " popular theology '' as to be 
virtually another faith. It knows nothing of a 
Father Who is the impersonation of wrath, and 
whose pardoning power can only be brought 
to act on humanity through the shedding of the 
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blood of Him Who is the incarnation of love. 
It knows nothing of a doctrine of substitution, 
in which no union is recognized between the 
sinner and the Sin-bearer but that of an arbi- 
trary Divine decree. It knows nothing of an 
idea of a righteousness merely imputed accord- 
ing to the arbitrary will of One who reigns over 
all, — a righteousness which man is powerless 
to grasp, and as powerless to reject. It knows 
nothing of that fatalism with which Calvinism 
is so intimately connected, and which has dared 
to shelter itself beneath the name of Christ. 
With her the Blessed Trinity is one in love, 
and the Eternal Father^s heart is filled with 
love to His creatures. With her the Mystery 
of the Crucifixion is the manifestation of that 
love whereby ^^ the Father so loved the world 
that He gave His Son'^ for its redemption, 
whereby the Son gives Himself for us, and the 
Eternal Spirit manifests His oneness with them 
as His presence is recognized in that grandest 
act of love. She has a doctrine of substitution, 
for she points us to ^^ the Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sins of the world,^^ but the 
ransomed are united to the Redeemer as the 
child to the parent. She recognizes the hunger 
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of the human heart for the " gift of righteous- 
ness/^ and ministers to it, not by a mere fictitious 
righteousness of imputation, but by a righteous- 
ness really imparted whereby humanity is re- 
newed. Above all, she recognizes no limit arbi- 
trarily fixed to the love of God, but holds, as of 
the very foundation of her idea of Him who is 
emphatically the Good, that He ^^hateth nothing 
that He has made,^^ but that humanity is loved 
by Him who in His Incarnation is the Son 
of Man. "In Christ'^ mental difficulties are 
solved. If humanity as a matter of fact and 
personal consciousness inherits a nature prone 
to sin from those to whom it is linked on 
by birth, equally consonant is it to reason and 
justice that it should inherit a renewed nature 
from Him to Whom it is united by the new 
birth, I am not raised otherwise than as I am 
fallen; raised through union with Jesus as 
fallen through descent from Adam. 

Ah! not only "in Christ ^^ are mental doubts 
solved, but repose of soul is found. Passing 
away from a miserable subjectivity my gaze is 
riveted on the person of the Incarnate, and 
there I learn the fact that " I am apprehended 
of Christ Jesus " in the blessedness of His em^ 
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brace, whereby I am ^4n Him/' And in His 
deeds of love I see the manifestation of the yearn- 
ing of the Father's heart. It is the Father who, 
yearning for my return, sent His Son to be 
" the propitiation for my sins ;'' it is the Father 
who pours forth on me the gifts and graces of 
the Spirit whereby I am " in Christ ;" it is the 
Father who perfects in me that which His 
grace has begun. No longer am I separated 
from the thought of God. The dread of Him 
passes from me, and I no more cower before 
Him as the embodiment of wrath. He is my 
Father and I am His child ; and as, in the power 
of this great truth, I look up to my Father, and 
see Him enfolding me in His everlasting arms, 
in that embrace of God I find my security and 
my rest, and with joy unfeigned, as best I can, 
I praise Him who in His mighty love has 
^^ made me accepted in the Beloved.'' 



LECTURE IV. 

CONTBESION AND JUSTTFICA'nON. 

S. John xr. 4, 5. 

"Abide in Me, and I in yon. As the branch cannot bear 
fimit of itself, except it abide in the vine j no more can 
ye, except ye abide in Me. I am the vine, ye are the 
branches; he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth mnch fruit j for without Me ye can 
do nothing." 

GREAT, then, is the benediction of humanity 
in the Divine acceptance. In the Sacra- 
ments of the Church, through the power of the 
Holy Ghost, there is for it the joy of union 
with God through membership with "the 
Church, which is His Body, the fubiess of Him 
who fiUeth all in all.^^ Here the regenerate 
dwell in "a, land which is the glory of all 
lands */^ a land " watered by the dew of 
heaven ;^^ a ^^land that flows with milk and 
honey /^ " Happy art thou, Israel, people 



CONVERSION AND JUSTIFICATION. 105 

saved of the Lord/^ for thou art ^'accepted in 
the Beloved/' 

In glad expression of this happiness^ the 
redeemed in paradise sing the praises of the 
Lamb. On her altars the Church on earth, 
^' from the rising to the setting of the sun/' 
oflFers unto the Eternal the Holy Eucharist, as 
breathing forth, in a God-ordained manner, 
her thankfulness for redeeming grace. And 
so both here and there, hearts ^^set on fire 
with the joy of Divine acceptance'' conspire to 
raise one united song of thanksgiving to Him 
the love of Whom is the passion of their lives. 

Ah I but many a voice is silent, and many 
a heart throbs not with this rapturous love. 
Many a life is lived beneath the shadow of the 
altar in which the rule of Jesus is not owned, 
and the joy of redeemed humanity is unknown. 
Among the number of His elect how many are 
they who resist the pleadings of His love, and 
who, by refusing to bow their beings before 
the Crucified, are ^' not accepted in the Be- 
loved." Baptized, confirmed, absolved, com-, 
municated, perhaps — they are yet unsaved. 

Whence is it that so many of the baptized 
are thus aliens from God ? It is not because 
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of any unfaitlifulness on God's part to His 
covenant of grace. As real as is the want 
unveiled in man's cry for justification, so real 
is God's answer to that cry. In Jesus there is 
reconciliation with God; in Him the gift of 
sonship reaches to us, and in Him is the re- 
creation of our nature found. These blessings 
are ours ^^ in Christ Jesus ;" and God makes 
us to become members of His Son, by the 
power of His Spirit, in the Sacraments of the 
Church. These Sacraments can never fail to 
bring home to those who receive them, the grace 
God wills to convey through them. They are 
^^ means whereby we receive God's grace, and 
pledges to assure us thereof." But if the 
object of God's actings be the leading of hu- 
manity into His peace, and so to the stilling 
of the ancient cry by the satisfaction of the 
ancient want, then are we bound to ask, Whence 
is it that many of the baptized " members of 
Christ" are not "justified with God? " 

No one will deny the fact which claims our 
attention, viz., that all the regenerate are not 
in a state of justification. All the baptized to- 
day are regenerate ; all the baptized to-day are 
not justified with God. 
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It is quite true that every baptized child is 
by its baptism justified, for it is " called into a 
state of salvation/^ and is made " the child of 
God/^ But the continuance in that state of 
salvation is not secured by the grace of re- 
generation j and the child of God may " wander 
into the far country/^ and become an outcast 
from his Father^s House. This is no mere 
theoretical position, it is one of the fundamental 
laws of the Kingdom of God. S. Paul unveils 
it to us when he tells us that the unclean and 
the covetous "have no inheritance^' there* 
Even in the depths of degradation they are 
'^the children of the kingdom/' but children 
who by their own act have forfeited their state 
of acceptance with God. And as we gaze on 
the multitudes of the baptized around, who are 
beyond doubt living for " the world, the flesh, 
and the devil,'' we are compelled to believe 
that, even with the ministry of the Church, 
they are still unjustified, and that another work 
is needed in their being " if they are to stand 
before God accepted in the Beloved." We can 
but ask, what is this work ? 

But it is not only those who are living re- 
gardless of God who are unjustified. There is 
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the conviction of a real want in the spiritual 
lives of many who are living outwardly the 
life of the Church. They are diligent in the 
observance of fast and festival, and constant 
attendants on the Churches ministry ; they are 
baptized, confirmed, absolved, communicated, 
and yet they are sent ^^ empty away,^^ and 
wearied out beneath the burden of a troubled 
conscience they cry out despairingly the old 
cry, ^^ How can a man be justified with God ? ^^ 
No consciousness of sin forgiven leads them 
to fall in gratitude before the dear Redeemer ; 
no witness of the Divine sonship rejoices the 
heart. Darkness envelopes their path, and 
from an agonizing present they can but look 
back with despair on a guilty past, and forward 
with horror to a dreaded eternity. I cannot 
speak of these as '^ at peace with God '/^ nor 
can I think of them as justified with Him. 
S. Bernard tells us that we "must believe that 
our sins are pardoned through Christ. This is 
the testimony which the Holy Ghost gives in 
the heart, when it says, ^ Thy sins are forgiven 
thee '/ for thus the apostle thinks that a man is 
justified by faith*.^^ But in these there is no real 

^ Sermon on the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Flower's translation, p. 180. 
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apprehension of Christ Jesus, no yielding to the 
empire of the Crucified, and no realization of the 
embrace of God. There is something wanting 
still which must be found ere the cry for justifi- 
cation shall be changed into the thanksgiving of 
the Divine acceptance. I dare affirm with all 
confidence that there are many before me now 
who re-echo my words, and say that this is true. 
You say I have been baptized, I have been 
confirmed, I come constantly to Confession, and 
I receive the Blessed Sacrament ; but oh, the 
storm within is raging still, and the great hun- 
ger that wears me out is unsatisfied : ^^ What 
shall I do to be saved V I care not for theo- 
logical speculations ; here the deep needs of my 
being force me to recognize my danger, and I 
am not at peace with God. Brethren, if you so 
prefer, you may ignore the needs of such a soul, 
and laugh at it for its subjectivity ; but then 
there will be souls to whom you cannot minister, 
and there will be those wounded in heart whom 
you cannot heal. For the salvation of those 
for whom Christ bled, and for whom — ^yes, even 
now — He pleads, it is our duty then to face this 
question. What is needed for the justification of 
those whom, in the Sacraments of the Church, 
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the Father has embraced in the Everlasting 
arms ? 

What then is needed in the soul if it is to 
stand accepted before God ? Its conversion : 
as again S. Bernard teaches us: ^^K thou 
desirest the will of the Lord, it is thy con- 
version, for there is no other way to life for 
us but through conversion, nor is there any 
other approach unto God*/^ And what this 
conversion is, is unfolded to us in the words 
of the Evangelist : ^^ Abide in Me, and I in 
you/^ Union with God in Christ, if it be 
a living union, needs the act of God^s grace, 
whereby it is created, and the response of man 
to the creating act of God. I am bidden to 
^^ abide in Christ/^ This is an act of my own 
in obedience to God^s command, and on this 
^^ obedience of faith ^^ all the vitality of my soul 
depends. " Abide in Me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the Vine, no more can ye except 
ye abide in Me. I am the Vine, ye are the 
branches. He that abideth in Me and I in 
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : for 
severed from Me ye can do nothing. If a man 

* De Conversione, Cap. I. See Note B. 
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abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned/' 
He brings me into union with Himself, since 
by the Spirit ^^I am baptized into Jesus 
Christ;^' but this union must be personally 
realized and personally yielded to if the 
blessings of it are to flow to me. 

But what is the demand that is made on me 
when I am bidden to " abide in Christ ? ^' It 
is the surrender of the will. When the 
baptized has come to years of discretion, the 
baptismal union can only be vital through the 
surrender of the will to the privileges and 
duties of this union. Ah, what a mighty 
mystery is that of will in the creature ! I can 
understand how men staggered by this mystery 
have sought a deUverance from its perplexities 
in the embrace of the fatalistic theories of 
Calvinism and Materialism. And yet the exist- 
ence of this will is recognized by a conscious- 
ness within us that says,— 

" Our wills are ours, we know not how ; 
Our wills are ours, to make them Thine." 

For in the dealings of God with His rational 
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creatures, we see Him respecting this mys- 
terious power of will. He will not crush it, 
nor ignore it. He speaks to you and me as to 
those who are endowed with this wondrous gift, 
and appeals to us as to those who have power 
to respond, or to refuse obedience to His will. 
See this recognized in the invitations of God. 
" Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters,'^ is the cry of the prophet. " Come, for 
all things are now ready,^^ is the invitation of the 
preacher. ^^ Whosoever will let him take of the 
water of life freely,^^ is the cry of Jesus. It is 
to the will they speak; they plead with those 
who have power to obey, and power to resist. 

Still more strongly is this mystery of the 
will recognized in the remonstrances of God. 
Two instances will suffice to illustrate what I 
mean. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, had come to 
Israel, to give her life. With wondrous de- 
votion He had proclaimed His message in 
Judea and in Galilee. He had used denun- 
ciation and entreaty; He had rebuked sin 
and spoken of holiness ; He had unveiled the 
world in all its deformities and deceptions, and 
had manifested God in all the beauty of His 
Being, and the confidence of His Love. Then 
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He pleaded with His hearers to come to God 
until, wearied out in His work, He recognizes 
the power of the will in that agonizing cry in 
which He poured forth the sorrow of His 
Heart : ^^ Ye will not come to Me, that ye may 
have life/' Or listen to God's pleadings with 
His people in days even more remote. Judah 
is rushing on the road to national ruin, regard- 
less of Gt)d's judgments and unmoved by 
God's pleadings, when He appeals in moving 
powers to the wills of His people, as He cries, 
^^ Why will ye die, house of Israel ? '' It is 
not because of the overpowering energy of My 
wUl ; '^ 1 have no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth/' Therefore, Israel, My people, 
loved of My love, succoured with My protecting 
care, over whose fall My heart is grieved, and 
for whose weal My soul doth yearn, ^^ turn your- 
selves and live je" mystery of will, with 
which God pleads in words of wondrous in- 
vitations, and of still more wonderful remon- 
strance ! 

This mystery of the will, however, once 
clearly recognized, it is clear that no such a 
wondrous change can be wrought in man, when 
the power of his will is developed, as justifi- 
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cation is, without the surrender of his will. But 
the will must be willingly surrendered, or it is 
not will. If you eliminate the idea of freedom 
from the will, you destroy the will itself, by 
making it to be but the agent of another will. 
Hence, if the union of the soul with God in 
Christ is to be an abiding union, there must be 
the willing bowing down of the whole being to 
the reign of Jesus Christ, and the willing 
taking up of the privileges and duties of the 
state of regeneration. ^' Abide in Me.^' Yield 
thy will to God, and thy union with Him is 
vital; withdraw thy will from Him, and thy 
life withers and decays. 

The all importance of this surrender of the 
will to Jesus Christ, is seen if we only re- 
member how sin separates us from God. What 
is sin ? Is it not free will manifesting itself in 
disobedience to God? Hence the dethrone- 
ment of God in the being and the enthrone- 
ment of self is the result of the actings of the 
will ; and hence comes the chaos of human life 
without and within. For there are found as 
many centres of being as there are independent 
wills, and by this multiplying of the centres of 
life, you introduce, by the action of the will, sin 
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where there should be righteousness, and then 
chaos and unrest where there should be order 
and peace. And just as by a surrender of the 
will to something outside God man wanders 
from Him, so by a surrender of the will to God 
man returns to Him. By an act of the will the 
regenerate yields himself to Jesus Christ, and 
as this act of self-surrender is made in response 
to the grace of God, flowing to us through 
the Sacraments, the soul is vitally united with 
Christ, and the peace of God permeates its 
being. 

And the Church recognizes this sphere of the 
will in her instruction of her children in the 
Christian Faith. She teaches the child what 
it is by Baptism — "a member of Christ, a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.^' She then teaches^ us that this 
life with God in Christ implies the necessity of 
repentance, faith, and obedience. Then she 
deals with the child, and says. You are united 
to God in Christ; this union brings to you 
certain obligations : don't you think you are 
bound by them ? I do. Will you yield yourr 
self to them? I will. O blessed ''1 wilPM 
He who has said this ^^I will" of the Church 

I 2 
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Catechism "goes on his way rejoicing/^ as "he 
heartily thanks God that He has called him 
into a state of salvation '/^ for he has consciously 
responded to His union with Christ; but in 
him in whom there is no such response^ the 
joy of the Divine acceptance is wanting, for the 
blessings of justification are not his. 

But how is the will to be thus surrendered ? 
It is by an act of faith responding to the voice, 
and yielding obedience to the actions of God. 
It is the office of faith to justify by leading us 
in the realization of the unseen to yield our 
being up to God. God speaks to the inner 
self by His Priests, His Word, His Providence, 
but more than all by the actions of the Incar- 
nate; by the manger, the cross, and the 
pleading before the Throne, All these are the 
voice of God wherewith He pleads. " My son, 
give Me thine heart.^' Faith listens, and re- 
sponds to God^s call ; and this response of faith 
is absolutely necessary to the justification of 
man, for " we are justified by faith.^' Personal 
faith in Jesus Christ is an indispensable con- 
cUtion of salvation in all who are come to years 
of responsibility ; since it is by faith we come 
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to Jesus, as it is by His Sacraments that He 
comes to lis. See how full is the testimony of 
Holy Scripture on this point. Man's standing 
with God depends on faith : ^' He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life j and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life, for the 
wrath of God abideth on him '' (S. John iii. 
86) . By faith we pass from the number of the 
lost to the saved. "He that heareth My 
Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death unto 
life'' (v, 24). Faith saves: "As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (iii. 14, 15). So much for 
S. John. But listen to S. Paul: "By this 
Man . . all that believe are justified from all 
things." ^' Christ is the power of God to sal- 
vation to every one that believeth" (Rom. i. 
16), and "justified by faith we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 
V. 1). "We are saved by grace through 
faith." Oh, brethren, considering the tremen- 
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dous issues that depend on this question, bear 
with me if I ask most earnestly, '^Believest 
thou ? '' 

But how does faith justify ? It does not 
justify as the means whereby the union of the 
soul with God is created, for it cannot create, 
it can . but appropriate. The idea of faith 
creating is incomprehensible to me if the ties 
4;hat link us to God are real, and it is without 
warrant in the Catholic Faith, I have been 
charged with depreciating the province of faith, 
God forbid ! God forbid ! But there is lan- 
guage used about faith which I utterly reject, 
because it is in direct contradiction to the 
Catholic Faith. Faith creating ! To say that 
my believing a thing to be gives it being is 
absurd. My belief that there is a Cathedral 
in the midst of Salisbury Plain will not rear 
one there. But if faith does not thus create, 
it can and must receive what God creates. It 
is to the spiritual life what the senses are to 
the natural life. Faith is the eye wherewith 
I see, the ear wherewith I hear, the hand 
wherewith I grasp, my Saviour and my God. 
And faith justifies because by it the soul em^ 
braces Jesus Christ, and by its self-surrender 
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finds its '^ peace with God/' for '^ justification 
comes to us by faitli/' 

Now God appeals to the will, that it may 
yield to Him by an act of faith ; and the power 
in which He appeals is the revelation of the 
Crucified to the soul in the power of the Holy 
Ghost. ^^ I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto Me/' Ah, see how 
movingly God appeals to thee ! He lifts up 
before thee the wounded form of His dear 
Son. He points thee to the nailed hands, the 
thorn- crowned brow, the bleeding side, the 
broken heart of Jesus crucified. Ah, gaze on 
that sight; and as thou gazest listen to the 
voice of God as it unveils the mystery of Cal- 
vary. He bids thee see in this wounded form 
of thy incarnate God the yearning of His 
heart for thy return to Him. Ah, listen as 
He pleads with thee in the convincing eloquence 
of action, and says, '^ Give Me thine heart.'' 
He is speaking to thy will. O My child, I 
have in love for thee given My Son to the 
sorrows of the cross, and in Him I have found 
for thee deliverance from sin, and an entrance 
into heaven. Come to Me, but not of con- 
straint, but willingly, for I want not the service 
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of slaves, but the love of sons. Yield to Him, 
brothers ; how can ye gaze on Jesus crucified, 
and do aught but yield? blessed Master, 
in Thine own might plead Thou with these 
before Thee, and in the attractive power of Thy 
vision draw them to Thyself, for Thou art the 
satisfaction of humanity, and as I gaze on Thee, 
the revelation of the Father^s love, I grasp that 
which is my happiness in time and in eternity ; 
and revelling in the love of my Father and my 
Brother, I know the blessedness of redeeming 
grace. 

Pleading with the soul. He leads it willingly 
to yield itself up to Him. But this yielding 
is a conscious and deliberate action, and as an 
action it must have a time in which it takes 
place. No will without such a willing action 
is yielded to God, not even the will of the re- 
generate. But when the soul says its ^'I wilP^ 
to God, then by this outward action, which is 
the expression of its inward volition, it is justi- 
fied with God. I do not mean by this that 
the time in which this surrender is made will 
live on in the memory, so that each one can 
say where it was that he yielded himself up to 
his Father, It is not so ; many of the holiest 
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among us know no such time in their lives. 
The Life of Jesus in Nazareth is the Ideal Life, 
and in Him, as each inward faculty of His Being 
was unfolded, it was there and then yielded 
unto God, And so in the Church of Jesus 
Christ there are many — God multiply their 
number an hundredfold — ^in whom the self-sur- 
render is made in the very early days of their 
developed consciousness, beneath the power of 
the Holy Spirit, and through the energy ''of the 
Sacrament of God^sVoice*/^ In these there is 
no recollection of the crisis. With the voice of 
a little child the great '' I will '' was spoken, and 
the reality of its profession is seen in the battle 
with sin and the love of Jesus. Yet though 
unrecognized, there is the crisis here. 

But it is not so with the many; perhaps it 
has not been so with you. You did not say 
your '' I will^^ to God when consciousness was 
first developed in you. Have you said it even 
yet ? Ah, how many there are who have never 
kneeled before the Crucified, and there, con- 
quered by His wondrous love, said, " I will be 
Thine P^ But this self-oblation must be made, 
and made willingly by you. God will appeal 

* Newman on Justification, p. 81. 
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powerfully to your will, but He will not over- 
master it. He will plead with you, as a man 
pleadeth with his fellow-man, as He unveils to 
you the passion of His heart which yearns for 
your love. But there must be your free response 
to His pleading voicOi 

> '^ My child, give Me thine heart, enthrone Me 
over the empire of thy being, and enter into 
My love.^' " My God, I will ; I give myself to 
Thee.^' And in the power of this glad response 
the soul enters into its Divine acceptance, and 
the cry of humanity is hushed into repose as, 
looking up into the face of Jesus, she exclaims, 
^^ My Beloved is mine, and I am His.^^ Ah, 
brothers, if there must be such a moment in 
your lives as this in which you must fall before 
the cross, and as the redeemed of the Lord 
yield yourselves to Him, why should it not be 
now ? Will He ever be nearer than He is now? 
Will the sacrifice be easier in some future time 
when habits will be stronger and the will 
weaker ? He saith to you, ^^ Now is the ac- 
cepted time.^' Then yield now, gazing on that 
wounded, bleeding form on Calvary, I pray thee 
yield, and now. He waits for thee to enfold thee 
in His embrace: hearken. His voice reaches 
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thee ; "Be mine/' Dost thou not answer, " Dear 
Lord, I will '' ? Then, blessed be God ! for in 
another heart the victory of the Cross is won, 
and the angels sing their songs of joy over 
another sinner who has passed from death unto 
life. 

It is necessary for us now to look within the 
soul, and watch that work whereby it is converted 
unto God. The work, then, is the work of the 
Holy Ghost. It is the office of the Holy Ghost, 
in the powerful ministry of the Holy Sacra- 
ments, to create and sustain the union of the 
soul through the communication to it of the 
grace of God ; it is also His office to perfect 
this union by that inner work in which, through 
the response of the soul to God's election, it 
yields to God. And so the work of conversion 
is the work of God the Holy Ghost acting on 
the will. 

In this inner work there is a variety of ex- 
perience. There is no necessity for the reality 
of conversion that there should be any great 
emotion, or a time of intense agony. The will 
can be reached through two avenues, the emo- 
tions and the intellect ; and the crisis in the 
life will be generally marked by the type of 
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the character of the penitent, whether he be 
emotional or intellectual. Some men are un- 
moved by emotional appeals, but are conquered 
by intellectual demonstration. Others are cal- 
lous to the arguments addressed to the mind, 
but are melted into contrition through appeals 
to the heart. It is this fact which finds ex- 
pression in the Catholic Church in her two 
great schools of preachers, but they both have 
a common object — the moving of the will. 
One man calmly and quietly goes to the cross, 
and there, in the recognition of the claims of 
Jesus on his being, he sees the sin of his past 
life, lived ^^ without God in the world /^ he 
listens to the message of redeeming love that 
falls upon his ear, and looking up into the face 
of the Crucified, he calmly says, ^^ Redeemed 
with Thy precious blood, I bow my being down 
to the recognition of this great fact, and hence- 
forth I will follow Thee.'^ His conversion is 
real. Another battles his way to peace through 
great agony. As Esau " cried with an exceed- 
ing bitter cry,'' so is it with him as he seeks 
his forfeited birthright. Intensely are his 
emotions stirred within him, his heart is crushed 
with the thought of sin, until at length the 
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glorious vision of the Sin -bearer bursts upoi^ 
his view, and "he lays his sins on Jesus ^^ and 
is "at peace/' Hence the absence of a great 
emotional crisis is no proof that the grace of 
conversion has not been given to the soul. 

Again, it will follow from what was said just 
now, that since in many cases the time of our 
surrender to God is unknown, the testing of 
conversion must be by a present test. Many 
there are who are anxious because they cannot 
remember when they first believed in and loved 
their Lord. Do you love Him now ? " Lord, 
Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that I 
love Thee.'' It matters not, then, when first 
you whispered to Him your response to His 
love. It is sufficient that now, in the recogni^ 
tion of that union whereby He has united you 
to Himself, you can look up to Him, and say, 
" My Beloved is mine, and I am His." 

But in all real conversion unto God, be the 
realization of the crisis more or less distinct, 
there are these stages. First of all there is con- 
sciousness of sin — the consciousness, that is, 
of my own personal sin. As S. Bernard says, 
" Thou who art not thyself redeemed canst not 
with the redeemed give thanks to the Redeemer. 



1 
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But if thou wouldest be redeemed, bow thyself 
down to the Redeemer, and thou shalt not deny 
His redemption. But no one will seek for His 
redemption who does not know that he is a 
captive '/' Consciousness of his need ever pre- 
cedes the sinner^s turning to God, and seeking 
^^ with strong crying and tears Him who is able 
to save/^ This conviction of sin is poured into 
the soul at the cross of Christ, for there the 
spirit of grace and supplication is poured out 
upon him, revealing to him the awfulness of 
sin as the "piercing of Jesus/' Thus the 
sorrow of contrition is kindled in the soul. 

This sorrow leads to the prayer for mercy, 
for "they who have seen their captivity cry 
earnestly to the Lord, and the Lord re- 
deems them from the hand of the enemy'.'' 
They go about in the darkness, and yearn 
for some one to lead them to Jesus. 
The question is asked with intensest earnest- 
ness, " What must I do to be saved ? " They 
cannot master its intense anxiety, and will 
listen to no voice which cries to them, "Peace, 
peace, when there is no peace." Conscious of 
rebellion against God, of a Saviour passed by, 

7 S. Bernard, Ep. 190. ^ n>id. 
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and of powers misused, fixing his eye on the 
Crucified, the penitent cries, ^^ God be merciful 
to me a sinner/^ Cheer up, my brother, dark 
though thy path be, soon on thee shall arise 
^^the Sun of Righteousness with healing in 
His wings,^^ for He ^^ whose name is Faithful 
and True " hath said, " Whosoever will call on 
the Name of the Lord shall be saved/' 

Again the soul is led by the Spirit to the 
cross of Calvary, and is bidden to gaze on the 
person of the Crucified. There as it gazes on 
the bleeding Lamb, it sees in Him the Sin- 
bearer of humanity, "the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world/' It knows 
that He has won for it a personal and full 
forgiveness, which He waits to speak to it. It 
looks to Jesus, aijid it lives. For all inner 
spiritual life flows from " looking unto Jesus.'' 
To see Jesus is the power of awakening, for 
" they shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn." To see Jesus 
is salvation and life, for the direction is, " Look 
unto Me, and be ye saved ;" and " Whosoever 
looks lives." Illumination proceeds through 
looking unto Jesus, ^^for beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
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into the same image from glory to glory. 
Perseverance comes from "looking unto Jesus/' 
for it is in the power of the vision of Him that 
"we run with patience the race that is set 
before us/' Glorification comes from the 
vision of Jesus, for ^^ when He shall appear we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is/' So now when the burdened soul looks to 
Jesus and realizes His salvation, in the power 
of that sight it is saved*. 

For the vision of Jesus moves the soul to 
action. It sees Him waiting to speak that 
pardon which He has won for it on the cross, 
which He so dearly bought, and so freely gives. 
It falls before Him subdued by His love, and 
as it recognizes the reconciliation that there is 
in Christ Jesus, like " the woman who was a 
sinner," it kneels in lowly confession at the 
Saviour's feet. The confession of true con- 
trition is the confession not of fear but of love, 
the response of the redeemed soul to the invi- 
tation of the Saviour of sinners. The wondrous 
love of the Incarnate bursts upon the soul, and 
then, as it thinks of the love against which it has 
sinned, but which yet lives on, and offers freely 

9 See Note D. 
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to pardon and restore, the confession flows 
from the lip of the penitent, and he "lays his 
sins on Jesus/^ as he says, " I have sinned against 
the Lord, for thus and thus have I done/^ 

Then is it peace ; as the voice of the great 
Absolver says, " Thy sins are forgiven ihee" 
The light of His countenance shines on the 
penitent, and the soul "set on fire with the joy 
of the Divine forgiveness,^^ is consciously united 
with God. The thanksgiving of the pardoned 
soul but poorly expresses this joy of forgive- 
ness. ."Thank God for the gift of Calvary. 
For m^ He bled and died. For me He won 
upon the cross a salvation that is perfect, 
present, conscious, and free. This salvation 
hath not lost its power, for He is standing as 
the Lamb as it had been slain before the Throne, 
presenting Himself to the Father as the pro- 
pitiation for my sins. And this salvation is 
mine; it has reached me through the Sacra- 
ments of His Church, and I have yielded 
myself and do yield wholly to His redeeming 
grace. And it is peace. ^^ Is it a peace with- 
out due ground ? That cannot be, for the past 
is forgiven, in the present is renewal, and for 
the future the hope of glory. blessed gift 
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of peace I In the power of its benediction 
it enables the penitent with S. Augustine to 
say, " What shall I render unto the Lord that 
whilst my memory recalls these things my soul 
is not afirighted at them ? I will love Thee, 
Lord, and thank Thee, and confess unto Thy 
Name; because Thou hast forgiven me these 
so great and heinous deeds of mine. To Thy 
grace and to Thy mercy I ascribe it, that Thou 
hast melted away my sins as it were ice ; yea, 
all I confess to have been forgiven me*/^ And 
whence this confidence of forgiveness ? Came 
it to him as a special grace on account of sanc- 
tity? Listen; he grounds his confidence on 
an experience which is that of all penitents. 
^' I believe, and therefore do I speak. Lord, 
Thou knowest. Have I not confessed against 
myself my transgressions unto Thee, and Thou, 
my God, hast forgiven me the iniquity of my 
heart.'' With our own Hooker he will con- 
fess, ^' God is at peace with me, and from that 
blessed assurance I feel that inward joy which 
the world can neither give nor take from me. 
My conscience beareth me this witness, and this 
witness makes the thought of death joyful.'' 

1 Confessions, E. T., p. 26. 
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So blessed is the ^'peaxje of God /' that is the 
quieting of the storm within which Grod creates 
by His absolving voice listened to and received 
by faith*. 

Brethren, there is peace with God for you ; 
conscious union, and conscious forgiveness as 
resulting from that union. He who heartily 
thanks his heavenly Father that He has called 
him into a state of salvation has found this 
peace in Jesus Christ; and no one who does not 
pour out to God this thanksgiving has really 
learned from the Church's lips the first lesson 
she teaches of spiritual life. The consideration 
of this answer in the Catechism will remove 
the objection that this doctrine of peace is 
novel. This caimot be. Do what your Church 
Catechism tells you to do ; this must be right 
for you to do. I hear, then, your thanksgivings 
poured forth out of a heart fiiU of gratitude to 
God. What are you doing ? Thanking God. 
Why ? Because He has called me into a state 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. Is this the 
secret of your joy ? Yes. He is mine, and I 
am His ; and there is no condemnation to them 
who are '^ in Christ Jesus.'' No more is meant 

2 See Note E. 
K 2 
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by the doctrine of peace than this ; it is the 
soul^s recognition of and response to the 
election of God, whereby it is saved in Jesus 
Christ; but this recognition is necessary for 
the perfecting of justification, for "he that 
believeth not is condemned already/^ 

But peace does not mean an assurance of 
final perseverance. There is no security for 
this perseverance, at least in the earlier stages 
of the spiritual life, and can be no assurance of 
it. Thanksgiving for mercies in the present 
is blended with" prayer for the future, as the 
justified soul "prays unto God to give it His 
grace that it may continue in the state of 
salvation unto its life's end/' I have never 
taught you to believe that you must be assured 
that you will be saved in the end, but I have 
taught you before as I teach you now — that it 
is your duty and your privilege to know that 
God has called you into a state of salvation, 
that you are called to respond to this election 
by believing in this gift of God to you, that 
this belief filling the heart with joy will fill the 
mouth with thanksgiving, and that this peace 
of conscience is necessary for your growth in 
grace, and for your everlasting salvation. 
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Thus, in recognizing our union with Him 
we ^' abide in Christ/' Henceforth the life of 
the soul is a life of dependence on Jesus. '^ She 
hath found Him whom her soul loveth^ and 
she will not let him go/' He hath wedded her 
to Himself, she wills to be wedded. He hath 
embraced her in the arms of His love, she 
yields herself up to the joy of His embrace. 
He hath saved her with His blood, she wills to 
enter into His salvation. Behold, the union 
is perfected ; she yields willingly to Jesus, and 
rejoicing in His love, says, '^My Beloved is 
mine, and I am His -/' and thus " saved by the 
Lord,'' she " rejoices in the name of the Lord 
her God, and triumphs in the God of her 
salvation." 

Brethren, bear with me, then, while I linger 
yet to plead with you, not to pass by that 
which S. Peter calls the ^^ great salvation " ? 
You remember how on the height of Calvary 
men passed by that dear wounded form uncon- 
quered by His love, and even moved by that 
sight to insult the Crucified. Who has not won- 
dered at this disregard of the men of Jewry for 
the dying Lord ? Ah 1 but He is '^ passed by " 
to-day; His blessed forgiveness is unsought^ 
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'^ His great sqJvation is neglected/^ Oh, add not 
to thy many sins the sin of passing Him by 
now, when Ho calls thee to " behold and see 
His sorrow/^ Listen, brother, come to Him, 
for in Him there is salvation even for thee. 
Do not pass Him by then, ^^ for there is . salva- 
tion in none other name under heaven,^^ and 
you need a Saviour. I entreat thee pass Him 
not by I for if you harden your hearts to the 
sweet pleadings of His love, and shut your eyes 
to the vision of His sorrows lest you should 
be converted ; oh, if thus you steel your hearts 
against Him, now in this day of grace, yes, now, 
this morning, now this hour, now this minute, 
and then die in thy neglect, how can ye 
escape ? 

He is waiting for thee now ; surely thou wilt 
come. Ah, remember how that heart of Jesus 
was grieved for thee ; wouldst thou not make 
to Him an act of reparation ? Thou canst, for 
by the acceptance of His salvation it is thine 
to stir the Sacred Heart to its deepest depths 
with ecstatic joy. Listen; the Lover pleads with 
the one He loves and says, '^ Give Me thine 
heart /^ and with more than a lover^s-joy shall 
the heart of Jesus be stirred if thou wilt say to 
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Him now, '^ I love Thee, my Lord, I yield to 
Thee. Give me grace to love Thee, and keep me 
ThtQe own for Thy mercy sake/' If you have 
never said your ^^ I wilF' to Him, you will say 
it now, won't you ? If you have never given 
Him your heart, you will give it now. Yes, 
this morning give yourselves up to His love. 
Linger here before the altar, and in union with 
the Holy Sacrifice, '^ offer and present yourselves 
unto Him body, soul, and spirit as a living sacri- 
fice." Look off from your own feelings and off 
from your own sins, on ^^ to Jesus.'' Listen to 
His voice, gaze on His wounded form, lay hold 
on His salvation wrought out for you, and so 
responding to His call, ^^ abide in Him." 
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LECTURE V. 



THE LIFE OF JUSTIFICATION. 



Gal. ii. 20. 

The life whicli I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of Grod, who loved me, and gave Himself forme." 



JUSTIFICATION, however, is a state as well 
^ as an act. ^' It is God^s glorious act de- 
claring us righteous, and thereby as its direct, 
necessary, and instantaneous act making us 
righteous. It is an act external to us, con- 
tinued on into an act within ^ ; for by it God 
'^ new-creates the soul by the Sacrament of 
His Voice ^^^ and so ^^the declaration of our 
righteousness, while it contains pardon for 
the past, ensures holiness for the future'.^' 
Hence we are called now to consider Justifica- 
tion as the souPs resurrection to newness of 

' Newman on Justification, Lect. IV. 
2 Lectm-e III. 
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life, the predestined fruit of our union with 
Christ; for S. Paul teaches us that '^we are 
buried with Christ by baptism into death ; that 
{iva) like as Christ was '^ raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life^^ (Rom, vi. 4) . 
. When the soul is led into the peace of God 
it bows its whole being down conquered by the 
love of Calvary, and lays hold on that great 
salvation which is wrought out ^^ for the mem- 
bers in the sorrows of the Head. Then it is 
accepted with God, for justification is a perfect 
act, realizing at once "in the sight of God 
what sanctification does but tend towards/' 
The justified man is declared " after the pattern 
of the Saviour to be the adopted Son of God 
with power by a spiritual resurrection. His 
tears are wiped away; his fears, misgivings, 
remorse, and shame are changed for right- 
eousness; joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost';'' 
and the reality of this resurrection is proved 
by the change in his life. He who has k!nelt at 
the cross of Jesus Christ, who has seen the arms 
of the Crucified enfolding him in the Sacrament 
of the Church ; who has by faith yielded him- 

8 Lecture III. 
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self to the Divine Embrace, and so found rest 
in Jesus, conscious of a great change within, 
can dare to contrast his past with his present, 
and say, " The life that I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me/^ 

There is no justification without renewal. 
The Word of God is ever a creative word; 
thus the justifying grace of God effects what 
it proclaims, since '^ Justification is a sort of 
Sacrament," whereby we are made just. It 
may be allowable for us, in the mental analysis 
of Justification, to distinguish between its two 
aspects, and consider it as strictly being an act 
of Divine acquittal ; and then, as of necessity, 
the internal renovation of the soul. But in 
action the two are ever simultaneous ; for when 
'^ by the Sacrament of His Voice" God pro- 
claims us just, we are at that moment acquitted 
by God and renewed within. ^^ He speaks, and 
it is done." He saith, ^^Be thou clean,'^ and 
the leprosy departs and we are clean with an 
inward cleansing, renewed with ''the renewal 
of the Holy Ghost." You may therefore put 
away from your minds the comparatively mo- 
dern separation between Sanctification and 



v.] THE LIFE OF JUSTIFICATION, 139 

Justification, not as being untrue in the ab- 
stract, but as being a merely mental distinction. 
The Fathers, as for instance S. Bernard, con- 
sider the life of the soul after its conversion 
under two aspects — ^here as justified, there as 
glorified*. But they always speak of the justi- 
fied soul as one in whom there has been a 
conversion from sin to holiness. This being 
so, we are now called to look upon the life of 
justification, to watch its outward unfoldinga, 
and to learn its inward temper. We must gaze 
beneath the surface and see what is the passion 
of this life, and then how it is kindled and 
nourished, so that we may know more and 
more of its energy, and in its power may 
be enabled to say, ^^The life that I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.'' 

There is, then, a contrast in life between the 
justified and the unjustified, for the one lives 
his life in the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
other lives ^^ after the flesh.'' The unjustified 
has never realized his position as fallen in the 
first Adam, or his restoration through union ' 
with the second Adam. Indifierent to the 

high vocation which is his as the Child of the 

< Note F. 
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Church, he abides in the life of the fleshy 
where he cannot please God. What is the 
ruling passion of the lives of most men around 
us ? Is it not the love of self, which seeks its 
gratification in the things of time and sense ? 
Such a life can nevet be lived in the power of 
the supernatural, for it finds not its centre in 
God. The union of the soul with God is un- 
recognized, and whilst Jesus may find an en- 
trance into its sentiment or mind. He will never 
be the Ruler of its being until the "love of 
Him is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghost.^^ It is the awakening of this love which 
makes men free "with the glorious liberty of 
the children of God;" but where it reigns not, 
there men live the life of sin, if sin be the 
enthronement of Self in the heart. Then the 
creature's position in the Creator's kingdom is 
ignored, and God-given energies are wielded 
against the God who gave them. Look at him 
on whose words we are meditating now. In 
him I see one whose mighty energies were, 
hour by hour, perseveringly wielded against 
God, beneath the controlling influence of an 
unconquered self-will. As it was with him, 
before his conversion, so is it with men around ; 
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they live lives of sin, because Self rules within. 
Some there are who rise up into active rebellion, 
and go forth, casting off the restraint of God^s 
Law, to assert their independence of Him in 
action, word, and thought. Others there are 
who simply ignore God, and who live 

" Lives of nothing, nothing worth, 
From that first nothing ere their birth 
To that last nothing under earth." 

God has given them wondrous energies of being, 
and spheres in which they may exercise them 
to His glory. All these energies they degrade. 
God-given powers remain uncultivated, and 
they ^^ stand all the day idle^^ in their aimless 
lives. Whence is this ? Is it not because in a 
life centred in self its dread responsibilities 
are unrealized ? These are they whom God has 
created " to go forth unto the evening '^ into 
His" vineyard, that there in toil and suffering 
they might yield themselves up ^^as a' living 
sacrifice to Him.^^ 

Doubtless, in many cases this life of sin is 
lived in ignorance of the true laws of being, 
because men " come not to the light.^^ It was 
so in the case of Saul of Tarsus. The light was 
shining all around him, whilst he, calling dark- 
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ness light, allowed not the rays of ^^ the Sun of 
Righteousness'' to penetrate the depths of his 
being. It is so to-day, as men go forth and 
fight against God "ignorantly in unbelief/' 
But this being so, if the dignity of life is to be 
recognized, its responsibilities acknowledged, 
and its destined goal be reached, there is need 
for some great crisis in the life. There must 
be an awakening from this deadly sleep, a 
resurrection of the higher nature within, in the 
power of which they, like he of whom we speak, 
may be enabled to say, " The life that I now 
live in the flesh' I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me." Brother, can you say this ? Oh, believe 
me, I know no question which the soul ought 
to ask itself with more intense anxiety. Have 
you known what it is thus to pass from death 
unto life ? Have you consciously yielded yourself, 
body, soul, and spirit to live for Him ? and is 
the motive of this self-surrender the recognition 
of your personal salvation in Him who on the 
Cross " loved you, and gave Himself for you ? " 
The life of Saul of Tarsus, after his conver- 
sion to God on his way to Damascus, is the 
living expression of the life of justification. 
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'^ Newness of life ^^ is its one grand characteristic, 
whether we gaze on its outward manifestation, 
its inward character, or its ruling passion. 

I. The reality of the justification of those 
who are converted to God is manifested in the 
outward life. Thus, who could fail to recog- 
nize its power in him who lived from that 
moment under the sway of the One whom he 
had hated, and against whom he had fought ? 
What are the surroundings of his life now ? 
His friends are changed, as the despised dis- 
ciples of the hated Nazarene take the places of 
Pharisee and Priest. Beneath the power of 
God^s converting grace he gives up once and 
for ever the friends of his boyhood and his 
youth, and as he looks around on those with 
whom now he lives, and then looks back on those 
with whom once he was as one, he knows that 
he has passed ^^from death unto life, because he 
loves the brethren ^^ — an abiding expression of 
the power of conversion even until to-day. You 
can see this in the new life of the convert, as 
with trembling heart, but fixed resolve, he says, 
'^ They shall be my friends who rally beneath 
the Blood Red Standard of the Cross of Jesus 
Christ. The Church of His love shall be 
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my home, and the confession of Him before 
men the glory of my life/^ Thus a long fare- 
well is taken of the world and of his past, and 
the convert passes into " newness of life '' as he 
forsakes his old friends and cleaves to his new. 
(2.) But not only is it manifested in his 
change of friends, it is seen also in the 
surroundings of his life, as wealth, luxury, 
and position, are sacrificed to Jesus Christ. 
You will agree with me that this is a prac- 
tical test, of no little value, of the reality of 
the power of converting grace. See, then, the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles. Who is this 
who travels over nearly the whole known 
world, and rears among Jew, and Greek, and 
Eoman, the altars of Jesus Christ ? Who is this 
tent-maker travelling from town to town, and 
from land to land, ^^ eating his own bread ^^ as 
he toils as a mechanic, whilst he "works the 
work of an Evangelist ? " Saul of Tarsus, 
when first we meet him in the sacred page, 
is not one of those who are condemned "to 
rise early and late take rest, and to eat the 
bread of carefulness.^^ It is not a mechanic 
who is owned as leader amidst the zealots of 
Jerusalem, whose influence is so great with 
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the Sanhedrim itself, and whose cultured 
intellect is recognized to-day. Influence, 
means, learning, position, all were his : but all 
he gave up for tTesus, and on the surroundings 
of his life he stamps with a fearless hand the 
cross of his Redeemer. It is stamped upon 
his food, and at his frugal table he teaches us 
how, ^'whether we eat or drink,' or whatever 
we do, to do all to the glory of God/^ And 
in its measure, this is seen in the lives of all 
who have mounted up to newness of life. In- 
creasing self-denial in dress and food, deli- 
berate surrender of position and influence, 
when they come in contact with the will of 
God, and an increasing nonconformity to the 
world ; mark the lives of those who have heard 
the voice of Jesus calling them ^^ to come out 
and be separate.^' It is all but impossible 
that the conversion should be real, and its 
power remain unfelt in the surroundings of the 
life. But where the mark of the cross is thus 
imprinted on it, for the love of Jesus Christ, 
there with thankful confidence is heard the 
joyful expression, " The life I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.^' 

L 
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(3.) This change of life is seen also in the 
active toil of the convert of Jesus Christ. His 
energies are directed to the advancement of 
the Empire of Him whose throne is the cross. 
See this again in St. Paul. Once, when the 
energies of his being were directed by his own 
blind passion^ his life was one sustained conflict 
with Christ and the Church. Now, in that 
wondrous life of penitential satisfaction, "he 
builds again what once he destroyed.^^ He 
who was the persecutor of S. Stephen stands 
at the same tribunal where S. Stephen was 
judged. He who was the blasphemer of Jesus 
proclaims with wondrous boldness the praises 
uf the Lord. He who came "to tear down 
and to destroy ^^ the Church that is built on 
the Rock of Ages dedicates the whole energies 
of his wondrous being to the rearing of this 
Temple of God in the world. And he whose 
one object it once was to draw men from the 
confession of Christ now lives, and toils, and 
suffers, " counting not his life dear unto him- 
self '^ to win men to Jesus crucified, ^' that in 
Him they may be saved.^^ 

This, is no solitary incident in the annals of 
the Church ; it marks the reality of God^s 
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justifying work in all. How can it be other- 
wise ? He that has been awakened to the 
recognition of the love of Jesus for a sinful 
world, who reads the page of the daily life of 
the world in the light of the life of the Son 
of Mary, and who realizes the yearning of the 
Sacred Heart, even now in heaven, for the 
salvation of the lost, cannot but desire the con- 
version of humanity to Christ, Oh for the dawn 
of that day when the nations shall be gathered 
into the Church of Jesus Christ, and when a 
^^Eang shall reign in righteousness on the earth^' 
over a regenerated humanity ! Oh that even 
now, ere it dawn, men would believe in Jesus ! 

" that the world would taste and see 
The riches of His grace ; 
The Arms of Love that compass me 
Would all mankind embrace." 

And hence arises the aggressive action of the 

Church upon the world as the Evangelists, in 

the love of Jesus, go forth ^^ to seek and to 

save the lost/^ The world is seen to be the 

battle-field on which is to be fought out the 

conflict of the Lord. Each of Christ^s baptized 

is sent forth into the world as Christ^s soldier, 

in his own place to fight for Christ. AH, in 

some way, are to be preachers of Jesus all 

L 2 
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are to be missionaries of tlie Cross ; all are to 
wield the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God. My brothers, I know no surer 
proof than this yearning for the conversion of 
sinners, of a life vitally united with the life of 
Jesus Christ, when it leads a man to go forth 
to toil and suflfer for the extension of His 
Kingdom* Do not misunderstand me, I do 
not mean to say that aU are to go. forth into 
^^ the streets and lanes ^^ of the city, or ^^ the 
highways and hedges^' of our rural districts 
to preach Jesus; though England^s cry for 
such as these is clear and imperative in its 
tones. In the Church of Christ there are 
^^ differences of operations,^^ because there are 
'^ diversities of giffcs.^^ One toils actively be- 
fore the world as he or she speaks to sinners 
of Jesus. Another ^'^ preaches Jesus ^^ with 
the silent eloquence of a life openly lived be- 
neath the shadow of the Cross. Another, like 
Hezekiah, goes "into the Temple of the Lord 
and spreads before" Him the needs of the 
Church, and so fights her battles and wins her 
victories in intercession at the throne of grace. 
But it is a very instinct of the life of the justi- 
fied, in whom the love of Jesus purely burns. 
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to yearn for the extension of His Kingdom, and 
in the power of that yearning to fight beneath 
His banner ^^ as good soldiers of Jesus Christ/' 
(4.) There is yet another sphere of human life 
in which this power of vital union with Christ 
is clearly to be seen. It is in suffering bravely 
borne for our dear Lord. This, again, is a mark 
of newness of life, which is general in its appli- 
cation. To be called on to suffer for Jesus is 
the vocation of our Lord to all, for ^' all that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution f' it is His legacy who says, ^^ Ye shall 
have sorrow, but your sorrow shall be turned 
into joy.'' ^^ In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation." It is impossible for any one, in any 
station of society, to go forth and live as one 
yearning for Christ's glory, and not to suffer 
for it. The world of London hates the Cross 
and the Crucified to-day with a hatred as in- 
tense as in the days of S. Paul; and all who 
'^ carry the cross after Jesus" shall, with Him, 
know what persecution is. If you would know 
how to meet it, gaze then on Saul of Tarsus 
and on those who with him trod in the foot- 
steps of Him who hanging on the cross pro- 
poses Himself to us as the King of martyrs. 
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Never did they flincli beneath the attacks of 
the foe, never did one bitter word rob their 
suffering of its beauty, never did their con- 
scious weakness lead them to lay down their 
arms; and now with deep-felt love the Ca- 
tholic Church proclaims them victors in the 
strife. The same spirit is needed to-day in some 
degree in all, and its presence marks the risen 
life. Ah, my brothers, who have not taken up 
the cross, do not undervalue the persecution 
of the present. You say, what is there in the 
taunt and the sneer of the world to-day? 
What is there ? It cuts home to the quick even 
where it is borne. Sometimes it leads the soul 
with S. Peter to deny Jesus, though with 
3, Peter it rises yet again. Nothing but the 
union of the life with Christ could carry it 
iihrough the persecution that '^ arises because 
of the word.'^ But in the power of this union 
the true follower of Jesus, recognizing the 
mark of his vocation in the trouble he endures, 
takes up his cross, and following his Master 
says, " The life I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me.^^ And the reality of this 
uew life is recognized and owned even by the 
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world around. They who look on it, m these 
external marks, behold the cross boldly stamped 
on it, as they see toil embraced and sorrow 
borne for the love of the Crucified. 

II. The deep significance of this change in 
the outward life is, however, only perceived 
when we recognize it as the manifestation of a 
thorough revolution of the inner nature, whereby 
^'^the old has passed away, and all become 
new.^* The outer change then manifests the 
inner newness of life. 

(1.) First of all, I cannot fail to recognize 
the fact, that in those who thus live beneath the 
power of the Cross of Christ, there is mani- 
fested (in varying degrees it is true) the re- 
storation of our nature to that from which it 
has fallen. This outward holiness is but the 
expression of an inward renewal ; as ^^ a tree is 
known by its fruits,^^ so a man^s works reveal 
his inner self. As ^' out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh,'^ so the deeds 
of men are the fruits of character. It is not 
our feelings, certainly not our dreams, which 
are the exponents of our inward selves, but our 
actions ; and therefore we shall be judged by 
our works. Wouldst thou know thyself, my 
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brother ? then consider the actions that make 
up the tale of your daily life, and the words 
you daily speak. Hence this outward change 
in life derives its vast importsince from the fact, 
that it is the manifestation of an inward re- 
newal of being. It is this inward renewal 
which is the blessing that comes from Him 
^^ who makes all things new/* In the King- 
dom of the Incarnation God fulfils to us His 
promise, ^' a new heart also wiU I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you." . There is 
an inward renewal, which works the outward 
revolution. 

(2.) The rationale of this renewal is this — 
the bowing down of the whole being beneath 
the sway of Jesus Christ. By an act of the 
will the Son of Mary, who ^^ reigns from the 
Tree,** is enthroned within. Chrisb*s sacred 
sign is imprinted on the life, the energies of 
the being are devoted to the extension of His 
Kingdom, and His cross of suffering is bravely 
grasped, because there has been a bowing 
down of the whole being before the . cross of 
Calvary, There has been a conversion in very 
truth, not in the limited sense in which the 
word is too often used ; not a mere emotional 
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movement in the heart, nor a mere stirring of 
serious impressions, but a conversion of the 
whole being unto God in Christ. The mind 
has been converted, the heart has been con- 
verted, the will has been converted, and hence 
the revolution in the outward life. Let us see 
this in the case of him on whom we are gazing 
now. There is a conversion of the mind. Saul 
of Tarsus is going on his road to Damascus, 
having a " zeal for God,^' though '^ not accord- 
ing to knowledge.^' It is the deep con- 
viction of his mind that ho is fighting the 
battles of the God of Israel, in waging war to 
the knife against the followers of " Jesus of 
Nazareth.^' It is this conviction which is 
leading him astray. The first step in his re- 
turn to God must be the conversion of his 
mind. Lo, there shines upon him the light 
from heaven, which enlightens his mind, as the 
eyes of his understanding are opened. There 
is no argument held with him. Jesus does 
not bid him seat himself upon the throne of 
judgment, and there again listen to, and 
weigh the arguments for and against. His 
claims. He does not bid him summon Caiaphas 
and Gamaliel before his tribunal, that they may 
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listen to the Son of Mary as He pleads His 
cause, and then endeavour to refute Him. He 
does not make the favourite pupil of Gamaliel 
to be His judge. The voice from Heaven 
sounds, and demands instant obedience: the 
mind must be surrendered, and the intellect be 
prostrated at the feet of Jesus. The victory- 
is won, for as He " speaks it is done '/' and that 
mind, ^^ recreated by the Sacrament of Christ^s 
Voice,^^ embraces absolutely the Faith of Christ. 
This is ^Hhe pattern conversion,^^ as S. Paul tells 
us (1 Tim. i. 16) ; and so in all true conversions 
there is the surrender of the mind to God. 
This is faith, which is " an assent to the truths 
of Scripture, because they are the revelation 
of God/^ Fides est habitus quo assentimus 
dictis ScripturaD propter auctoritatem Dei re- 
velantis*. The everlasting Gospel is made 
^^ known to all nations for the obedience of 
faith /^ It is this position of the Gospel which 
now, as then, provokes the hatred and the 
opposition of the world against it, as subversive 
of liberty of thought, and as making unbelief 
immoral. Yet without this conversion of the 
mind to God, He Himself is practically un- 

* Durandus (quoted in Fearsozx on the Creed, Article I.) 
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known, for the knowledge of Himself is never 
arrived at by ^^ the wisdom of the wise/^ though 
it bursts in all its wondrous satisfaction, with 
ever-increasing glory, on '^ the babes and suck- 
lings^^ through the revelation of His Word, 
But when, through the power of the Holy Ghost, 
the light of God illuminates the mind, and the 
mind takes up its true position as the recipient 
of God^s words, then, sitting as a little child at 
Jesus^ feet, simply believing what He says, 
because He says it, there is an inward revolu- 
tion in the being, which will find expression in 
the life without. 

There is also the conversion of the heart. 
With what a hatred does Saul of Tarsus hate 
Jesus and His followers, as he draws near to 
Damascus ! His hands are red with the blood 
of the proto-martyr S. Stephen. His name is 
a terror to Christian hearts wherever the name 
of Jesus is known and loved. "The young 
man whose name was Saul^^ is the pioneer of 
the great army of the persecutors of the Church, 
and his deeds of persecution shall witness 
through time, and through eternity, to the 
intensity of his hatred to the Sacred Name. 
Yet of all the lovers of Jesus no heart ever 
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throbbed with a deeper, more absorbing love 
to Him than that of S. Paul. Let his heroic 
labours, his unflagging zeal, his wondrous 
austerities, the living martyrdom of his life, 
finding their fitting chmax in the mai*tyr^s 
death, testify how limitless was the surrender of 
his heart to Christ. Whence this wondrous 
change ? The light of God shone on him, the 
beauty of Him who is ^^ the altogether lovely 
One,^^ was unveiled to his entranced gaze, and 
in response to that vision the heart was turned 
away from all its old loves. Forsaking his 
creed, his friends, his home, he embraced Him 
Who loved him to the death, and from that time 
forth could proclaim the conversion of his 
heart as he said, ^^ The life that I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.^^ 
Ah, brethren, and so is it ever. When the 
work of grace is wrought out in the soul, 
the heart is withdrawn from all other loves 
and is fixed on Jesus, and hence there comes 
the change in the outward life. And the grace 
of conversion is seen in this new life to have 
acted on the will, which lies deeper than them 
all. It is the will that regulates the outward 
and the inward life. How powerfully is this 
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manifested again in Saull Not all the won- 
drous preaching of apostolic men, nor the suf- 
ferings of the followers of Jesus borne with the 
bravery of patience and love, nor even the 
miracles with the reports of which Jerusalem 
resounded, and which he was unable to deny, 
could restrain that man of iron will in his 
course of persecution. But in a moment the 
will is yielded, as with trembling lips he cries, 
^^ Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ? ^^ Lord, 
I am will-less before Thee now. Whatever 
Thou wiliest I will to do. The will that would 
not yield yields now, and in its power comes 
the willing surrender of the intellect, the 

« 

willing dedication of the heart to God, and so 
the patient, devoted, persevering life of the 
great Apostle follows of necessity. I need 
not linger here, for we have already seen the 
supremacy of the will, but in the justified 
the will is surrendered, and this surren- 
der manifests itself in the daily life. The 
heart, and mind, and will, thus yielded 
unto God, mould this life. It cannot but 
be so. The body ^aust give expression to 
that which the mind receives, the heart em- 
braces, and to which the will yields* The life 
of the just gives expression to the reality of 
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that • justification whereby they are renewed, 
so " that the justified are really just ^/^ The 
empire of Jesus is reared in the soul, and its 
reality is seen in the life now lived in the 
flesh, which is "lived by the faith of the Son 
of God/^ in response to His unfathomable love 
manifested upon Calvary. 

(3.) Not indeed that the full expression of 
this self-dedication is found in the life of the 
justified at once. Our obedience "lives and 
grows, so that it is ever tending towards per- 
fect righteousness as its limit ^.^^ The righ- 
teousness of regenerate humanity, in its 
earlier stages, as S. Bernard teaches us, is 
"humilis^^ or weak, though as grace perfects 
its work within, it becomes " recta ^^ or strong", 
in its obedience. Many and weighty are £ho 
difficulties that bar our path of obedience. I 
do not wish to speak dogmatically upon the 
question, as to the application of the words of 
S. Paul (in Romans vii. 13 — 25) to regenerate 
humanity, but at least the words of the great 
Apostle give expression to the perplexities 
and sorrows of many a^, Christian heart, as it 

* Newman, Lecture IV. 7 Ibid. 

8 See Note G. 
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plods on over the purgative way. Are not 
you conscious of the same perplexities ? Are 
not you grieving beneath the same bondage ? 
Is not your confession this ; ^^ The good that 
I would I do not, and the evil that I would not 
that I do ^' ? Has not your moaning cry been 
heard deep into the night : ^^ O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from fche body of 
this death^^ ? Patience in conflict, devotion, un- 
conquered even in defeat, must be ours, for not 
as yet is it in our power to give in outward 
life full expression to the inward dedication of 
our being to God. We have need of patience, 
lest, ^^ much discouraged because of the way,^' 
we cease ^^ to press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.'' 
We have need of mortification, both without 
and within, that our whole lower selves may be 
trampled beneath our feet. " The corruptible 
body weigheth down the incorruptible soul,'' 
and the cry goes up to God, age after age, from 
the children of His love : " My soul cleaveth to 
the dust; O quicken Thou me according to 
Thy word." Yet this does not come in conflict 
with the fact that the Empire of Jesus has been 
reared within, or that the conversion is real. 
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Our spirits bear us witness that with the real 
and the better will we have yielded ourselves up 
to Him who has redeemed us with His blood. 
The will has been given to Him, the heart 
yearns for Him, the mind listens for His voice, 
and gradually but surely, even though it be 
through many a check, and many a relapse, with 
increasing definiteness, the outward life gives 
expression to the inward renewal. The power of 
sin is more and more trampled down, as in His 
victorious progress. He who has come into our 
hearts through His Holy Spirit, goes forth 
'^conquering and to conquer/^ 

III. The ruling passion of this life of the 
Justified is Love. "We love Him because He 
first loved us.'^ Love is ever the ruling power 
of the life, and the law manifests the dependent 
position of man in creation. No man is suffi- 
cient for himself. He must seek for satisfac- 
tion outside of himself, and therefore he fixes 
his heart on that which offers him the greatest 
happiness, and that to which he cleaves with 
his heart's true love will regulate his life. He 
who judges wealth and prosperity in this life to 
be the source of truest satisfaction will set his 
heart's affections on that which his mind ap- 



v.] THE LIFE OF JUSTIFICATION, 161 

proves^ and will dedicate the whole energies of 
his being to gain that which he loves. He who 
dreams of thi% satisfaction as consisting in the 
unbridled gratification of his lower nature will 
in his love of lust descend willingly to the de- 
gradation of him "whose god is his belly/' 
He who dreams of it as only to be found in the 
acquisition of knowledge, in his love for that 
he desires to possess, will sacrifice every other 
prize, and endure the niost arduous toil, to win 
this mental food. Yes, beyond question it is 
the love of the heart that regulates the life. 
The love of money in the miser, the love of 
country in the patriot, the love of the child in 
the mother, the love of knowledge in the stu- 
dent, the love of Jesus in the Christian, make 
them each to be what they are. It is true that 
when the even tenor of the life is broken, its 
power may receive a temporary check. Thus 
those who are "living without God in the 
world '^ may by some visitation of God's provi- 
dence be led to respond for a time to some 
movement of the intellect or the emotions, 
attracting them to Himself; but "unless the 
expulsive power of anew affection'' be awakened 
within, unless a new love be kindled of greater 
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intensity than the old, the movement will be 
but transitory. The old passion will reassert 
its power, and the cry will b^ heard, " O 
Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee ? O Judah, 
what shall I do unto thee ? for thy goodness is 
as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it 
vanishes away/^ Hence the great passion of the 
life of justification is the love of Jesus Christ. 
Love it is which gives it endurance to bear 
the painfiil cross of Jesus in its heavenward 
course. Love it is that uniting it with the 
Loved One leads it to yearn and toil and pray 
for the extension of the Catholic Church. It 
endures sorrow and persecution, because it 
loves — it perseveres in Christian living, though 
its way be through " a great and terrible wil- 
derness,^' because it loves — it battles on with 
dogged determination, amidst defeat, to the 
attainment of Christian virtues, because it loves 
Him ^^who comes into His garden to gather 
lilies.^^ power of the sacred passion of the 
love of Jesus ! The whole devotion of the 
Church is but the expression of this over- 
powering love. In the saints the love of 
Jesus is seen as mightier than the love of self. 
In the Confessors and the Martyrs it is seen as 
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of greater power than the dread of pain or the 
fear of death. In the Vii'gins it is seen as 
overmastering the strong yearning for the 
dear loves of earth. The love of Jesus 1 it 
is a love that nought can' quench and nought 
destroy. 

(2.) There is no other foundation for a 
Christian life than love. Those counterfeit 
conversions which are reared on fear of death 
or hell never last, unless love be quickened. 
Whilst God's judgments are on them the im- 
pression remains, but with the removal of that 
which provokes the fear '^it vanishes away.'' 
See this in Pharaoh — and ah 1 how many Pha- 
raohs are there in the world! When God's 
judgments are on him, Pharaoh sends in haste 
for Moses, and yields to God. But when the 
judgments are removed, he laughs at his pro- 
mises, and leaves the God before whose servant 
he had cowered as a dog at his master's feet. 
Others there are who come to Christ simply to 
find in Him the satisfaction of their selfish 
longings. They ^^draw near to Him," not 
that they may carry the cross after Jesus, 
attracted, by the beauty of His character, but 
that they may be happy. Happy ! and yet 

M 2 
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daily to lose tlie life and bear tlie cross ? 
Happy ! and to be with Him in the wilderness 
of temptation ? Happy ! and to know, in some 
degree, the agony of Gethsemane ? Happy ! 
as they mount the cross, and are nailed with 
Him to the sacred wood, when ^^ they are 
crucified with Christ^'! Ay, truly so, but it 
is with the happiness of those who have ceased 
to seek for it. " Whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it, but whosoever will lose his life for 
My sake shall find it'' (S. Matt. xvi. 25). 
But he who comes to Christ for happiness has 
strangely misread the life of Him, who in all 
His bitter sorrows has left us an example that 
*^we should follow His steps.'' Watch the 
history of such a conversion. The sinner comei^ 
to Christ, and at first finds in Him ^' joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory." O blessed, wondrous 
happiness of those first days of peace in a 
Saviour found! But God would lead on the 
soul to conformity to Himself. Hence He 
allows tribulation and persecution to try the 
soul. External opposition meets it, as Amalek 
" fights with Israel ;" or internal anguish op- 
presses it, as it hungers ^^and thirsts" in the 
wilderness. You know the result — ^it is of- 
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fended, it stumbles at this trial of faith, and 
*^ falls from grace,^^ because its conversion was 
grounded on the love of self, and not the love 
of Christ. But the conversion that is grounded 
on love to Christ lives on. It springs from the 
power of a master passion, kindled by the Holy 
Ghost in the heart. Love triumphs over in- 
ward desolation and outward persecution. 
Love perseveres when allured by the sweet 
prizes of earthly life- " Many waters cannot 
quench love, neither can the floods drown -it: 
if a man woidd give all the substance of his 
house for love it would utterly be contemned.^^ 
Love draws the soul to Jesus for His own sake, 
and then constrains it to follow in the power gf 
that grace* 

(3.) Whence comes this love of Jesus to the 
soul ? Where is that master passion kindled 
which finds so wondrous an expression in the 
history of the Church ? How does Jesus win 
us to. the love of Himself ? Love begets love, 
brothers, does it not? Loving words from 
lips that speak with the constraining eloquence 
of love, falling on the listening ear, pass into 
the heart, and there kindle or intensify the 
passion of a love responsive to themselves* 
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Is it so ? Then who can wonder at men's love 
for Jesus, for never were such words of love 
as those in which the Incarnate speaks out the 
unutterable depth of His love ? Deeds speak 
louder even than words, and as we gaze on 
the ministries of love, and reap the fruits of 
its blessed toil, we are conquered by the pas- 
sion that thus breathes itself forth, and yield 
ourselves to love. Then who can fall before 
the Holy Manger, or kneel at the Sacred Cross, 
or gaze on the pleading Priest within the veil, 
and not love Jesus ? '' We love Him because 
He first loved us.'' " We love Him " is the 
glad confession of saints in Paradise. '^ We 
love Him " is the triumphant response of the 
redeemed on earth. '^ We love Him " is the 
blessed conviction of the justified soul as it 
says, " My Beloved is mine, and I am His." 

It is the recognition of the love of Jesus, 
which kindles in me the holy passion, and 
gives me grace to dare to love my Lord. It 
is the contemplation of His love that nourishes 
my love.' You cannot argue yourself into this 
love j nor will fretting gain it. No effort can 
infiame your heart with this holy passion. 
Lie at the foot of the Cross, forget yourself; 
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think not whether you love Him or not, think 
only of His love, grasp its intense reality, lay 
hold on its personal appHcation to thyself, my 
brother, and as thou sayest, ^^ He loved me, and 
gave Himself for me" boldness shall be given 
thee to say, " Lord, Thou knowest all things ; 
Thou knowest that I love Thee/^ Let me 
linger here, and tell thee yet again how the 
Christian learns to love. He goes to the 
cottage of the Annunciation, and as he there 
gazes on the Maid of Nazareth, about to be- 
come the Mother of God, he remembers that 
when the Eternal Son ^^took upon Him to 
deliver man. He did not abhor the Virgin^s . 
womb/^ In the condescension of the Incarna- 
tion he' recognizes Jhe greatness of Christ^s 
love. He passes to the cave of the Nativity, 
and as he sees the Mother and the Child, he 
says, ^^ Behold how He loves.^' He passes to 
Gethsemane and Calvary, and as vnth bated 
breath and fixed eye he gazes on the sorrows 
of Jesus, he cries, ^^ Herein is love.^^ He 
raises his eye aloft, and with the gaze of faith 
he pierceth the clouds, and as he sees within the 
veil " a Lamb as it had been slain,^^ standing 
before ^Hhe throne,^^ making intercession for 
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him, he cries, " He not only loved, but loves/^ 
He thinks on the actings of Jesus on the earth, 
through the Holy Ghost, in the Church which 
is His Body, and sees in all the expression of 
the Passion of the Sacred Heart for sinners, and 
bowing himself down before that great love, 
lie cries, '^ Behold how He loves /^ 

And He loves with a personal and indi- 
vidual love. Listen to S. Paul. He does not 
say, the life we now live in the flesh we live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved us^ and 
gave Himself for iis. Generalities are weak. 
He speaks of himself as loved by the Son of 
God with a love as personal as though there 
were no other loved one but himself. With 
the blessed boldness of a love which was the 
regulating power of his life, he cries out-^not 
to Christ in the retirement of his closet, but 
to his fellow-men in the turmoil of life — -'^ The 
life that I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me." Brethren, it is in the 
recognition of the individuality of His love 
that its conquering power is felt, for it is then 
brought home to the soul. Oh dignity of being ! 
Oh joy of life ! '^ The Son of God loves me. 



}> 



v.] THE LIFE OF JUSTIFICATION. 169 

and to the death ! Yes^ you may harden your- 
self against that love, even beneath the cross, 
whilst you deal in generalities ; you may hide 
yourself in the crowd of men from its piercing 
rays ; but hard must your heart be, my brother^ 
if it can kneel before Christ and remain uncon- 
quered as the conviction steals over your being, 
^^ He loved me, and gave Himself for me/^ 

Would to God that all men would believe 
thus in His love I Bear with me, whilst I 
remind you that all do not love Him; that 
^^He comes to His own, and His own receive 
Him not." How many are the're who live their 
lives from the font to the grave, frequenting 
God^s house, and bowing down at God's altar, 
who love Him not. Love, remember, is con- 
scious that it loves, and love manifests itself in 
the changed life. Then there are many here 
this morning who know not what it is to love 
Jesus Christ. Whence is this ? You cannot say 
that His love is unknown to you. It was of 
the love of Jesus a mother taught you, as a 
little child, in days now buried in the distant 
but unforgotten past. God has been teaching 
you the same lesson in a thousand ways. Each 
church you have entered, each Sacrament you 
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have assisted at, e£U3h sermon you have heard, 
and the Bible you have read, has been God^s 
voice telling you of His love, and asking you 
to love Him in blessed response. God has laid 
you on a bed of sickness, that there, ^^ in that 
wilderness. He might speak to your heart/^ 
He has sent the angel of death into your house, 
that He might draw you to the consolations of 
His love. Trouble has met you, because it 
is when His judgments are on men, that they 
"learn righteousness.^^ Ah, how He has 
pleaded with you to love Him also, with the 
inner strivings of His Spirit 1 Ye know it 
all ! If you were asked whether God loved you, 
unhesitatingly ye would answer, Yes. And yet 
your lives are not lived in the power of His 
love. Try yourselves, my friends, as to your 
love, by real tests. Where is the newness of 
life? What friends have you given up for 
Jesus ? What self-sacrifice have you made for 
Jesus ? What work have you done for Jesus ? 
Where are the souls to whom you have wit- 
nessed of Jesus ? What persecutions or sorrows 
have you borne for Jesus ? What ! all these 
marks of conversion wanting, and your life is 
one lived beneath the shadow of the Cross, 
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whence the Precious Blood is falling drop by 
drop ? How is it, oh ! how is it, that the life is 
as it is? I will tell you. You do not believe 
really in Christ^s love for you. You talk about 
it coldly, as a theological truth, but you have 
never grasped it in your heart of hearts. That 
God has become incarnate for love of you, and 
has redeemed you individually from sin on the 
Cross, and has embraced you individually in the 
Sacraments of His Church, is what you have 
never realized. Ah! if you would this morning 
recognize the individuality of His love — if you 
wouia but see Him now, hungering and thirst- 
ing for your response to His love, could you 
leave this place, and go back to that life of 
self-indulgence, and of worse than frivolity^ in 
which you have been content to live? 

How grand is that life which is regulated by 
the passion of the love of Jesus, and which is 
lived in obedience to His commandments ! It 
is by faith that this resurrection to newness of 
life is wrought out. ^^ Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be eaved.^' 
Brother, come to the cross. Gaze upon the 
Crucified. See ! in Him thou art redeemed. 
In Him there is reconciliation for thee with 
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God; in Him thy foes are crushed. Come to 
Him, and as thou gazest on that Bleeding 
Form, nailed for thee to the Cross of Calvary, 
the love of Him who loved thee shall be 
kindled in thine heart, and through His 
attractive power thou shalt say, ^^ The life that 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me/^ 

Yes; the Cross of Christ is the power of God 
unto salvation. Tfie vision of the Crucified 
kindles in the heart that love which is the mo- 
tive of Christian holiness, but from the Person 
of the Crucified flows the power by which the 
yearnings of the heart are alone realized in the 
life. By the grace of God He, who on the 
Cross was Victor over the foes of humanity, is 
in us our strength and life. Through sacra- 
mental media the gift of God is in us, and 
holiness of life is attainable by us if that gift 
be stirred up. God, when He calls us to the 
life of justification, does not call us to that which 
is unattainable by us. On the contrary, by 
His justifying voice He recreates us, and raises 
us to newness of life. It is the conviction that 
this is attainable by us which so many men. 
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lack. A middle-aged man once said to me, 
" All that you say is good and true. I would 
to God I had thought of it twenty years ago ; 
but it is too late now, I have lost iny chance/^ 
This was but the putting into words of the 
feeling of many a heart. It is no use for m© 
to aim at holiness. How can I dare to offer 
to Him a heart so stained? a mind that has 
been so rebellious ? a will that has been so 
stubborn ? a body that has been so defiled ? 
How dare you offer these to Him ? Because, 
knowing thee altogether. He asks thee to yield 
thyself to Him. Because He has given thee 
power to do so through the Blood of Jesus. 
For from the Cross of Jesus there flows to 
thee the gift of justification, in the strength of 
which, though thy hands were red with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus, thou canst with 
the murderer of S. Stephen say, "The life that 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me/^ 

Pass not Jesus by, my brothers. In a life 
united with Him, and in that life alone, is the 
happiness of humanity ; for there alone is the 
true sphere of human life found. Pass Him 
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not by, I implore you. All lives that own any 
other centre than Jesus are swallowed up with 
hunger and with thirst. Over every other well, 
to which thirsting humanity flocks to slake its 
agonizing thirst, the experience of the genera- 
tions of men has written, " He that drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again,^^ but they who 
drink of the water of life never thirst. In 
Jesus is the satisfaction of every want, and the 
quieting of every fear, for in the life of the 
justified on earth is the anticipation of the life of 
the glorified in heaven — even of that full deve- 
lopmnt of the varied powers of our being, and 
that perfect satisfaction which awaits the 
redeemed of God in the heavenly Court, 
''where they hunger no more, nor thirst any 
more, for the Lamb who is in the midst of the 
throne does feed them.^^ 



LECTURE YI. 

^HE PROGRESS AND END OF JUSTIFICATION. 

Pbov. iv. 18. 

" The path of the just is as the shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 

" TUSTIFICATIO est via per quam fit trans- 
^ itus ad glorificationem.^^ In these words 
S. Bernard expresses the same truth as that 
contained in the text; namely, that Glorifi- 
cation in the Heavenly Country is the full 
development of that Justification which we 
know here on earth. Justification and glorifi- 
cation are not distinct and unconnected states 
in the life of the regenerate. ^^ There are two 
things in which our salvation consists, Justifi- 
cation and Glorification. The one is the en- 
trance into salvation, the other its perfection. 
In the first is toil, in the second the fruit of 
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toil ; and as now our justification is by faith, 
so then glorification will bo by vision. How 
great that glorification is that awaits the saints 
in the future life no finite mind can now 
grasp ^J' Yes, glorification is the full develop- 
ment in the soul of that work of grsice of 

c 

which justification is the beginning. Justifica- 
tion is the point from which we start, Glorifi- 
cation is the mark towards which we press. 
Just as the full-grown tree, in all its stately 
proportions, was contained in the seed that was 
cast into the earth, so our Glorification there 
is but the fruit of Justification here. The life 
of the glorified before the Throne is the per- 
petuation and perfect development of the life 
of the justified on earth. Vast is the distance 
between them and us, but there is no difference 
in the law of our lives ; for we, and they, live 
^' in Christ. ^^ Oh blessed oneness of the lives of 
all the faithful, since ^^ the path of the just is 
as the shining light, which shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day '' ! 

If then we would realize the blessings of the 
life of justification, we must look beyond the 
grave, and beyond the morning of the resur- 

> See Note F 
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rection, and gaze on the life of redeemed 
humanity when '^awakened after God^s like- 
ness'^ it knows, in His presence, ^^the fnlness 
of joy for evermore/' Never during our 
earthly course does that perfect day dawn, in 
which '' the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father'' (S. Matt, 
xiii. 43), nor even in the Paradise of God are 
its full satisfactions known. On earth, by the 
grace of God, and in paradise through the same 
grace, is there a progress of the soul towards 
that perfection of being which can only be 
attained after the Second Advent of Christ. 
But in that day the capacities of our being 
shall attain their perfect development and 
complete satisfaction in the vision of God. 
That is, the full development of the life of 
justification is found not here, but there. 
There it is that the orphanhood of humanity 
is for ever past, as the children of God dwell in 
their Father's Home, and bask in their Father's 
love. There it is that the hunger of humanity 
is stilled, and the rest of humanity is found, 
where, perfectly renewed, each faculty of its 
being attains its full development, and finds 
the true sphere of all created lives in the ser- 
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vice of Grod. There it is that pardon ceases to 
be conditional, and becomes absolute, when with 
that last plenary absolution coming from the 
judgment throne, the soul passes into that state 
where it can no more be troubled with the 
sense of sin. Ah, it is there, then, that the 
wants of humanity are satisfied, and therefore 
ask they not in Heaven, ^^How can man be 
justified with God ? and how can he be clean 
who is bom of a woman ? '' 

But in degree these blessings are ours now, 
as we sit at the feet of Jesus in the Catholic 
Church. Here in our baptism are we brought 
back to our Father^s Home, when we receive 
the Holy Ghost, and are made God's children 
by adoption and grace. Here know we in 
degree the renewing power of Him ^^who 
makes all things new,'' as in response to His 
Grace we rise to newness of life. Here, laying 
our sins on Jesus in penitent and believing 
confession, are we ^' made clean," through the 
absolving word He speaks unto us. It may 
help us to realize our present blessings more 
vividly, if we linger this morning over the 
thought of that which awaits us when time 
shall have passed and eternity have dawned. 
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Bear with me, whilst I speak to you so poorly 
of that of which I know so little — the lives of 
those who live within the veil. 

I. Behold, ransomed soul, the wondrous 
glory of the Heavenly life ! Some measure 
of this glory it is granted us even now 
to behold, but it is through ^^a glass darkly/' 
There, before the throne, the redeemed of the 
Lord dwell in the brightness of that light 
which is above the glory of the sun. There, 
as they gaze undazzled upon the splendour of 
that light, they are illuminated with its rays, 
and, like the face of Moses on Mount Sinai, 
their faces shine as God talks with them. 
They are transfigured with the vision of God. 
The glory that dwells in the sacred humanity, 
and which even here flows from Him into His 
own, is there given in fulness unto God's 
sons who stand, resplendent in that glory, 
before the throne. Oh wondrous beauty of the 
saints, beautiful with the beauty of God ! Oh 
soul-entrancing glory of the saints, resplendent 
with the glory of God ! " My soul is athirst for 
God, yea, even for the living God : when shall I 
come to appear before the presence of God ?'' 

(2.) But there is not only this glory, there* * 

N 2 
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is also the development of humanity beneath 
the rays that stream from the light of God. 
It is there that the hidden powers of the intel- 
lect are developed, and the magnificence of mind 
is manifested. It is there that the capacities 
of the heart to love are recognized, for there 
alone its hidden depths are sounded. It is 
there that the wondrous energies of the spirit 
are unfolded, in a degree now inconceivable 
to us, as it is flooded with the vision of God. 
There, and there only, is the grandeur of 
humanity realized, where the varied capacities 
of each created nature attain their perfection. 
In the imperfect there is no rest, but when we 
are perfect, as ^^ He is perfect,^^ in the ^^ perfect 
day,^^ then shall be realized by us the joy of 
the sons of God. 

(3.) But not only in the heavenly life is 
there this perfect development of our won- 
drous nature, but, with this development, 
there comes the satisfaction of the wants of 
man. To develope, and not to satisfy, were 
but to intensify human sorrow by the increase 
of human wants. But in Heaven ^' they hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more.^^ There, 
before the Throve, the wants of the intellect 
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are satisfied as they can never be on eartli. 
Grand is the field that is opened up to human 
thought as it gazes around on creation, and 
reads its mysteries in the light of God, or 
passes from the creature to the Creator to 
contemplate God ; — as now '^ within the veil '' 
it passes from phenomena to causation, and 
so from speculation to certainty, from opinion 
to truth, it revels in an intellectual feast, in 
which the cravings of the mind are stilled 
with the communicated knowledge that flows 
from God, '' knowing as it is known/^ 

There, before the Throne, the yearnings of 
the heart are stilled, as it yields itself up to 
the sway of the passion of love. There, the 
heart, that is created with capacities to love 
God, finds the satisfaction of its fully-developed 
powers in the love of God. There, the faithful 
departed of every time (and specially those 
perhaps whom we have loved on earth, or 
towards whom we have felt a special attrac- 
tion) shall be loved perfectly in God. There 
the heart loves restfully, for there is no cause 
for restlessness in the loves of Heaven. There 
no imperfections try love, no rivalries or 
jealousies can mar, no death can rob us of it. 
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Perfect, restful, everlasting is tlie love of 
Heaven. There, with a blessed satisfaction, 
may the heart lavish its whole being on those 
it loves. 

There, again, is the full satisfaction of our 
bodily nature. It is not only that there " the 
corruptible having put on incorruption,^^ the 
tyranny of the flesh is broken, and the creature 
is set free ^^with the glorious liberty of the 
children of God /^ it is more than this. The 
body is the organ of expression to mind and 
heart, and it is in ministering to them that 
its satisfaction is found. But there, each mem- 
ber of the body in the service of God finds a 
sphere worthy of itself, in which, as it prostrates 
itself before the Eternal, it breathes forth the 
convictions of the mind and the afiections of 
the heart. 

But underlying all, it is there that the liberty 
of man is found, as the will is surrendered up 
to God. Liberty consists not in lawlessness, 
but in obedience to law. Lawlessness brings 
us into the tyranny of sin, obedience leads us 
into the liberty of the sons of God. Man^s rest 
is found when the creature reahzes his posi- 
tion, and willingly takes upon himself ^^ the light 
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and easy yoko^^ of his Creator^s law. Here 
obedience is by painful effort, there it is "by 
instinct. Here it is only through sorrow and 
mortification, and being crucified with Christ, 
that feebly and poorly, at the best, we yield 
obedience to God, for herethe mysterious power 
of temptation is known by those who come " to 
serve the Lord/^ But there, where tempta- 
tion is unknown, it is the law of their life 
to obey God and to know that it is the height 
of man^s dignity and happiness, in action, word, 
and thought, to lose himself in God. Oh the 
blessed rest of God^s service when once the 
veil is lifted, and we are with God in Heaven ! 

(4.) In speaking to you of the joys of the 
glorified, there is one point, however, in which 
the simile of the text fails. Here the sun 
rises but to set;* it travels to its mid-day splen- 
dour only to give place to midnight gloom. 
It is not so there : her ^^ sun shall no more go 
down,^^ for ^^ there is no night there.^^ Here 
Hght streams to us from God only through 
created media of His appointment. He ^^ made 
two great lights, the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He 
made the stars also (Gen. i. 16), and through 
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them light streams from Him to us. Hence 
it is in nature as it is in grace ; light and dark- 
ness are constantly interchanged, whilst we 
receive His gifts through created media. But 
in the Heavenly Country thereis no such change^ 
because " the Lord Himself is her everlasting 
light,^^ and the light that is in Him streams 
forth upon the children of light in one unend- 
ing day* Blessed permanence of that unending 
day, that undecaying light I There is no night 
there, thank God I It is not advance and retro- 
gression, but one unchecked progress; it is 
not the interchange of happiness and misery, 
but one unending song of the children of the 
day, revelling in the everlasting light. It is 
this stability of the Heavenly Land which marks 
its great contrast with the things of time. 
Brothers, it is towards such a life we are press- 
ing — ^a life where humanity shall be beautified 
with the beauty of God ; a life where humanity 
shall be glorified with the glory that is reflected 
on it from the Everlasting light. It is a life in 
which the powers of humanity are perfectly de- 
veloped, and thus developed are fiilly satisfied ; 
a life, the very instinct of which is the service 
of God; where temptation is unknown, and 
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weariness no more besets our path ; a life of one, 
unending day, of one unclouded happiness, of 
one unceasing joy. Who would not sacrifice 
all that time and sense can oflfer to such a 
life as this ? tVTio would not bid a long farewell 
to the miserable vanities and the perishable 
prizes of earth, to lay hold on a life so grand 
and so ennobling ? Oh noble life of the justified 
on earth, ever progressing to the life of the 
glorified in heaven ! " The path of the just is as 
the shining light, which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect d&j" Brother, when lifers 
day is over, does this perfect day await thee? 
Is thine the perfect day of never-ceasing bliss, 
or the awful darkness of undying gloom ? Oh, 
brothers, choose. 

II. Not only is glorification the full develop- 
ment of justification, but in the life of the faith- 
ful on earth there is a progress towards that 
glorification in daily increasing conformity to 
that wondrous life which is within the veil : 
"it shineth more cmd more unto the perfect 
day." 

(1.) I shall seem at first sight, perhaps, to 
be unnecessarily stating a generally-admitted 
truth, when I say that there is a progress in 
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the life of justification. And yet the most 
cursory glance at current religious thought 
will show how necessary it is to remember this 
great fact. Thus we hear the truth constantly 
enforced that "an unconverted man is living 
in darkness, but the converted are living in the 
light.^^ You will not imagine that I am now 
about to challenge the truth of a statement I 
have striven to enforce ; for indeed conversion 
is "a passing from darkness to light.^^ But 
from this the deduction is drawn, that because 
of this converting grace the whole inner being 
is irradiated with the grace of God. Thus the 
convert is supposed in a moment to receive 
such an illumination of his intellect as to be to 
himself an infallible guide inta truth and prac- 
tice. He is taught to lean on this illumination 
if he can say, " I have been converted unto 
Christ, and He has promised to His people the 
assistance of His Spirit to guide them into 
truth, and this Spirit is mine, and I know that 
I am right, because God has revealed this to 
me.^^ Whereas, in truth, the illumination of the 
intellect is the life-long work of the Spirit, and 
the mists of darkness are only gradually scattered 
from the soul as the light of Christ^s counte- 
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nance is more and more Kfted on us. Brethren, 
in reality, those who know this work of God^s 
grace are only too ready to overvalue the past 
act of conversion. Men often rest their whole 
hopes of heaven on such a past crisis in the life. 
A man rests in a calm haven when he can say, 
'^ At such a time I yielded myself to God. With 
strong crying and tears I sought His face, 
and He lifted up the light of His countenance 
upon me and gave me peace. I am sure it was 
no delusion. His arms embraced me, and His 
love rested on me. If I can but remain there, 
it is salvation. ^^ And so men " settle on 
their lees,^^ whilst practically they ignore, what 
theoretically they admit, the absolute necessity 
of progress in the souVs life. 

On this point there is a great doctrinal varia- 
tion from Catholic truth, underlying the theo- 
logy of the Protestant sects. At the time of the 
Eeformation the point was much debated be- 
tween the Reformed and Catholic theologians, 
whether or not there could be a growth in the 
life of Justification. The Lutheran position 
necessarily sprung from its view of justification, 
simply thinking of justification as " an act of 
Divine acquittal,^^ which in strictness it is; 
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believing it to be, not a making just, but an 
accounting just alone, which it is not. Their po- 
sition was — Justification* is pardon. But a man 
cannot grow in pardon. He is either forgiven, or 
he is not. A justified man is a pardoned man. 
His salvation is secured by his continuance in 
this state of forgiveness, but there can be no 
progress in It. The Catholic Church, howevei*, 
teaches that renewal is a part of justification, 
for whom God justifies He by that act makes 
just. Justification is the acquittal pronounced 
over the sinner by the Divine voice, but it is 
more ; "it is a Divine voice issuing in a Divine 
work; acceptance leading to acceptableness ; 
imputation to participation*.^^ God does not 
proclaim a man just, without making him just 
with an inward renewal. And it is this renewal 
of nature which, as we have already seen, is the 
yearning of humanity equally with the Divine 
forgiveness. 

But if this be so, then there is a progress 
in the life of justification. " The path of the 
just is as the shining light> which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.^^ There can 
be no growth in the Divine forgiveness ; bub 

2 Newman, Lecture III. 
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there can be, ay, and there is, a growth in 
the tenacity wherewith we lay hold on Christ ; 
a growth in the faith, hope, and love, whereby 
we repose in Him; a growth in that inward 
righteousness wherein we are just. For whilst 
there is a renewal wrought out within, it finds 
not instantaneously a perfect expression in the 
outward life, because it is only gradually that 
the leaven permeates the being. " Christiana 
can, by fulfilling the law, please God, not 
simply and entirely, (for, ^ in many things we 
pfiend all,^) but the presence of the Spirit in 
our heart changes the character of our service, 
makes our obedience new in kindy not merely 
fuller in degree, makes it to live and grow, so 
that it is ever tending towards perfect obe- 
dience as its limit '." And as, beneath the 
power of the Spirit, the soul passes (to use S, 
Bemard^s definitions) from its weak righteous- 
ness to its perfect development in a fi:xed and 
stable righteousness, there is a progress in that 
life of grace to which God has called it. And 
as the power of justifying grace grows in the 
soul, and manifests itself in ever-increasing 
Jioliness; then, as the soul draws nearer and 

• Newman, Lecture IV. 
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nearer to God, purged of its inward corruption, 
and illuminated by the vision of the Incarnate, 
'^ going on from strength to strength,^' changed 
from glory to glory, it knows the blessedness 
of that life of justification, walking in which 
" the just shine more and more unto the per- 
fect day/^ 

(2.) How then can we progress in the justi- 
fied life ? There is the progress of persever- 
ance. Glorification is the end of justification, 
and all who are vitally in Christ are justified ; 
and so to ^^ abide in Christ " is to persevere. 
What are we in the life of grace ? Strangers 
and pilgrims upon earth, who, travelling 
through the world, are seeking the heavenly 
land. Life is a journey. "We are going to 
the land of which the Lord hath said, I will 
give it thee.^^ We are going to the true 
Canaan, where we hope to be owned as the 
children of Abraham, whose seed is more 
numerous than " the sand upon the sea shore,'^ 
for " they are a great multitude that no man 
can number.^^ As day by day goes by, nearer 
and nearer comes the Heavenly Land ; as night 
by night closes in, and finds us sitting at the 
Sacred Feet, the arms of God enfolding us. 
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and His love cheering us, is there no progress 
towards the perfect day ? 

** For ever with the Lord ! 

Amen, so let it he : 
Life from the dead is in that word, 

Tis immortality. 
^ Here in the hody pent, 

Ahsent from Thee I roam, 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 

A day's march nearer home." 

Oh, believe me, there is a blessed progress in 
the very holding on to Jesus through the trials 
and temptations of every day. And he who, 
amidst the shortcomings of life, lives ^^with 
his face Zionward^^ knows what it is to say, 
that "the path of the just is as the shining 
light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day,^' 

There is in the life of the just not only the 
progress of perseverance, but that of increasing 
outward conformity to the law of God. With 
increasing steadiness and brilliancy does " their 
light shine before men, as they see their good 
works.^^ See this aspect of the soul^s progress. 
The darkness of sin covers the world, and Go J 
has placed the just on the earth to be its light. 
As a holy man says, "Amidst this darkness 
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God has placed the just, as lights who give 
light to the world until the night of temptation 
entirely passes away */' This is the simile of 
the text. The day is radiant with the light 
of the sun. The sun arises "morning by 
morning/^ and the day dawns on the earth. 
The light thus given is communicated in in- 
creasing measure, until it arrives at the splen- 
dour of the perfect day. So is it with the 
just. They are the torch-bearers, who walk 
the streets by night, and direct others in the 
way of safety as they " hold forth the word of 
life^^ (Phil. ii. 16). They are as "the stars 
in the firmament of heaven, to give light to 
the world.^' We are lights in the world, in 
the same degree in which we "live in the 
light.^^ In the same measure in which our lives 
are brought under the rule of God^s command- 
ments, and in which the rule of Jesus is owned 
by submission to His will, are we shining on 
the world. A bad-tempered person, who, 
fighting with his temper, becomes patient and 
meek, is shining as a "light in the world.^' 
A frivolous person, who, grappling with the 
lightness of her nature, disciphnes herself 

^ Cornelius in loco. 



VI.] END OF JUSTIFICATION. 193 

beneath the Shadow of the Cross, in her in- 
creasing soberness of life holds forth the torch 
of light. But this victory over self, in the 
power of which alone we can be as " lights 
in the world,^^ is not gained at once. It comes 
by degrees, ''more and more.^^ It is one 
thing to say, '' I will to conquer,^' and another 
to be crowned with the victor's crown. No- 
thing less than the conflict lies between them. 
For instance, it is one thing to say, " I will 
conquer this temper by God's grace,'^ and quite 
another thing to keep it down. Is it not ? In 
this increasing conformity of life there is first of 
all the recognition of the sin, and the surrender 
of the will to God, in willing to conquer it. 
Then comes conflict beneath the Standard of 
the Crucified. In this conflict there are times 
of earnest vigour and of ignoble repose, times 
of victorious progress and of disastrous retreat. 
The sun rises and sets. Yet, on the whole, in 
the life of the Redeemed there is a gradual 
progress in outward conformity to God's law, 
'' and the path of the just, as the shining light, 
shines more and more.'' Don't lose heart then, 
my brothers, if you find it diflicult '' to walk 
in the way of God's commandments," through 

o 
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the power of besetting sins. Remember, it is 
*^more and more/^ '^here a little, and there a 
little/' You cannot gauge your progress per- 
haps. It is difficult to do so, because the sun 
rises and sets within thee, and night succeeds 
to day. It were not healthy to do so, if it were 
possible, for it would tempt thee either to ease 
or pride. But the progress is there if God's 
grace is really thine, and the grace of justifi- 
cation is working within thee. It is as true now 
of the pilgrim's journeying to the Heavenly 
city as it was of those of old, " They go from 
strength to strength, j^nd unto the God of gods 
they appear every one of them in Zion." 

For this outward conformity to the Divine 
Will is but the expression of the progressive 
illumination of the soul with the light of God. 
It is in this inward work of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Soul that the progress of the Justified 
is pre-eminently manifested. It is of it the 
Apostle speaks when he says, " We all, with 
unveiled face, beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord" (2 Cor. iii. 18). As the day 
grows to its perfection through the increasing 
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light that streams on it from the sun, so the 
soul^s progress consists in the receiving, in 
ever-increasing measure, the rays of the Sun 
of Righteousness. And this progressive work 
in the soul tends towards its glorification, for 
we are changed from " glory to glory/' By 
the discipline of God graces are formed in the 
soul, and first and chiefest the great grace of 
humility, which is the foundation grace of the 
Christ-like life. Grod works with His hidden 
work in the depths of the being, and as the 
Vision of Jesus is unveiled to us, in a measure 
which corresponds to the purification of the soul, 
in its assimilating power the soul becomes 
one with Christ. He who said, " Be ye perfect, 
as I am perfect,^' by His own grace in the hearts 
of the justified is ever leading them on to per- 
fection. They are being " changed into His 
Image from glory to glory,'' and so in them "the 
path of the just is as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day." 

m. But this progress is seen only in the 
life of the justified. It is in " the path of the 
just" that there is an advance to the perfect 
day before the Throne of God. There is no 
such progress in those who are not "justified 

o 2 
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with God,^^ because this progress is essentially 
supernatural, and reaches only to those who 
are vitally in Christ. There is indeed a natural 
goodness in some around us, which leads them 
instinctively to appreciate the noble, the good, 
and the true. In these, not only are the 
natural virtues exemplified, but there is felt 
a natural attraction to Jesus Christ. By the 
confession, not of His worshippers only, but of 
unbelievers, He stands pre-eminent in the page 
of history, as the incarnation of these virtues. 
The nobleness of His life, the truth of His 
words, manifesting the essential goodness of 
His character, have ever had an attractive 
power over the natural mind. Ever and anon 
the children of the world hear a voice calling 
on them to follow Him " to the perfect day." 
Sometimes there comes the response ; and the 
man begins to try to follow Christ, biit in the 
power of his natural self. New rules of life are 
made, new studies undertaken, and religious 
duties are performed, with ^^ a zeal which is not 
according to knowledge." But the movement 
is but transitory. It passes away ^^ as a dream 
that is told." Its ^^ goodness is as the morning 
cloud ; and as the early dew, it vanishes away." 
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Why? It was not built upon "the Eock/^ 
The soul never went to God with the " exceed- 
ing bitter cry^' for mercy for sin committed; the 
sinner never "emptied himself ^^ that he might 
be filled with God^s grace; he never really sought 
God^s pardon, or found His peace. He was 
not justified. There can be no perseverance in 
religious living, and certainly no progress in 
the life of grace, where the life is lived in the 
strength of self, (had I not rather have said in 
its weakness ?) and where Jesus is not sought 
and found. True it is that the " path of the 
just '^ progresses " to the perfect day,^^ but the 
path of the unjustified is as the advancing 
night, increasing in its gloom. At times some 
meteor light may fall across its course, but it 
only serves to make the darkness visible. There 
is no stability, no power of perseverance in the 
pursuit of holiness, except in those who have 
been raised up to " newness of life.^^ But they 
who have found " peace in believing,^^ and in 
the power of the love of Jesus have been raised 
to the life of justification, have within their 
reach the great grace of perseverance, if it be 
duly sought ; and as the power of God's grace 
more and more permeates their being, rejoicing 
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in the light, it is theirs by experience to know 
that there is a wondrous progress in the life of 
the justified. 

(2.) This connexion between the sinner's 
justification and his progress in the Divine 
life is no arbitrary one. Growth in the spiritual 
life is the gradual unfolding within of the 
powers of a life communicated to us. There is 
a supernatural life within the justified, fpr 
through union with the Incarnate Word we 
have received from Him the life that is in Him* 
self. The life of God dwells without measure 
in the Son of Mary, and passes in measure into 
His members. In the justified this gift of life 
is no longer dormant, but is stirred up, and 
becomes an active principle within as its pre- 
sence is recognized and responded to. This life, 
thus willingly yielded to, is ever manifesting its 
vigour in the inward growth. As in nature, 
so in grace, the babe becomes the child, the 
child developes into the young man, the young 
man ripens into the father. But there cannot 
be this growth in the Divine life, without the 
communication to -us, through the Holy Ghost, 
of the life of God, and our surrender to it by 
repentance and faith. This life, in its power. 
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can only be manifested in the justified. They 
who have not received this Divine gift, or re- 
ceiving it have not responded to it, are not 
among those upon whom "the light of the 
glorious Gospel of Chrisf has shone with 
power. There therefore can be no progress in 
the life of grace while it lies dormant in the 
heart. But when, through the response of 
faith to the voice of Jesus, the soul enters into 
His peace, then, " when the winter is past, and 
the rain, is over and gone, the flowers appear 
on the earth,^^ and in the fructifying power of 
the Sun of Righteousness the fruits of grace 
ripen in the soul, to the satisfaction of the 
creature, and to the glory of God. 

(3.) Not, however, that this progressive de- 
velopment of the life of the justified is without 
the co-operation of the redeemed. There is 
no progress in the life of justification without 
effort — effort bravely made, and with perse- 
verance. In the lives of the saints are seen 
the fullest developments of the powers of 
grace. But the page that records this life tells 
us of heroic sacrifices, and how " the violent 
took the kingdom of God by force.'' Listen, 
and realize the devoted efforts of the saints of 
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God. "Forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus/^ Listen, and realize the intensity of the 
conflicts of the saints of God. "I fight, not 
as one that beateth the air; but I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that 
by any means when I have preached to others 
I myself should be a castaway.^' Ah, brethren, 
and in every life lived under the power of grace, 
there is, in some degree, the same effort, and 
the same conflict. None wave the palm branch 
of victory before the Throne, who have not 
known the toils and the dangers of the fight, 
except the army of the Innocents. Brethren, 
none can be saved but they " who work out 
their own salvation with fear and trembling.'^ 
This mighty toil is impossible to the unjustified. 
It can be only toiled in a recognized co-opera- 
tion with Him '^who worketh in us to will and 
to do of His good pleasure.^^ This co-opera- 
tion is impossible to him who, bound "in the 
grave-clothes^^ of an unrenewed nature, lies 
"dead in trespasses and sins.^^ He cannot 
progress until, in his recognized union with 
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Christ, lie rises up to newness of life ; for pro- 
gress implies effort, and effort cannot be with- 
out life. Yes, there must be the passing into 
peace with God, through the response of the 
soul to its union with Jesus, before it can toil 
for God. S^yered from Christ ^^ye can do 
nothing,'^ and they who " abide not in Him " 
are severed from Him. 

(4.) The progress of the soul is, however, not 
only through effort made by grace, in union 
with the inner workings of God, it is also 
through sufferings bravely borne. The way 
of the cross is the way of progress, and the 
purification of humanity is through suffering. 
But it is through sorrow borne in and for 
Christ. Sorrow by itself is the curse of sin, 
and hardens the heart; but sorrow borne in 
union with the sorrows of Calvary is the God- 
appointed way to the glorification that awaits 
the redeemed in heaven. " We must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God,'^ for "Christ has suffered for us, leaving 
us an example that we should follow His 
steps.^' Brethren, remember how our Lord of 
old taught us this great truth. " The mother 
of Zebedee^s children said unto Him, ' Grant 
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that these my two sons may sit, the one on 
Thy right hand, and the other on Thy left, in 
Thy kingdom/ And Jesus answered and said, 
' Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to 
be baptized with the baptism that I am bap- 
tized with ?' '' (S. Matt. XX. 20— 22.) To pray 
for nearness to Jesus in heaven is to ask now 
to be allowed to drink of the bitter cup of 
Gethsemane, and to be baptized with the bap- 
tism of the cross. Awful are the sorrows, 
intense the anguish of the spiritual life on 
earth. So awful, so intense are they, that 
there is but one thing that can strengthen the 
soul to bear up beneath their power, and that 
is, the consciousness of our union with Him 
who for love of us knew the far intenser sorrows 
of the garden and the tree. Mark the eflPect 
of sorrow and adversity on those who are not 
living for God. See how it hardens the heart, 
and sours the temper. Those whom we have 
known and loved for their kindness and repose 
we have seen beneath the touch of sorrow to 
become fretful and morose. Beneath this dis- 
cipline many a fair Christian profession has 
broken down and the warmth of a character 
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of summer glow has given place to the freezing 
cold of winter. Why ? Because the trial was 
not united with the Cross of Christ, and it 
is in this union alone that the blessedness of 
sorrow is recognized, and the weight of sorrow 
is borne. But this union of our sorrows with 
the sorrows of Jesus is only possible to those 
who in the life of justification "know the Lord." 
It is love for Jesus that is* the secret power of 
all Christian endurance, and this love belongs 
to the justified, and perseverance is theirs only. 

(5.) Beneath the shadow of the cross the 
justified receive an ever-increasing measure of 
the graces needed for their progress in grace. 
Love is the secret of this progress, but love is 
not alone ; it associates with itself the graces 
of hope and faith. Perseverance derives from 
love its motive, from hope its endurance, and 
from faith its strength. But all these graces 
grow at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

It is there that love is kindled, it is there it 
is increased, until the love of Jesus becomes 
the passion of the life. All love, from the love 
of the penitent to the love of the saint, is the 
fruit of the tree. But none but the justified 
can love, for he who loves is saved. It is pos- 
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sible to go to the cross to gaze on that love, 
and to come away not only unsubdued by it, 
but hardened into a more complete indiflfer- 
ence, and possibly into the intensity of hatred. 
Doubt you this ? Look then at the multitudes 
on Calvary, and listen to the mockings and 
the blasphemies wherewith they surround their 
dying Lord. The unjustified gazes on Jesus 
crucified unmoved, or moved to hatred and 
contempt; the justified look and love, for they 
love Him with the love that streameth from 
Himself. It is love that enables the soul to 
hold on its way amidst all the trials of those 
forty years which form its day of " temptation 
in the wilderness.^' It is love which gives it 
the power to oflter to God those costly sacrifices 
which He demands of His people. Sometimes, 
^^ wearied by the greatness of the way,'' the 
child of God sits down in listless despair, but 
the voice of the Beloved is heard saying, "Arise 
ye, and depart, for this is not your rest," and 
again he girds himself for his journey, aroused 
by the power of love. At other times the 
recollection of the past comes back upon the 
soul, and it almost says, ^^ Oh that it were with 
me as in months past !" Yet even as in heart 
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it turns back into Egypt, a voice speaks to tlie 
heart, . and knits it to the cross again with 
firmer ties. There is a blessed vision which 
draws the soul onwards through the toils and 
dangers of the wilderness : " it is the vision 
of the Forerunner/^ who, in His love, has 
borne it all for us, and now bids us " take up 
our cross and follow Him" in the power of a 
love responding to His own. 

Love stands not alone as the ground of per- 
severance, for "we are saved by hope." It is 
not what is, but what shall be that we yearn 
for. There shall be fruition, here is expecta- 
tion. Here is hope, but there no place is left 
for hope ; for "what a man seeth, why doth he 
yet hope for ? " Ah, blessed hope ! Hope never 
knows that it is conquered. Hope never knows 
what it is to despair. Hope ! it dashes as a 
wave against the rock, and is broken only that 
it may gather up its strength to advance again. 
" We are saved by hope," and hope grows be- 
neath the cross, for how can they despair who 
know the security and the benediction of the 
embrace of Christ ? Brother, where is the con- 
fidence of thy hope ? ^^ I dare not hope,^' you 
say; "I am hopeless. I have striven, and I 
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cannot see victory ; I have plodded on my way, 
and I have not gained a step. I do not, think 
I shall ever get to heaven/' Why art thou 
discouraged, my brother? and why is thy 
soul so disquieted within thee ? Look to Jesus, 
and breathe freely yet again. There is no room 
for despair in the embrace of Jesus Christ, 
No room for despair in the hearts of those 
who kneel believingly at the foot of the cross. 
Gaze on the Victor there, over sin, and death, 
and hell. Canst thou doubt that, in His own 
time and way He will glorify Himself in thee, 
by giving thee victory ? But even were it so 
that He willed not thus to bless thee, but called 
thee to toil and agonize fruitlessly beneath the 
cross ; even in defeat thou art victor, for none 
can perish who live under the Shadow of the 
Cross. Then, in Paradise it shall all be seen 
how fruitful is thy fruitless toil, how splendid 
the victories gained in thy defeats. Hopeless 
still art thou ? Because of the weariness that 
comes from the little falls of daily life ? Listen ; 
when the dear Lord was on the earth. He gave 
us the rule of forgiveness to our brethren, and 
said, " If thy brother trespass against thee seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
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again to thee, saying, I repent/ thou shalt 
forgive him^' (S. Luke xvii. 4). He who 
gave us this law of forgiveness is here, as every 
where, our Forerunner and Example ; and He 
forgives thee "seven times in a day/' To 
those who are justified by faith in Christ Jesus 
there is momentary forgiveness, for the sins of 
each moment of the life, momentary renewal 
of the- nature tainted by sin. Our Bridegroom 
will not leave the spot or stain of sin un- 
cleansed on His elect. We are in Christ, and 
through this holy union His grace is ever acting 
on us if we will open our hearts to Him by 
faith. He is ever with us, and in every time 
and place we are in Him. " His presence goes 
with us to give us rest.'' Trembling soul, after 
sin you need not wait to lay your sin on Jesus 
until your next confession, nor even linger for 
the blessed unburdening for your prayers at 
night. See Him ever with thee, — ^in the street, 
in the home, and in the closet. See Him always 
near thee in the cleansing power of the Precious 
Blood ; and know, that never for a moment will 
He leave thy soul unpardoned after thou hast 
turned to Him and said, " I repent," though 
it be " seven times in a day." He does then 
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and there forgive thee. Do not tie thy for- 
giveness to its Sacramental channel and seal. 
Here is constant forgiveness, independently of 
the channel, by the direct action of His grace. 
It cannot mean, can it, that you must go to 
confession seven times in a day ? Here there is 
hope. If Jesus be thus with thee, how canst 
thou fail. Take Him with thee, in the power 
of recollection, as thou goest up and down 
in life. Lift thine eye to Him from Whom, 
moment by moment, flows renewing grace and 
pardoning love. So shall hope grow within 
thee, until it be lost in sight : thus shalt thou 
persevere. 

In speaking thus of love and hope I magnify 
the grace of faith. Faith kindles love, faith 
begets hope : the unbeliever loves not Christ, 
and is without hope in the world. ^^ Looking unto 
Jesus^^ faith grows — " looking unto Jesus " love 
is intensified — ^^ looking unto Jesus ^' hope flows 
through the soul — ^and so, ^^ looking unto Jesus," 
we gain that grace of perseverance in the power 
of which we " run the race that is set before us.*' 

Glorification awaits the justified in the 
Heavenly land. blessed fruit of justification ! 
Not here, but there, is the joy of harvest home. 
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Here, the sowing in tears ; there, the reap- 
ing in joy. Here, the confession of sin ; there, 
the blessing of the fully absolved. Here the 
Bride, "in the day of her espousals,^^ waits for 
the coming of the Bridegroom ; there, her eter- 
nal dwelling in the Bridegroom's House. 

" The gates 

EoU back, and far within 
For me, the Heavenly Bridegroom waits, 

To make me pure of sin ; 
The Sabbaths of Eternity , 

One Sabbath deep and wide — 
A light upon the shining sea — 

The Bridegroom with His Bride." 

Oh, brothers ! consciously, from this moment, 
unite your lives with Jesus Christ. Let Him, 
in night and day, in sorrow and in joy, be your 
Brother, your Companion, and your Guide. 
Unite your lives with Him, who is the Leader 
of the Justified, as they travel towards the 
glory that shall be revealed, and you shall 
know how true and how blessed is the saying, 
that " the path of the just is as the shining 
light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.'' 

Brethren, Lent has deepened into Passion- 
tide, and we, who have travelled through this 

p 
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wilderness way together, now separate for our 
varied paths in life. Together have we sounded 
l/he very depths of our poor humanity, and 
deciphered its moving cries for help. Together 
have we gazed with eager eyes and swelling 
hearts on Jesus, and seen in Him God^s answer 
to man^s cry. Together have we seen the 
embrace of God^s Elect by the Good Shepherd, 
as " He lays them on His shoulders rejoicing,'^ 
and brings them home to God. Together have 
we seen the soul^s response, as it yields to Jesus 
and finds ^^ peace in believing.^' Together 
have we niarked the wondrous power of this 
response of faith, in raising us to newness of 
life. And together have we tried to see how 
the Hand of Jesus leads us to the Life before 
the Throne of God. ITiis is the life of Justifi- 
cation, to which He, who justifies the ungodly, 
calls us all. It is indeed a life full of comfort, 
for it is full of Jesus ; and, in its full develop- 
ment before the Throne, gives the fulness of 
satisfaction to the sons of men. 

But what, dear, dear brethren, avails it thus 
to speak, and thus to listen to the blessedness of 
the justified, if ye pass Him by Who is our Justi- 
fication. By the remembrance of a sinful past, 
and the thought of a dreaded eternity — ^more 
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than that, by the yearning of the Sacred Heart 
over you, I implore you to come to Him, and to 
come now. May He of His great mercy draw 
you here, and now, to yield yourselves to Jesus, 
if you have not already yielded ; for He is our 
Righteousness, our Peace, our Wisdom, and our 
All. Justifying you freely by His grace, may 
He give you the grace of perseverance. May 
His grace accompany you through life ; raising 
you when you fall, bringing you back when you 
wander, guiding you in perplexity, and never 
leave you until Time is over, and Eternity has 
dawned. May He bring you to the ^^ perfect 
day ; " and then may it be seen, if so He will, that 
some of you have this Lent been drawn from 
the world to the Feet of Jesus Christ, and that 
others have been aided in the life of Grace. 

And if at times the memory of this Lent 
should come back upon you, then (and espe- 
cially at the oflFering of the Holy Sacrifice) pray 
for him who has spoken to you in the name of 
the Lord, that, in the power of the grace of 
perseverance, he, with you, may know the joys 
of those who, labour o'er, and dangers past, 
dwell ^^in the perfect day,'' resplendent with 
Christ's Righteousness, before the Throne of 
God. 
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I VENTURE to add the following notes to these Lectures, 
in the hope of calling the attention of my younger brethren 
to the writings of the last of the Fathers. In no writer, 
ancient or modem, is "the proportion of faith" more 
clearly respected. In his teaching the objective and sub- 
jective aspects of the Catholic Faith are so wonderfully 
presented to us, that I cannot but think him to be pre- 
eminently fitted to become the teacher of those who are 
called on to meet the wants of the age. 

These notes might have been very much extended, but I 
trust they will justify me in presenting the following posi- 
tions as those of S. Bernard : — 

1. Justification is the resurrection of the soul to newness 
of life. 

2. Justification comes to us from Christ, Who died for 
our sins, and rose again for our justification. 

3. It fiows to the regenerate by virtue of their union 
with Christ, into which they are admitted by Begene- 
ration. 

4. This union must be embraced by faith, and hence the 
necessity of conversion. 

5. They who have thus responded to the election of 
Christ are conscious of their union with Him. 

6. This union is manifested in their newness of life in 
(A) mortification of vices, (B) in pursuit of virtues. 
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7. Justification finds its full development in the life of the 
glorified before the Throne. 

Note A. — Page 99. 
HOW IS CHRIST OUR JUSTIFICATION ? 

Venit princeps hujus mundi, et in Salvatore non invenit 
quicquam ; et cnm nihilominns innocenti manus iujecit, 
justissime quos tenebat, amisit ; quando is qui morti nihil 
debebat, accepta mortis injuria, jure ilium qui obnoxins 
erat, et mortis debito, et Diaboli solvit Domino. Qua enim 
justicia id secundo homo exigeretur P Homo siquidem qui 
debuit, homo qui solvit. Nam si unus, inquit, pro omnibus 
mortuus est, ergo omnes mortui sunt : ut videlicet satisw 
factio unius omnibus imputetur, sicut omnium peccata unus 
ille portavit : nee alter jam inveniatur qui fore fecit, alter 
qui satisfecit; quia caput et corpus unus est Christus. 
Satisfecit ergo caput pro membris, Christus pro visceri- 
bus suis, quando, juxta evangelium Pauli, quo convincitur 
mendacium Petri, mortuus pro nobis oonvivificavit nos sibi, 
donans nobis omnia delicta, delens quod adversum nos 
erat chirographum decreti, quod erat contrarium nobis, et 
ipsum tulit de medio, affigens illud cruoi, expolians princi- 
patus et potestates. Utinam ego inveniar in his spoliis 
quibus spoliatse sunt contrarise potestates, traductus et 
ipse in possessionem Domini ! Si me insecutus Laban 
argueri quod recesserim clam ab eo, audiet clam me accessisse 
ad eum, et ob hoc clam recessisse. Subjecit me illi causa 
eecretior peccati, subduxit me illi ratio occultioris justicise. 
Aut si gratis venundatus sum, gratis non redimar ? Quod 
si dixerit, Pater tuus addixit te : respondebo, Sed frater 
mens redemit me. Cur non aliunde justicia, cum aliunde 
reatus ? Alius qui peccatorem constituit, alius qui 
justificat a peccato. Alter in semine, alter in sanguine ; 
an peccatum in semine peccatoris, et non justicia in Christi 
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sanguine ? Sed justicia, inquiet, sit cnjus est, quid ad te ? 
Esto, sed sit etiam culpa cujus est : quid ad me ? An justi- 
cia justi super eum erit, et impietas impii non erit super 
eum ? Non convenit filium portare iniquitatem patris, et 
paternaD fieri exortem justicisB. Nunc vero per hominem 
mors, et per hominem vita. Sicut enim in Adam onmes 
moriuntur, ita et in Christo omnes vivificabuntur : quoniam 
non^ sic illi attineOy ut non et isti. Si illi per oamem, et 
per fidem huic, et si infectus ex illo originali concupiscen- 
tia, etiam et in Christi gratia spirituali perfusus est. Quid 
mihi plus imputatur de prsBvaricatore ? 8i generatio rege- 
nerationem oppono, nisi quod spiritualis est ista, ilia camalis. 
Nee patitur ratio eequitatis ut ex aequo contendant, sed 
vincat necesse est spiritus camem : et sit efficacior causa, 
cujus est potior et natura : quo plus videlicet prosit genera- 
tio secunda, quam prima nocuerit. Sane pervenit delictum 
ad me, sed pervenit et gratia. Et non sicut delictum, ita et 
donum. Nam judicium ex uno in condemnationem, gratia 
antem ex multis delictis in justificationem. A prime ho- 
mine manavit delictum, a summo coelo egressio gratia). 
Utrumque a parente, illud a primo, ista a summo. Terrena 
nativitas perdit me, et non multo 'magis generatio 
ooelestis conservat me ? Nee vereor sic erutus de potestate 
tenebrarum repelli a patre luminum, justificatus gratis in 
sanguine filii ejus. Nempe ipse qui justificat, quis est qui 
oondemnet ? Non condemnabit justum qui misertus est 
j>eccatori. Justum me dixerim, sed illius justicia. Qusenam 
ipsa ? Finis legis Christus, ad justiciam omni credenti. 
Denique qui factus est nobis, in quit justicia a Deo patre. 
Quae ergo mihi justicia facta est mea non est ? Si mea tra- 
ducta culpa cur non et mea indulta justicia f (Epistles, 190.) 

Note B. — Page 110. 

The whole passage runs thus : — 

Beati enim qui memores sunt mandatomm ejus, sed ut 
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faciant ea. Nimimm verba ritsd satemaB habet et^venit 
hora (ntiuam et nunc sit !) qnando audient vocem ejus, et 
qui audierint, yivent. Siquidem vita in yoluntate ejus. Et 
si yultis scire voluntas ejus, conversio nostra. Beniqne 
ipsum audite. Kumquid Voluntatis mese est mors impii ait 
Bominus et non magis ut convertatur et vivat. Ex quibns 
verbis evidenter agnoscimus, qiwmoum vera nobis vita non 
nisi in conversione est, nee aUter ad earn patet vrbgressiis, 
dicente Domino : Nisi conversi fueritis et efficiamini siout 

parvuli non intrabitis in regnum coelomm Neo 

immerito sane a filiis quidem hominum videtur exigenda 
conversio, peccatoribus utique necessaria. (Be Conver- 
sione, I.) 

Note C— Page 126. 

Non potes gratias agere cum redemptis, qui redemptus 
non es. Nam si redemptus esses, Bedemptorem agnosoeres 
et non negares redemptionem. Nee quoerit reddmi qvd se 
nescit capti/vwm. Qui autem scierunt, clamaverunt ad Bo- 
minum, et Dominus exaudivit eos et redemit eos de manu 
inimici. (Epistles, 190.) 

Note D.— Page 128. 

Notandum autem quod sicut in illo beatitudinis regno 
prsesentem se electis suis exbibebit Dominus ad glorifica- 
tionem : ita etia/m se eisdem ipsis exh/ihet in via peregri/na' 
Uonis ad justificationemf ut a quo scilicet glorificandi Bunt 
per speciem, ab ipso prius justificentur per fidem. (Sen- 
tentise.) 

Note B.— Page 131. 

Ut inliabitet gloria in terra nostra, misericordia et Veri- 
tas obviaverunt sibi, justicia et pax osculatse sunt. Gloria 
nostra hsec est (ait Apostolus) testimonium conscientias 
nostrsB. Non quidem tale testimonium quale ille superi)ii8 
Pharisseus babebat, seducta et seductrice cogitatione, testi* 
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monium perhibens de seipso et testimoninm ejus yemni nOu 
erat, sed cum Spiritus ipse testimonium perhibet spiritni 
nostro. Porro hoc testimoninm in tribns cousistere credo. 
Necesse est enim primo omnium credere quod remissionem 
peccatorum habere non possis, nisi per indulgentiam Bei ; 
deinde quod nihil prorsus habere queas operis boni, nisi 
et hoc dederit ipse ; postremo quod satemam vitam nulli^ 
potes operibus promereri, nisi gratis detur et ilia. Quia 
enim potest facere mimdum de immundo, nisi qui solus est 
munduB ? Utique quod factum est, non potest non fieri ; 
ipso tamen non imputante, erit quasi non fuerit. Quod 
Propheta quoque considerans, ait: Bei^tus yir cui non 
imputabit Dominus pecoatum. De operibus vero bonis, 
certum omnino est, quod nemo heeo habeat a seipso. Nam 
si stare non potuit, humana natura adhuo integra, quanto 
minus poterit per seipsam resurgere jam corrupta. Cer- 
tum est ad suam originem universa, quantum in eis est, 
tendere, et in eam semper esse partem procliyiora. Sio 
et nos qui de nihilo creati sumus, constat : quia si nobis 
ipsis relinquimur, in pecoatum semper (quod nihil est) 
declinamus. Jam vero de satema vita scimus, quia non 
sunt condignsB passiones hujus temporis ad futuram gloriam, 
nee si unus omnes sustineat. Neque enim talia sunt homi- 
num merita, ut propterea vita aBtema debeatur ex jure, 
aut Beus injuriam aliquam faoeret, nisi eam donaret. Nam- 
ut taceam quod merita omnia dona' Dei simt, et ita homa 
magis propter ipsa Deo debitor est, quam Deus homini ; 
quid sunt merita omnia ad tantam gloriam ? denique quia 
melior est Propheta, cujus Dominus ipse tam insigne testi- 
monium perhibet, dicens : Virum inveni secundum cor 
meum ? Verumtamen et ipse necesse habuit dicere Deo : 
Non intres in judicium cum servo tuo, Domine. Nemo 
itaque se seducat ; quia si bene cogitare vohierit, inveniet 
procul dubio quod nee cum decem milibus possit occurrere 
oi ^ui cum viginti milibus venit ad se. Verum hsec quaa 

Q 
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uiino dizimns, non oinnino siifficiimt: ied mftgia inittii^m 
quoddam et velut fundamientum fidei sunt hahenda, Ideoqne 
si credis peccata taa non posse deleri nisi ab eo oni soli 
peccasti, et in qnem peccatnm non cadit, btoe facis : sed 
adde adhuc, ut et hoe credas, qvda per ipswm, tibi peccata 
donantur. Hoc est testimonium quod perhibet in corde 
nostro Spiritus sa/nctus dieens : Dimissa sunt tihi peccata 
tua. Sio enim arbitrator apos tolas, g^tis justificari ho* 
minem per fidem. Ita de mentis quoque, si credis non posse 
haberi, nisi per ipsmn, non sufficit donee tibi perhibeat testis 
fiu>nium spiritus veritatis, quia habes ea per illwm. Sic et 
de vita aBtema habeas necesse est testimonium spiritus, 
quod ad earn divino sis munere perventurus. Ipse enim 
condonat, ipse donat merita, et prsamia nihilominus ipse re< 
donat. Porro testimonia ista credibilia facta sunt nimis. 
'Kam de remissione quidem peccatorum ralidissimum 
teneo argumentum, Dominicam Passionem. Vox siquidem 
sanguinis ejus inraluit nmlto plus quam yox sanguinis 
Abel, clainans in eordibus electm'um remissioriem omnium 
peccatorum. Traditus est enim propter peccata nostra ; 
nee dubium quin potentior et efficacior fit mors illius in 
bonnm, quam peccata nostra in malum. De bonis autem 
operibus argumentum nihilominus efficax mihi est resur> 
rectio ejus, quia resurrexit propter justificationem nostram. 
Porro de spe prssmiorum, testimonium ejus est ascensio ; 
quia ascendit propter glorificationem nostram. . . . Hsec 
est gloria vera, gloria inhabitans ; quia ab eo est qui per fidem 
habitat in eordibus Tbostris. (In Annunciatione B. V. M., 
Sermo I.) 

Note F.—Page 139. 

Duo sunt in quibus oonsistit nostra salus, justifioatio 
et glorificatio. Altera initium, altera perfectio est. In 
ilia labor, in hac autem frnctus laboris est. £t nunc qui- 
dem jnstificatio fit per fidem, nam glorificatio erit per spe- 
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oiem. Quanta autem sit in futura Tita glorificatio sane* 
tonun, homanns interim, non potest attingere intellectus. 
De ilia enim scriptum est, qnod ocolus non vidit, neo auris 
audiyit. Hac ergo interim omissa, quoniam yires nostras 
excedity de jnstificatione qus9 nunc agitur, aliquid ad 
sedificationem fratmm nostrorum, quod neoessarium vi. 
sum est, loquimur. Ipsa est enim via per quam fit trans* 
itus ad glorificationem, dicente Apostolo: Quos predes- 
tinavit hos et Tocavit ; et quos vocayit hos et justificavit. 
Quos autem justificavit, hos et magnificavit, Neque enim 
poterit obtineri magnificatio, nisi justificatio prascesserit ; 
cum ista meritum, ilia prsemium sit. (Sententiss.) 

Note G.-^Page 158. 

Nostra enim (si qua est) humilis justicia, recta forsitan, 
fled non pura. Nisi forte meliores nos esse credimus, 
quam patres nostros, qui non minus veraciter quam hu- 
militer aiebant : Omnes justicia3 nostrad tanquam pannus 
menstruatsB mulieris. Quomodo enim pura jmrticia, ubi 
adhuc non potest culpa deesse? Recta promde interim 
videri potest justicia hominum si tamen peccato non con* 
sentiant, ut non regnet in eorum mortali corpore. Nani 
primi hominis in initio quidem non modo recta, sed etiani 
pura fuit, quamdiu ei datum est nee sentire peccatum, 
ceeterum et hsdc ipsa quoniam firma non fuit, et puritatem 
facile perdidit, et ne ipsam quoque retinuit rectitudinem 
Buam. Sane apud angelos Justicia recta, pura et firma est, 
sublimis quidem: sed adhuc longe inferior quam divimi, 
Non enim innata est eis, sed a Bco coUata : ut naturu 
ipsa, quod ex se est, non modo Justiciar, sed etiam injusti- 
cisB capa^ inveniatur. Numquid non ista est pravitas 
qnsedam quam in augelis suis vera ilia justicia legitur iu- 
venisse ? Non enim justificabitur in conspectu tuo omnis 
vivens, ait is qui Bei justiciam minime ignorabat. Nee 
ait, Omnis homo: sed omnis vivens, forte ut ne ipsos 
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angelicos earn noveris spiritus excepisse. Vivant enim et 
ipsi tanto Torius, qaanto propins adstant ei apnd quern 
est fons yitsB. Nihilominus etiam justi sunt, sed ex eo^ 
non coram eo: munere ejus, non in ejus comparatione. 
Ipsa enim sibi justicia est, oujus voluntas non tarn sequa, 
quam ipsa SBquitas. Et utraque non aliud quam ipsa sub* 
Rtantia est. Ilia ergo justioia verissime siout mens est, quse 
recta est, qusd pura est, qusB firma est, et, ut ita dixerim, 
etiam substantia est. (Be Verbis Esaiae, Sermo Y.) 

S. Bernard thus distinguishes between the yarious kinds 
of Righteousness. 

The Righteousness of God is innata. 

The Righteousness of the angels is firma. 

The Righteousness of the first man was pura. 

The Righteousness of the Christian now ia either recta 
or humilis. 
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I — 

THE WITNESS of ST. JOHN to CHRIST; 

Being the Boyle Lectures for 1870. 

With aft Appendix on the Authorship and Integrity of St. John's 

Gospel and the Unity of the Johannine Writings. 

By the Rev. Stanley Leathes, M.A., Minister of St. Philip's, Regent 
Street, and Professor of Hebrew, King's College, London. 

^vo, 10s, 6d, 

THE ELEGIES OF PROPERTIUS, 

Translated into English Verse, 

By Charles Robert Moore, M.A., late Scholar of Corpus Christi 

College, Oxford, 

Small %vo, [In the Press. 

'THE ATHANASIAN CREED,' 

And its Usage in the English Church: an Investigation as to the 

Original Object of the Creed and the Growth of prevailing 

Misconceptions regarding it. 

A Letter to the Very Reverend W. F. Hook, D.D., F.R.S., Dean 
of Chichester, from C. A. Swainson, D, D. , Canon of the Cathe- 
dral, and Examining Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Chichester; 
Norrisian Professor of Divinity, Cambridge. 

Crown Svo, ^s, 6d, 

PR A VERS AND ME BIT A TIONS FOR THE 

HOL V COMMUNION, 

With a Preface by C, J. EUicott, D.D., Lord Bishop of 

Gloucester and Bristol. 

With Rubrics in red. Royal '^T.mo. 2s, 6d, 

THE SHEPHERD OF HERMAS. 

Translated into English, with an Introduction and Notes. 
By Charles H. Hoole, M. A., Senior Student of Christ Church, Oxford. 

Fcap. Svo, 4J. 6cl, 

LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 



MESSRS. RIVINGTON'S NEW Plfs LIGATIONS. 



MATERIALS AND MODELS FOR GREEK 

AND LA TIN PROSE COMPOSITION. 

Selected and Arranged by J. Y, Sargent, M. A. Tutor, late Fellow of 
Magdalen College, Oxford; and T. P. Dallin, M.A., Fellow 
and Tutor of Queen's College, Oxford. • 

Crown St/o. *js, 6</, 

THE STAR OF CHILDHOOD. 

A First Book of Prayers and Instruction for Children. 

Compiled by a Priest 

Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M. A. , Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

With Illustrations. Royal i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

THE DOCTRINE of RECONCILIA TION TO 

GOD BY JESUS CHRIST. 
Seven Lectures, preached during Lent, 1870, with a Prefatory Essay. 

By W. H. Fremantle, M. A., Rector of St. Mary's, Bryanston Square. 

Fcap. %vo. 2s, 

PROGRESSIVE EXERCISES IN LATIN 

ELEGIAC VERSE. 

By C. G. Gepp, B. A., late Junior Student of Christ Church, Oxford, 
and Assistant Master at Tonbridge School. 

Small S7/0. [In the Press, 

SELF-RENUNCIA TION. 

From the French. With Introduction by the Rev. T. T. Carter, 

M.A., Rector of Clewer. 

Crown ^0. [In the Press, 

LONDON, OXFORD, &- CAMBRIDGE, 



MESSXS. RIVINGTOtrS NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF THE SOUL. 

From the French. By the Author of * A Dominican Artist/ *Life 

of Madame Louise de France/ etc., etc 

Crown Svo, ^s, 

ANCIENT HYMNS 

From the Roman Breviary. For Domestic Use every Morning and 
Evening of the Week, and on the Holy Days of the Church. 

To which are added, Original Hymns, principally of Commemo- 
ration and Thanksgiving for Christ's Holy Ordinances. 

By Richard Mant, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Down and 

Connor. 

New Edition. Small Svo. 5j, [Nearly ready. 

The First Six Books of HOMER'S ODYSSEY. 

Edited for the use of Schools, with an Introduction and English 

Notes by Henry Musgrave Wilkins, M.A., Fellow of 

Merlon College, Oxford. 

Crown Snjo. [In preparation. 

A HISTOR Yof the Holy EASTERN CHURCH. 

The Patriarchate of Antioch, to the Middle of the Fifth Century. 

By the Rev. John Mason Neale, D.D.,late Warden of Sackville 

College, East Grinsted. 

Followed by a History of the Patriarchs of Antioch, translated 
from the Greek of Constantius I., Patriarch of Constantinople. 

Edited, with an Introduction, by George Williams, B.D., Vicar of 
Ringwood, late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 

Svo. [In the Press. 

ESSAYS ON THE PLATONIC ETHICS. 

By Thomas MagnirC) LL.D. exS.T,C.D., Professor of Latin, 

Queen's College, Galway. 

Svo. 5j. 
LONDON, OXFORD, <5r» CAMBRIDGE. 



M£SS/iS. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM'S LITURGY. 

Translated by H. C, Romanoff^ Author of * Sketches of the Rites and 
Customs of the Greco- Russian Church,' 

With Illustrations. Square crown %vo. [In the Press, 

THE SA YINGS OF THE GREAT FORTY 

DAYS, 

Between the Resurrection and Ascension, regarded as the Outlines 

of the Kingdom of God. In Five Discourses. "With an 

Examination of Dr. Newman's Theory of Developments. 

By George Moberly, D.C.L., Bishop of Salisbury. 

Fourth Edition. Uniform with Brighstone Sermons, 

Crown Svo, [In the Press. 

DEMOSTHENIS OR ATI ONES 

PUBLICAE. 

Edited by G. H. Heslop, M,A., late Fellow and Assistant Tutor 
of Queen's College, Oxford ; Head Master of St. Bees. 

Part III. De Fals& Legatione. Forming a new Part of * Catena 
Classiconim.' 

Crown %vo. [In the Press, 



DEMOSTHENIS RATION ES 

PRIVA TAB. 

Edited by the Rev. Arthur Holmes, M.A., Fellow and Lecturer of 
Clare College, Cambridge ; Lecturer and late Fellow of St. 

John's College, 

Part I. De CoronA. Forming a new Part of * Catena Classicorum/ 

Crown Sfzio. [In the Press. 



THE LIFE OF JUSTIFICATION. 

A Series of Lectures delivered in Substance at All Saints', Margaret 

Street, in Lent, 1870. 

By the Rev, George Body, B.A., Rector of Kirkby Misperton* 

Crown S7/0. [In the Press, 



LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 



MESSRS. RIVING TON'S NSW PUBLICATIONS. 



THE ILIAD OF HOMER. 

Translated by J, G. Cordery, late of Balliol College, Oxford, and 
now of H. M. Bengal Civil Service. 

Two vols, Svo, 

DICTION AR V OF SECTS, HERESIES, 

AND SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT, 
By Various Writers. 

Edited by the Rev. John Henry Blunt, M.A., F.S.A. ; Editor 
of * The Annotated Book of Common Prayer.' 

(forming the second portion of the 'summary of theology and 
ecclesiastical history,' which messrs. rivington have in course 
of preparation as a 'thesaurus theologicus' for the clergy and 
laity of the church of england.) 

Imperial %vo, [In preparation^ 

A PLAIN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH 

BIBLE, 

From the Earliest Times of its Translation to the Present Day. 

By John Henry Blunt, M. A., Vicar of Kennington, Oxford; Editor 
of * The Annotated Book of Common Prayer,* etc. 

Crown Svo. ^s, 6d. 

THE POPE AND THE COUNCIL. 

By Janus. Authorized Translation from the German. 
Third Edition, revised, Cro7un Svo, Js, 6d, 



The CHURCH of GOD and the BISHOPS : 

An Essay suggested by the Convocation of the Vatican Council. 
By Henry St. A. Von Liano. Authorized Translation. 

Crown Svo, 4s, 6d, 
LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 
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MESS/tS. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



LETTERS FROM ROME on the COUNCIL. 

By Qnirinns. Reprinted from the Allgemeine Zeitung, 
Authorized Translation. 

The First Series contains Preliminary History of the Council and 

Letters I. to XV. 

The Second Series contains Letters XVI. to XXXIV. 

Crown 8z/<7. 3^. 6d, each. 

The Third Series, completing the Volume^ is just ready, 

THE AMMERGAU PASSION PL A Y. 

Reprinted by permission from the Times. With some Introductory 
Remarks on the Origin and Development of Miracle Plays, 
and some Practical Hints for the use of Intending Visitors. 

\\y the Rev. Malcolm MacColl, M.A., Chaplain to the Right Hon. 

Lord Napier, K.T. 

Second Edition. Crown Sfvo, 2s, 6d. 



The FIRST BOOK OF COMMON PRA YER 

OF EDWARD VL AND THE ORDINAL OF 1549; 
Together with the Order of the Commimion, 1548. 

Reprinted entire, and Edited by the Rev, Henry Baskerville Walton, 
M. A. , late Fellow and Tutor of Merton College. 

With Introduction by the Rev. Peter Goldsmith Medd, M.A., 
Senior Fellow and Tutor of University College, Oxford. 

Small Svo, 6s. 

THE PURSUIT OF HOLINESS. 

A Sequel to * Thoughts on Personal Religion,' intended to carry the 
Reader somewhat farther onward in the Spiritual Life. 

By Edward Meyrick Goulburn, D. D. , Dean of Norwich. 

Second Edition. Small Svo. 5^ 



LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 



MESSRS, RJVINGTOirS NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION IN THE 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 

By the Rev, Artlmr "W. Haddan, B. D. , Rector of Barton-on-the- 
Heath, and late Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 

8z/tf. 1 2 J. 

THE PRIEST TO THE ALTAR; 

Or, Aids to the Devout Celebration of Holy Communion ; chiefly 

after the Ancient Use of Sarum. 

Second Edition, Enlarged, Revised, and Re -arranged with the 

Secretse, Post-communion, etc, appended to the Collects, 

Epistles, and Gospels, throughout the Year. 

8z/(7. ^s, 6d, 

NEWMANS (J, H,) PAROCHIAL AND 

PLAIN SERMONS, 

Edited by the Rev. "W. J. Copelaad, Rector of Farnham, Essex. 

From the Text of the last Editions published by Messrs. Rivington. 

Eight vols. Crown 2>vo, 5j. each. 

NEWMANS (7, H,) SERMONS, BEARING 

UPON SUBJECTS OF THE DA Y, 

Edited by the Rev. "W. J. Copeland, Rector of Farnham, Essex. 

From the Text of the last Edition published by Messrs. Rivington. 
With Index of Dates of all the Sermons. 

Printed uniformly with the ''Parochial and Plain Sermons,^ 

Croivn &V0, ^s. 



BRIGHSTONE SERMONS, 

By George Moberly, D.C.L., Bishop of Salisbury. 
Second Edition, Crown ^o, Js, 6d, 



LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 



M£SSA'S. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS, 



The CHARACTERS of the OLD TESTAMENT. 

In a Series of Sermons. 

By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., late Fellow of Trinity College, 

Oxford. 

Nnv Edition, Crown Sn'o. $s. 



FEMALE CHARACTERS of HOL Y SCRIPTURE. 

In a Series of Sermons. 

By the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D., late Fellow of Trinity Collie, 

Oxford. 

Nnv Edition, Crown %fvo. ^s. 



THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD AND 

SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST: 

Being the Bampton Lectures for 1866. 

By Henry Parry Liddon, D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's, and Ireland 
Professor of Exegesis in the University of Oxford. 

Fourth Edition, Crown $vo, ^s. 



SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE 

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. 

By Henry Parry Liddon, D. C. L. , Canon of St. Paul's, and Ireland 
Professor of Exegesis in the University of Oxford. 

Third Edition , revised. Crown Svo, 51, 

A MANUAL FOR THE SICK ; 

With other Devotions. 
By Lanncelot Andrewes, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Winchester. 

Edited, with a Preface, by Henry Parry Liddon, D.C.L., 

Canon of St Paul's. 

With Portrait. Second Edition, Large type, 2^mo. 2s. 6d. 
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MESSRS. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

WALTER KERR HAMILTON: BISHOP of 

SALISBURY, 

A Sketch, Reprinted, with Additions and Corrections, from 

the Guardian. 

By Henry Parry Liddon, D.C.L., Canon of St. Paul's. 

Second Edition. Svo. Limp cloth, 2s. 6d, 

Or, bound with the Sermon, * Life in Death,* 3J. 6d» 

THE LIFE OF MADAME LOUISE DE 

FRANCE, 

Daughter of Louis XV., also known as the Mother Terese de 
S. Augustin. By the Author of * Tales of Kirkbeck.' 

Crown &V0, 6s, 

JOHN WESLEY'S PLACE IN CHURCH 

HISTORY DETERMINED, 

With the aid of Facts and Documents unknown to, or unnoticed 

by, his Biographers. 

With a New and Authentic Portrait. 

By B. Denny Urlin, M.R.LA., of the Middle Temple, 

Barrister-at-Law. 

Small Svo. ^s. 6d. 

TH£ TREASURY OF DEVOTION: 

A Manual of Prayers for General and Daily Use. 

Compiled by a Priest. Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., 

Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

Third Edition. l6mo, limp cloth 2s. ; cloth extra, 2s. 6d, 
Bound with the Book of Common Prayer^ y. 6d. 



LONDON, OXFORD, &> CAMBRIDGE. 
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MESSXS. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

THE GUIDE TO HE A VEN: 

A Book of Prayers for every Want (For the Working Classes.) 

Compiled by a Priest Edited by the Rev. T. T. Carter, M.A., 

Rector of Clewer, Berks. 

Crown 8z/tf, limp cloth ^ is, ; clotA extra^ is. 6d. 



A DOMINICAN ARTIST: 

A Sketch of the Life of the Rev. Pere Besson, of the Order of 

St. Dominic 

By the Author of * Tales of Kirkbeck,' * The Life of 
Madame Louise de France,* etc. 

Crown Svo, gs. 

THE REFORMATION OF THE CHURCH 

OF ENGLAND; 

Its History, Principles, and Results. A.D. 1 5 14- 1 547. 

By John Henry Blunt, M.A., Vicar of Kennington, Oxford, Editor 

of * The Annotated Book of Common Prayer,' Author of 

*Directorium Pastorale,* etc, etc 

Second Edition. Svo. I dr. 

THE VIRGIN'S LAMP: 

Prayers and Devout Exercises for English Sisters, chiefly composed 

and selected by the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D., Founder of 

St. Margaret's, East Grinsted. 

Small Sivo. ^s. 6d. 



CATECHETICAL NOTES AND CLASS 

QUESTIONS, LITERAL Sf MYSTICAL; 

Chiefly on the Earlier Books of Holy Scripture. 

By the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D., Warden of Sackville Collie, 

East Grinsted. 

Crown Svo. ^s. 



LONDON, OXFORD, d- CAMBRIDGE. 
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MESSRS. RIVINGTOJrS NEW PUBLICATWNS, 

SERMONS FOR CHILDREN: 

Being Thirty-three short Readings, addressed to the Children of 
St. Margaret's Home, East Grinsted. 

By the late Rev. J. M. NeaJe, D.D., Warden of Sackville College. 
Second Edition, Small %vo. 3J. (id. 



THE WITNESS of the OLD TESTAMENT 

TO CHRIST. 

The Boyle Lectures for the Year 1868. 

By the Rev. Stanley Leathes, M.A., Professor of Hebrew in King's 
College, London, and Minister of St. Philip's, Regent Street. 

%vo. QJ. 

THE WITNESS of ST. PAUL to CHRIST: 

Being the Boyle Lectures for 1869. 

With an Appendix, on the Credibility of the Acts, in Reply to 
the Recent Strictures of Dr. Davidson. 

By the Rev. Stanley Leathes, M.A., Professor of Hebrew in King's 
College, London, and Minister of St. Philip's, Regent Street 

%fvo. I Of. (}d, 

HONORE DE BALZAC. 

Edited, with English Notes and Introductory Notice, by Henri Van 

Lann, formerly French Master at Cheltenham College, and 

now Master of the French Language and Literature at 

the Edinburgh Academy. 

(being THE FIRST VOLUME OF * SELECTIONS FROM MODERN FRENCH AUTHORS.') 

Crown ?KVo, 3^. (>d, 

LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 
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MESSRS. XIVINGTOirs NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



H. A. TAINE. 

Edited, witli English Notes and Introductory Notice, by Henri Van 
Laun, formerly French Master at Cheltenham College, and 
now Master of the French Language and Literature at 
the Edinburgh Academy. 

(hEIXC; the second volume of 'selections from modern FRENCH AUTHORS.*) 

Crown %vo. 3^. dd. 



DEAN ALFORD'S GREEK TESTAMENT. 

With English Notes, intended for the Upper Forms of Schools, 
and for Pass-men at the Universities. 

Abridged by Bradley H. Alford, M. A. , late Scholar of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 

Crown Svo, los. 6d. 



ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA, 

By J. Hamblin Smith, M.A, Gonville and Caius College, and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Nezif Edition^ Revised and Enlarged. Crown Svo. 4J. 6d. 

ELEMENTAR Y TRIGONOMETR Y. 

By J. Hamblin Smith, M. A. , Gonville and Caius College, and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Third Edition, Revised attd Enlarged. Crown Sevo. 4f. 6d, 



ELEMENTARY STATICS, 

By J. Hamblin Smith, M.A., Gonville and Caius College, and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Royal Svo. ^s. 



LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 
14 



MESSRS. RIVINGTON'S NEW'PUBUCATIONS. 



ELEMENTARY HYDROSTATICS. 

By J, Hamblin Smith, M. A., Gonville and Caius College, and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Crown Svo, 3^. 



EXERCISES ADAPTED TO ALGEBRA. 

PART I. 

By J. Hamblin Smith, M.A., Gonville and Caius College; and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Crown Svo. 2J. 6d, 



ELEMENTS OF EUCLID, 

Arranged with the Abbreviations admitted in the Cambridge 
Examinations, and with Exercises. 

By J. Hamblin Smith, M.A., Gonville and Caius College; and 
Lecturer at St. Peter's College, Cambridge. 

Crown %fvo. [In the Press^ 

ARITHMETIC, THEORETICAL AND 

PRACTICAL, 

By "W. H. Girdlestone, M. A,, of Christ's College, Cambridge, 
Principal of the Theological College, Gloucester. 

New and Revised Edition, Crown Svo. 6s, 6d. 
Also an Edition for Schools. Small Svo. ^s. 6d. 



CLASSICAL EXAMINATION PAPERS. 

Edited, with Notes and References, by P. J. F. Gantillon, M.A., 

sometime Scholar of St. John's College, Cambridge ; 

Classical Master in Cheltenham College. 

CrotvnSvo. ^s, 6d, Or interleaved with writing-paper for Notes ^ 

half-bound, los, 6d, 



LONDON, OXFORD, 6- CAMBRIDGE. 

15 



MESSXS. RIVmCTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



THE STORY OF THE GOSPELS. 

In a single Narrative, combined from the Four Evangelists, showing 

in a new translation their unity. To which is added, a like 

continuous narrative in the Original Greek. 

By the Rev. William Pound, M. A. , late Fellow of St John's College, 
Cambridge; Principal of Appulddurcombe School, 

Isle of Wight 

Two vols, Sivo, 3dr. 



THE LYRICS OF HORACE. 

Done into English Rhyme. " 

By Thomas Charles Baring, M. A., late Fellow of Brasenose Collie, 

Oxford. 

Small 4to, *js. 



A PLAIN AND SHORT HISTORY OF 

ENGLAND FOR CHILDREN 

In Letters from a Father to his Son. With a Set of Questions 

at the end of each Letter. 

By George Davys, D.D., late Bishop of Peterborough. 

New Edition^ with Twelve Coloured Illustrations. 
Square Crown Svo, 3J. 6d, 

A Cheap Edition for Schools, with portrait of Edward VL 

iSmo. is, 6d. 

HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE OF ST. 

JOHN THE EVANGELIST, CAMBRIDGE. 

By Thomas Baker, B.D., Ejected Fellow. 

Edited for the Syndics of the University Press, by John E. B. Mayor, 

M. A., Fellow of St John's College. 

Two vols, Sivo. 24s, 



LONDON, OXFORD, dr» CAMBRIDGE, 
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MESSRS. RIVINGTOirS NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

MEMOIR OF THE RIGHT REV. JOHN 

STRACHAN, D.D., LL.D., First Bishop of Toronto. 
By A. N, Bethnney D.D., D.C.L., his Successor in the See. 

8z/^. I or. 

THE PRAYER BOOK INTERLEAVED; 

With Historical Illustrations and Explanatory Notes arranged 

parallel to the Text 

By the Rev. W. M. Campion, D.D., Fellow and Tutor of Queen's 

College, and Rector of St. Botolph's, and the Rev. "W. J. Beamont, 

M. A., late Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 

With a Preface by the Lerd Bishop of Ely. 
Fifth Edition. Small ^o. Js. (xi. 

CONSOLING THOUGHTS IN SICKNESS. 

Edited by Henry Bailey, B.D., Warden of St Augustine's College, 

Canterbury. 

Large type. Fine Edition, Small Svo, 2s, 6d. 

Also a Cheap Edition, is. 6d.; or in paper cover, is. 

SICKNESS; ITS TRIALS & BLESSINGS. 

• New Edition, Small S^o. y. 6d, 

Also a Cheap Edition, is. 6d. ; or in paper cover, is, 

HYMNS AND POEMS FOR THE SICK 

AND SUFFERING; 
In connection with the Service for the Visitation of the Sick. 

Selected from various Authors. 
Edited by T. V. Fosbery, M. A., Vicar of St Giles's, Reading. 

New Edition. Small ^vo, 3J. 6d, 



LONDONy OXIORD, «5r» CAMBRIDGE. 
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A/£SS/^S. RIVINGTOrrS NEW PUBLICATIONS, 



HELP AND COMFORT FOR THE SICK 

POOR. 

By the Author of * Sickness; its Trials and Blessings.' 

New Edition, Small Svo, is. 



THE DOGMATIC FAITH: 

An Inquiry into the relation subsisting between Revelation and 
Dogma. Being the Bampton Lectures for 1867. 

By Edward Garbett, M.A., Incumbent of Christ Church, Surbiton. 
Second Edition. Crown Svo. Js. 6d. 

SKETCHES OF THE RITES & CUSTOMS 

OF THE GRECO-RUSSIAN CHURCH, 

By H. C. Bomanoff. With an Introductory Notice by the Author 

of * The Heir of Redclyffe.' 

Second Edition, Crown Svo, ys, 6d, 

HOUSEHOLD THEOLOGY: 

A Handbook of Religious Information respecting the Holy Bible, 
the Prayer Book, the Church, the Ministry, Divine Worship, 

the Creeds, etc., etc. 

By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 

Third Edition. Small Svo, ^s. 6d. 



CURIOUS MYTHS OF THE MIDDLE 

AGES, 

By S. Baring-Gould, M.A., Author of * Post-Mediaeval Preachers,' 

etc. With Illustrations. 

Complete in one Volume. 

New Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 
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MESSSS. RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
SOI-MEME; a Story of a Wilful Life, 

Small Svo. y. 6d. 

THE HAPPINESS OF THE BLESSED, 

Considered as to the Particulars of their State: their Recognition 
of each other in that State : and its Differences of Degrees. 

To which are added, Musings on the Church and her Services. 

By Sichard Mant, D. D. , sometime Lord Bishop of Down & Connor. 

N'ew Edition. Small Svo. ^s. 6d. 

THE HOL Y BIBLE. 

With Notes and Introductions. 

By Chr. Wordsworth, D.D., Bishop of Lincoln. 

Imperial Svo. 

Volume I. 38J. 
PART £ s. d, 

I. Genesis and Exodus. Second Edition . . .110 

II. Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Second Edit, o 18 o 

Volume II. ixs. 

III. Joshua, Judges, Ruth. Second Edition . . o 12 o 

IV. The Eook of Samuel. Second Edition . . o 10 o 

Volume III. 21*. 
V. The Books of Kings, Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 

Esther. Second Edition . . . .110 

Volume IV. 34J. 

VI. The Book of Job. Second Edition , . .090 

VII. The Book of Psalms. Second Edition . . . o 15 o 

VIII. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon . . o 12 o 

Volume V. 32J. dd. 

IX. Isaiah o 12 6 

X. Jeremiah, Lamentations, and Ezekicl . . .110 

Volume VI. 
XI. Daniel. {In Preparation.) 
XII. The Minor Prophets o 12 o 



LONDON, OXFORD, <Sr» CAMBRIDGE. 
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WESSXS. RIVrnGTOirS NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 

By Henry Francis Lyte, M. A. 
New Edition. Small ?kvo, ^s, 

PERRANZABULOE, THE LOST CHURCH 

FOUND; 

Or, The Church of England not a New Church, but Ancient, 

Apostolical, and Independent, and a Protestmg Church 

Nine Hundred Years before the Reformation. 

By the Rev. C. T. Collins Trelawny, M.A., formerly Rector of 
Timsbury, Somerset, and late Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford. 

With Illustrations, New Edition, Crown Svo, $s, 6d, 

GATE CHESTS; or, CHRIST/AN INSTRUCTION 

Preparatory to Confirmation and First Communion. 

By Charles Wordsworth, D.C.L., Bishop of St Andrew's. 

New Edition, Small Svo. 2s. 

WARNINGS OF THE HOL Y WEEK, etc.; 

Being a Course of Parochial Lectures for the Week before 
Easter and the Easter Festivals. 

By the Rev. "W. Adams, M.A., late Vicar of St Peter's-in-the-East, 
Oxford, and Fellow of Merton College. 

Sixth Edition, Small Svo, 4s. 6d, 



CONSOLATIO; OR, COMFORT FOR THE 

AFFLICTED. 

Edited by the Rev. C. E. Eennaway. With a Pre&ce by Samud 
Wilberforce, D.D., Lord Bishop of Winchester. 
New Edition, Small ^0, 3J, td. 
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MESSRS, RIVINGTOirS NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

THE HILLFORD CONFIRMATION: a Tale, 

By M. C. FhiUpotts. 

FROM MORNING TO EVENING: 

A Book for Invalids. 

From the French of M. L'Abbe Henri Perreyve. 
Translated and adapted by an Associate of the Sisterhood ot 

S. John Baptist, Clewer. 

Crown Svo. $s, 

FAMIL V PRA VERS; 

Compiled from Various Sources (chiefly from Bishop Hamilton's 
Manual), and arranged on the Liturgical Principle. 

By Edward Meyrick Gonlbum, D.D., Dean of Norwich, 

New Edition, Crown S/z/o, large type, 35". 6^. 

Cheap Edition, i6mo, is, 

THE ANNUAL REGISTER: 

A Review of Public Events at Home and Abroad, for the Year 1869 ; 
being the Seventh Volume of an Improved Series. 

^vo, I&f. 

%* The Volumes for 1863 to 1868 may be had , price i%s, each, 

A PROSE TRANSLATION OF VIRGIL'S 

ECLOGUES AND GEORGICS. 

By an Oxford Graduate. 

Crown 8z/tf. 2s, 6d, 
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Af^SS/aS. RIVINGTOirS NE W PUBLIC A TIONS. 

THE CAMBRIDGE PARAGRAPH BIBLE 

OF THE AUTHORIZED ENGLISH VERSION, 

With the Text Revised by a Collation of its Early and other 
Principal Editions, the Use of the Italic type made Uniform, 
the Marginal References Re-modelled, and a Critical 
Introduction prefixed. 

By the Rev. P. H. Scrivener, M.A., Rector of St G^rrans; Editor 

of the Greek Testament, Codex Augiensis, etc. Edited 

for the Syndics of the University Press. 

Crown 4/^. 

Part I., Genesis to Solomon's Song, 15J. 
Part II., Apocrypha and New Testament, i^s. 
To be completed in Three Parts. 
Part III., Prophetical Books, will be ready about May, 1871. 

*#* A small number of copies has also been printed, on good 
writing paper ^ vdth one column of print and wide margin to 
each page for MS. notes. Part /., 20s.; Part II., 20s. 

QUIET MOMENTS: 

A Four Weeks* Course of Thoughts and Meditations, 
before Evening Prayer and at Simset. 

By Lady Charlotte Maria Pepys. 

New Edition. Small Svo. 2s. 6d. 



MORNING NOTES OF PRAISE: 

A Series of Meditations upon the Morning Psalms. 

By Lady Charlotte Maria Pepys. 

New Edition. . Small Svo. 2s. 6d. 
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YESTERDA Y, TO-DA Y, AND FOR EVER; 

A Poem in Twelve Books. 

By Edward Henry Bickersteth, M.A., vicar of Christ Church, 
Hampstead, and Chaplain to the Bishop of Ripon. 

Fourth Edition. Small Svo. 6s. 



THE COMMENTARIES OF GAIUS: 

Translated, with Notes, by J. T. Abdy, LL.D., Regius Professor of 
Laws in the University of Cambridge, and Barrister-at-Law of 
the Norfolk Circuit: formerly Fellow of Trinity Hall; and 
Bryan Walker, M.A., M.L. ; Fellow and Lecturer of Corpus 
Christi College, and Law Lecturer of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge ; formerly Law Student of Trinity Hall and Chancellor's 
Legal Medallist. 

Crown %vo. \25. 6d. 

SACRED ALLEGORIES: 

The Shadow of the Cross — The Distant Hills — The Old Man's 

Home — The King's Messengers. 

By the Rev. "W. Adams, M.A. , late Fellow of Merton College, 

Oxford. 

Presentation Edition. With Engravings from original designs by 
Charles W. Cope, R. A., John C. Horsley, A.R.A., Samuel Palmer, 
Birket Foster, and George Hicks. 

Small ^0. los. 6d. 

The Four Allegories, separately. Crown %vo. 2s. 6d. each, 

HERBERT T RE SHAM: 

A Tale of the Great Rebellion. 

By the late Rev. J. M. Neale, D.D., sometime Scholar of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and late Warden of Sackville College, 

East Grinsted. 

New Editioji, Small Svo. 3j. 6d. 

THE MANOR FARM: a Tale. 

By M. C. Phillpotts, Author of *The Hillford Confirmation.' 
With Four Illustrations. Small Svo. ^s. 6d. 
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MESSRS. RIVINGTOirS NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

LIBER PRECUM PUBLICARUM 
ECCLESI2E ANGLICAN2E, 

A Gnlielmo Bright, A.M., et Petro Goldsmith Medd, A.M., 

Presbyteris, CoUegii Universitatis in Acad. Oxon. 

Sociis, Latine redditus. 

New Edition^ with all the Rubrics in red. Small %vo. 6s. 

- , , — — ■ - — -■— - - 

BIBLE READINGS FOR FAMIL V ERA YER. 
By the Rev. W. H. Eidley, M.A., Rector of Hambleden. 

Crown Svo. 

Old Testament — Genesis and Exodus. 2s. 

XT -r .. *. « z:^ f St. Matthew and St. Mark. 2s, 
New Testament, 3^. ^d. ^ g^ ^uke and St. John. 2s. 

INSTRUCTIONS FQR THE USE OF 

CANDIDATES FOR HOLY ORDERS, 

And of the Parochial Clergy; with Acts of Parliament relating to 
the same, and Forms proposed to be used. 

By Christopher Hodgson, M. A., Secretary to the Governors of 

Queen Anne's Bounty. 

Ninth Edition f Revised and Enlarged, Svo. l6s. 

ENGLAND RENDERED IMPREGNABLE 

By the practical Military Organization and efficient Equipment of her 

National Forces; and her Present Position, Armament, Coast 

Defences, Administration, and Future Power considered. 

By H. A. L., * The Old Shekarry.' 

Sivo. [Nearly ready. 
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MESSRS, RIVINGTON'S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 



CATENA CLASSICORUM: 

A SERIES OF CLASSICAL AUTHORS, 

EDITED BY MEMBERS OF BOTH UNIVERSITIES UNDER THE DIRECTION OP 

THE REV. ARTHUR HOLMES, M.A., 

Fellow and Lecturer of Clare College ^ Cambridge ^ Lecturer and Late Fellow 

of St. John's College; 

AND 

THE REV. CHARLES BIGG, M.A., 

Late Senior Student and Tutor of Christ Church, Oxford^ Second Classical 

Master of Cheltenham College^ 

Crown Svo, 
The following Parts have been already published : — 

SOPHOCLIS TRAGOJEDIAE. 

Edited by R. C. Jebb, M.A., Fellow and Assistant Tutor of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and Public Orator of the University, 

The Electra, 3^. dd. The Ajax, 3^. 6^. 

JUVENALIS SATIRAE, 

Edited by G. A. SiMCOX, M.A., Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 

Queen*s College, Oxford. 

3^. 6d. 

THUCYDIDIS HIS TORI A. 

Edited by Charles Bigg, M. A, late Senior Student and Tutor of 
Christ Church, Oxford. Second Classical Master of Chelten- 
ham College. 

Books I. and II. with Introductions. 6^. 
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DEMOSTHENIS ORATIONES PUBLICAE, 

Edited by G. H. Heslop, M.A., Late Fellow and Assistant Tutor 
of Queen's College, Oxford. Head Master of St. Bees. 

The Olynthiacs and the Philippics. 45. (>d. 

ARISTOPHANIS COMOEDIAE, 

Edited by W. C. Green, M.A., late Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge. Classical Lecturer at Queen's College. 

The Achamians and the Knights. 4^. 
The Clouds. 3^. 6d. 
The Wasps. 3^. 6d. 

An Edition of the Archamians and the Knights, Revised and 
especially adapted for Use in Schools. 4J'. 

ISOCRATIS ORATIONES. 

Edited by John Edwin Sandys, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of 
St. John's College, and Classical Lecturer at Jesus College, 
Cambridge. 

Ad Demonicum et Panegyricus. 4^. 6d. 

PERSII SA TIRAE. 

Edited by A. Pretor, M.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
Classical Lecturer of Trinity Hall. 3^. dd. 

HOMERI I LI AS. 

Edited by S. H. Reynolds, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Brasenose 

College, Oxford. 

Books I. to XII. 6^. 



TERENTI COMOEDIAE, 

Edited byT. L. Papillon, M.A., Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 

Merton College, Oxford. 

Andria et Eunuchus. 4J'. (yd. 
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KEYS TO CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 

Small Svo. 2s. 6d. each, 

A KEY TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF 
THE BOOK OF COMMON BRA YER, 

By John Henry lUint, M.A. 

. A KEY TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND USE OF 

THE HOL Y BIBLE, 

By John Henry Blunt, M.A. 



A KEY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHURCH 

HISTORY (ANCIENT). 

Edited by John Henry Blnnt, M.A. 



A KEY TO THE NARRATIVE OF THE FOUR 

GOSPELS. 

By John Pilking^on Norris, M.A., Canon of Bristol, formerly 
one of Her Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. 



A KEY TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF CHURCH 

HISTORY (MODERN). 

Edited by John Henry Blunt, M.A. 



A KEY ZO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE Sf PRACTICE. 

(Founded on the Church Catechisiyi. ) 

By John Henry 31nnt, M.A. 
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MESSRS, J^VINGTOIfS NEIV PUBLICATIONS. 

RIVINGTON'S DEVOTIONAL SERIES. 

Elegantly printed with red borders. l6tno. 2s. 6d. 

THOMAS A KEMPtS, OF THE IMITATION OF 

CHBJST, 
Also a cheap Edition, without the red borders, u., or in Cover, td. 

^ -s 

THE RULE AND EXERCISES Ufi HOLY LIVING. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D.D., fiishop of Down, and Connor, and 

Dromore. 
Also a cheap Edition, without the red borders, is. 



THE RULE AND EXERCISES OF HOLY DYING. 

By Jeremy Taylor, D,D,, Bishop of Down, and Connor, and 

Dromore, 

Also a cheap Edition, without the red borders, u, 

•»• The 'Holy Living' and the 'Holy Dying' may be had bound together in One 
Volume, 5^., or without the red borders, 2f. 6d, 



A SHORT AND PLAIN INSTRUCTION 

For the better Understanding of the Lord's Supper; to which is 
annexed, the Office of the Holy Communion, with proper 

Helps and Directions. 

By Thomas Wilson, D.D., late Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 

Complete Edition^ in large type. 

Also a cheap Edition, without the red borders, u., or in Cover, dd. 



INTRODUCTION TO THE DEVOUT LIFE. 
From the French of St. Francis of Sales, Bishop and Prince of Geneva. 

A New Translation. 



A PRACTICAL TREATISE CONCERNING EVIL 

THOUGHTS. 

By William Chilcot, M. A. 

_ « 

ENGLISH POEMS AND PROVERBS. 

By George Herbert. 

LONDON, OXFORD, &* CAMBRIDGE. 
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THE 'ASCffeTiC lllBRARY:' 

A Series of Translations of Spiritual Works for J>evotional 
Reading from Catholic Sources. « 

Edited by the Rev. Orby SM^ileyi M.A. 

Square Crown %vo. 

THE MYSTERIES OF MOUNT CALVARY. 
Translated from the Latin of Jbitonio de Guevara, y^ ()d. 



PREPARA TION FOR DEA IH, 
Translated from the Italian of AlfbnsOi Bishop of S. Agatha. 5^. 



COUNSELS ON HOLINESS OF LIFE, 

Translated from the Spanish of * The Sinner's Guide ' by 

Luis de Granada. 5^. 



EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE UPON 
SPECIAL SUBJECTS, 

Translated and Abridged from the Freilch of Tronson. 5^. 
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NEW PAMPHLETS. 

l^Y ABCHBEACON BICEEKSTETH. 

A CHARGE, 

Delivered at his Eleventh Visitation of the Archdeaconry of 

Buckingham, in May and June, 1 870. 

^vo. IS, 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BOD Y : 

A Sermon, preached in the Parish Church of Horsendon, on the 

Second Sunday aftea Easter, 1870, on the occasion of the 

Death of Lucy Olivia Hobart, wife of the Rev. 

W. £, Partridge, of Horsendon House, Bucks, 

8z/^, I J. 

ST THE BEY. F. GABPEN. 

CAN AN ORDAINED MAN BECOME A 

LA YMAN? 

Some Remarks on Mr. Herbert's Bill. 
8z/^. (id. 

THE ARNOLD HISTORICAL ESSAT, 1870. 

THE SCYTHIC NATIONS, 

Down to the Fall of the Western Empire. 

By John Gent, B.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 



BY THE BEY. A. PEBCEYAL PUBEY OUST. 

OUR COMMON FRAILTY: 

A Sermon, preached in the Parish Church of St, Lawrence, Reading, 

on Quinquagesima Sunday, February 27, 1870, at the 

Opening of the Spring Assize. 

8z/(7, 6d, 

BY THE BEY. W. B. GALLOWAY. 

* OUR HOLY AND OUR BEAUTIFUL HOUSE.* 
A Sermon preached at Dunstable, on Sunday, May 22, 1870, on 
behalf of the Restoration of Dunstable Church, 

Svo. 6d. 
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New Pamphlets — continued, 

BT THE RIGHT HON. SIB EGBERT FH^LIMORE, D.C.L. 

yupGMENT, 

Delivered by The Right Hon. Sir Robert Phillimore, D.C.L,, 

Official Principal of the Arches Court of Canterbury, in the case 

of the Office of the Judge promoted by Sheppard v, Bennett. 

Edited by Walter G, F. Phillimore, B.C.L., of the Middle 

Temple, Barrister-at-Law; Fellow of All Souls' College, 

and Vinerian Scholar, Oxford. 

BT CANON LIDDON. 

PAUPERISM AND THE LOVE OF^ GOD: 

A Sermon, preached at St, Paul's, Knightsbridge, on the Second 
Sunday after Trinity, 1870, for the Convalescent Hospital at Ascot. 

%vo, is, 

HOW TO DO GOOD: 

A Sermon, preached in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, May 18, 

1870, at the Two Hundred and Sixteenth Anniversary 

Festival of the Sons of the Clergy. 

%vo. 6d, 

THE MODEL OF OUR NEW LIFE, 

A Sermon, preached at the Special Evening Service in St. Paul's 

Cathedral on Easter Day, 187P, 
2>vo. 3^,, or 2s. (>d. per dozen. 



BY THE REV. E. H. BICKERSTETH. 
JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION; 

Or, the Ministry of the Church a Witness for the Resurrection. 

A Paper read before the Diocesan Conference of Clergy in the 

Convocation House, Oxford, July, 1869, 

%vo, 6d, 

BT CANON BRIGHT. 

CHRISrS PRESENCE AMID THEOLOGICAL 

STUDIES, g 

A Sermon, preached in the Parish Churcn of Cuddesdon, on the 
Anniversary Festival of Cuddesdon College, June 14, 1870, 

. Svo, 6d, 
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Eight Volumes^ Crown Svo, 5J. ^acA. 

A New* and Uniform Edition of 

A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY 

ON THE 

GOSPEL NARRATIVE. 

BY THE 

Rev. ISAAC WILLIAMS, B.D. 

^ FORMERLY FELLOW OF TRINITY COLLEGE, OXFORD. y 

THOUGHTS ON THE STUDY OF THE HOLY GOSPELS. 

Characteristic DifTerences in the Four Gospels — Our Lord's Manifestations of 
Himself — The Rule of Scriptural Interpretation Furnished by Our Lord 
— ^Analogies of the Gospel — Mention of Aneels in the Gospels — Places of 
Our Lord's Abode and Ministry — Our Lord's Mode of Dealing with His 
Apostles — Conclusion. 

A HARMONY OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 

Our Lord's Nativity — Our Lord's Ministry (Second Year) — Our Lord's Ministry 
(Third Year)— The Holy Week— Our Lord's Passion— Our Lord's Resur- 
rection. 

OUR L ORiyS NA TIVITY. 
The Birth at Bethlehem— The Baptbm in Jordan— The First Passover. 

OUR LORUS MINISTRY, SECOND YEAR, 
The Second Passover— Christ with the Twelve— The Twelve sent Forth. 

OUR LOR US MINISTRY. THIRD YEAR. 

Teaching in Galilee — ^Teaching at Jerusalem — Last Journey from Galilee to 

Jerusalem. 

THE HOL Y WEEK. 

The Approach to Jerusalem — The Teaching in the Temple — ^The Discourse on 
the Mount of Olives — ^The Last Supper. 

OUR LORD'S PASSION. 

The Hour of Darkness— The Agony— The Apprehension— The Condemnation — 
The Day of Sorrows— The Hall of Judgment— The Crucifixion— The 
Sepulture. 

OUR L^D'S RESURRECTION. 

The Day of Days— The Grave Visited- Christ Appearing— The Going to 
Emmans — The Forty" Days— The Apostles Assembled— The Lake in 
Galilee— The Mountain in Galileo— The Return from Galilee. 
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